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OCTOBER 1. Thou fhalt not ſteal. 


(0 ONSIDER firſt, that by this commandment, ; 
— God forbids all manner of wrong to our neigh- 


bour, in his goods, rights, or worldly poſſeſſions, whe- 


ther by oo_ violence, or by fraud; by ſtealing, or by 


OVET-reac ng; by cheating in buying, or in ſelling, or 
in any other 
or not giving him his dues; or not paying juſt debts; 


or by any extortion whatſoever; or any uſury in the 


loan of money, or other things; or by putting him to 
any unjuſt charges; or by ſpoiling, or damaging what 


belongs to him. In all theſe caſes there is an mjuſtice 
committed, which is not only condemned by this divine 


wag. but by the natural, and eternal law, written 


Ee 


reaking through this divine and eternal law, for the 
fake of the wretched mammon of worldly intereſt, the 


argain; by keeping from him what is his, 


m the beginning in the heart off man; and by that 
great principle of morality, whichfforbids us to do by_ 
any other, what we would not have done to us. Ant 
yet how many ways are poor | mortals daily guilty of 


* 


— —— — 


MEDITATIONS FOR 
great god-of thts world; and that in ſpite both of law, and 


goſpel; honour, and honeſty ; conſcience. and religion ? 
And how often do they affeft to deceive themſelves 
herein with vain pleas and pretexts, invented on pur- 
pole to cloak their guilt, and to hide it, if poſſible, not 
only from others, but alſo from their own conſciences ; 
that ſo they may go on without diſturbance in the wa 

that leads to death, by perſuading themſelves that all 
is right, ＋ God 90 0 bs owed, 2 has de- 
clared that the wunju neter poſſeſs his kingdom, 
1. Cor, vi, 9, O! ä Fate cee im- 
partially, upon this head of juſtice in your dealings 
with your neighbours: for there is nothing more bets 
than for you to deceive yourſelves herein ; the con- 
W of which would be moſt dreadful to your 
ouls. 

Conſider adly, that every breach of this command. 
ment, by any one of theſe ways of wronging one's 
neighbour, is always followed with the ſtrict obligation 
of making reſtitution, or of repairing, to the full, the 
loſs or damage he has ſuffered, without which reſtitu- 
tion or reparation the crime will never be forgiven. 
And how few think of this? Alas, how many of theſe 
reſtitutions will be to be made, when ſime ſhall be no more: 
and when that which has been neglected on earth, ſhall 
be exatted in hell. Ah! ſinners, what a load then have 

ou charged upon yourown ſhouldersby your injuſtices? 
And how is it poſſible you ſhould think fo little of diſcharg. 
ingit! O do not be too eaſy in perſuading yourſelves you 
have it not in your power to make this reſtitution: you can- 
not deceive = all- ſeeing eye, of him, who clearly diſcerns 
how much you might do, if you would but retrench 
all ſuperſluities in your expences ; and would truly take 
to heart this neceſſary duty of ſatisfying juſtice in the 
firſt place; and would uſe all poſſible induſtry and la- 
bour for that end, | 

Conſider gdly, that though all injuſtice in general 
be hateful in the fight of God, there are ſome branches 
of it in particular, which more loudly cry to heaven for 
vengeance; and more eſpecially ſuch as tend to 1 
| os 
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R. 10. Here is not a more wicked- 
money: for ſuch à one ſetleſb even lis own: ſoul to ſale. © 


through Jeſus C 
nefit of his divine goodneſs, hy which. he has appoint- 
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the poor, by uſury, or extortion; or by making a 
handle of their neceſſity, to raiſe to them the price of 
the things they want; or by deftauding them of their 
wages, or hire; or otherwiſe. taking, -or keeping from 
them, that which belongs to them. O how heinous 
are all theſe ſins in the eyes of him, who is tte father 
of the poor? They are like murder im his fight. There 
is a curſe entailed upon all ſuch ſubſtance, as is gather- 
ed together, by oppreſſing his children. And: ſo. there 


is upon all ſacrilegious rapines, by which the church, 


or temple of God, or his miniſters, ate defrauded of 
what is their due; or by which pious foundations, er 
donations are diverted from the uſes of religion, to pro- 
fane uſes. In all ſuch caſes God looks uporr the wrong 


as done to himſelf, and will certainly revenge it, both 


here and hereafter. All that gold which is brought into 
the coffers, by robbing, either the poor, or the church, 
will not only moulder away itſelf, but will, conſume all 
22 it ſhall find there, together with. the maſter 
it, | | bs 
Conclude to beware of all manner. of injuſtice; and 
to keep off at the greateſt diſtance poſſibhle from it, as a 
mortal enemy, both to thy temporal and eternal welfaze. 


Take heed leſt the love of that idol mammon ſhould at 
any time impoſe upon thee, in this regard: thou art 
never ſecure from danger, ſo long as that idol is not caft 


out of thy heart. For as the wiſe man aſſures us. Ecclus. 
ng: than to love 


OcToBER. 2. On our guardion Angels- 


('ONSIDER firſt, that this day is fet aſide by the 


church, to glorify God, and to give him thanks, 
225 his Son, for: that ineſtimable be- 


ed his heavenly 23 to attend an us, and ta guard 
is pilgrimage. of our mortality, till they 


bring us home to himſelf; and to a happy eternity. Give 
ear to the word of God on this fubjett, PE xc. There 
Mall no evil come ta thee: nor ſhall the ſcourge came near thy 

W + dwelling. 
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dwelling. For he hath given his Angels charge over thed, 
to keep thee in all thy ways: In their hands they ſlall bear 
thee up, left thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. St. Matt. 
xviii. Take heed that you deſpiſe not one of theſe little 
ones : for I ſay to you, that their Angels in heaven always 
ſce the face of my Father who ts in heaven: Hebr. i. Are 
they not all miniſtring ſhirits, ſent to miniſter for them, 
who ſhall recerve the inheritance of ſatvation, Exodus. 
xxitt. Behold I will ſend my Angel, who 2 go before 
thee, and heep thee in thy journey, and bring thee into 
the place, that I have 88 ale notice of him, and 
hear his voice, &c. Yes Chriſtians, let us attend to 
theſe our heavenly guardians, who are ever inviting us 
to the love and ſervice of our God, and inſpiring us 
with pious thoughts to this effect; and with their 
aſſiſtance we ſhall defeat all our enemies, and make our 
way ſafely to our eternal country, in ſpite of all the 
poſition of hell: according to that of Exod. xxiii. 
22. '1f thou wilt hear his voice, and do all that I fpral, 
I will be an ememy to thy enemies, and will affli them 
that afflit thee : and my Angel ſhall go 72 thee, and 
ſhall bring thee in, to the promiſed land, the figure of. 
the heavenly Canaan, | 
Conſider 2dly, with St. Bernard, (writing on thoſe 
words, he hath given hts Angels charge over thee) the 
wonders of God's bounty and love for us, expreſſed. 
in this commiſſion given to his Angels. * For who is 
it that has given this charge? To whom ? of whom? 
and what is the charge he has given? O let us think 
* well on this grand commiſſion: Tet us lay it up dili- 
« gently in our memory. Who has given this charge ? 
Whoſe Angels are Wey Whoſe will do they oben? 
* He has given lus Angels a charge over thee, to © the 
in all a, ways: nor do they heſitate to bear thee up 
in thir hands. It is then the ſovereign majeſty has 
; 2 a charge to Angels: yea to his own Angels 
he has given a charge: to thoſe ſublime ſpirits, ſo 
happy, ſo nearly adhering to himſelf, and to his own 
+ domeſticks, he has, given a charge of thee. And 
ho art thou? What is man that thou art mindful 
8 TH. 0 
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4 of ham? or the ſon. of man, that thou maleſt any ac- 
count of him? As if man were not rottenne/s and the 
g {a of man a worm. And what is this commiſhon + 
he has given his Angels concerning thee?” Even to 
© be thy guardians. - O wonderful condeſcenſion? O 
truly great affeQtion of charity!” | 
Conſider gdly, with the ſame Saint, What reve- 
* rence, what devotion, what confidence, this ſaying, 
chat God has given his Angels a. charge over thee to 
* keep thee in all thy ways, ought to inſpire thee with: 


_ * a reverence for their preſence; a devotion for their 


* benevolence; a confidence for their guardianſhip. 
Walk cautiouſly, as having the Angels always in thy 
company; who according to their commiſſion, are 
* with thee in all thy ways. In every place, in every 
corner, have reſpeck to thy Angel. Never dare 
to do that in his preſence, which thou 8 
dare to do before me. In God, then my brethren, 
let us affeRtionately love his Angels, that are to be 
* one day joint heirs with us, but in the mean time are 
appointed by our Father, and ſetꝰ over us, as tutors and 
governors- What have ve to fear under ſuch guardi- 
ans as theſe? Fhey can neither be overcome, nor 
deceived, who keep us in all our ways; much leſs 
can they deceive us. They are faithful, they are 
* wiſe, they are powerful; what are we afraid of? Let 
us only follow them, let us keep cloſe to them, and we 
* ſhall- abide under the protection of the God of 
: f. practice theſe pref; 

Coneclude to follow in ice theſe preſcriptions 
of this great Saint: and, as he adds in the — diſ- 
courſe, when at any time we perceive a temptation 
arifing, or we are threatened with any grievous 
tribulation, let us call upon theſe our es keep- 

pon. the: avenly keep 
ers, our guides, our hel in due time, in diſ- 
treſs; and we ſhall experience a powerful aſſiſtance 
from them, ſuperior to all the power of earth and 


1 4 
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Ocr. g. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 
het N neighbour. 
ONSIDER firſt, that by this commandment, is 
not only forbidden all falſe teſtimony given in 
open court, or before a magiſtrate, againſt any one; 
{which is uſually accompanied with another greater 
crime, viz. that of perjury, or falſe ſwearing ; if not 
with that of robbery, or murder alſo, when the falſe 
witneſs is the occaſion of the loſs of any one's goods 
or life) but alſo all manner of private flanders, and 
lies; and all other ways of injuring one's neighbour 
by words; either in his character and good name, by 
backbiting and detraction; or in his honour, by re- 
eee affronts; or by taking away the peace of 
is mind, by ſcoffs and deriſion; or by robbing him 
of his friends, by whiſpering and tale- bearing; or by 
promoting miſunderſtanding, and quarrels between him 
and his 1 e an evil {o odious in the fight of 
God, that the wiſe man aſſures us, Prov, vi. 16, that 
his ſoul deteſts it. All theſe crimes are condemned by 
this commandment; and by the eternal and natural 
law, written in the heart of man: all of them are di- 
Tettly oppoſite both to charity, and to juſtice, and to 
that great rule of life, nat to do by others, what we 
would not have them to do by us. All of them bring 
with them a ſtrict obligation, even under. pain of damna- 
tion (if the injury have been 8 of making 
reſtitution or ſatisfaction: and yet how ſeldom is this 
put in practice? Ah how common are theſe injuſtices of 
the tongue: and how dreadful are the conſequences of 
them both in time and eternity! | 
Conſider 2dly, more in particular the heinouſneſs of 
the ſin of detrattion, which is ſo common in the world; 
and which makes up ſo great a part of the converſation 
of worldlings. And yet at every blow, ſays St. Francis 
de Sales, it er. three mortal wounds; firſt to the ſoul 
of the detrattor ; then to the reputation of the perſon 
detratted ; and thirdly, to the conſciences of the hearers 
by drawing as many of them into fin, as are delighted 


with 
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with hearing the detraction; and much more if they 


encourage it, and contribute to propagate it, by pub- 


liſhing it to others. The detractor himſelf is like a thief 
or a robber, who takes away his neighbour's character, 
or good name: yea, he is ſo much worſe than a thief 
or a robber, as a perſon's character or good name is 
more valuable to him, than his worldly ſubſtance; which 
allo he is in danger to loſe, when he loſes his character. 
Now as in matters of theft or robbery, it is commonly 
ſaid, the receiver is as bad as the thief; ſo in matters of 
detrattion, he that willingly hears the detractor, whilſt 
he is robbing his neighbour of his reputation, is like 
the receiver, and partakes in the guilt of the robbery. 
And are Chiriſtians aware of this? Do they examine 
their conſcience upon this head ? And yet their ſouls 
are here at ſtake. O how ſew detrattors, or tale-bearers 
would there be, if men were once made ſenſible, that 
their unjuſt and uncharitable diſcourſes were diſagreea- 


ble to their hearers ! | 


Conſider gdly, that the fin of detraftion may be 
committed, and conſequently the * of repair- 
ing ones neighbours good name, may be incurred, not 
only by publiſhing downright {landers, and lies, againſt 
his reputation; but alſo by charging him upon hearſay, 
er upon ones own ſuſpicions, or raſh judgments, with 
things, if not falſe, at leaſt doubtful and uncertain; - or 
by magnifying his guilt, and imputing to malice, what 
might be no more than frailty, or ſuprize; or by cen- 
ſuring his intentions, in his good works; or even by 

ubliſhing, without neceſſity, his real crimes, or defetts, 
in ſuch circumſtances, when his character is thereby 
grievouſly hurt. Becauſe in all theſe caſes, one does not 
only ſin againſt charity, which obliges us to love our 
neighbours as ourſelves; but alſo againſt juſtice, by 
violating the right our neighbour has, that his good 
name ſhould be preſerved, as long as he has not for- 


feited it, by any public crime. O Chriſtians do but 


guide yourlelves by that golden rule of doing as you 
would be done by; and you will avoid all theſe fins, which 
{end ſo many fouls to hell. 5 

28 Conelude 
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Conclude to examine yourſelves well upon the ſubjec̃t 
of the fins againſt this commandment; that you may 
not be impoſed; upon, by the too common practice of 
them that hve and die, with little or no remorſe, under 
the guilt of the daily breach of this divine law. O re- 
member that cuſtom and example will be no excuſe for 
you, if you walk along with the crowd, in the broad 
road, that leads to deſtruction. 


Ocr. 4. On reſi judgment. 
FUYONSIDER firſt; that this commandment: is alſo 
violated by the ſin of raft judgment, which robs 
one's neighbour of his eſteem 1 if not 
with regard to others, bliſhing to them, the ſu- 
Shi oe have nad» gp or the | arora th make 

to hrs difadvantage ; at leaſt within our own breaſt, by 
deſpiſing and condemning him there. O how much is. 
this crime (when fully voluntary, and deliberate) con- 
demned by the word of God! O how contrary it is to- 
all Chriſtian charity oy faith our Lord, Luke 
vi. 37: and you ſhall not be judged : condemn not, and 
yore net be condemned. Why: doft thou judge thy 
Srother g faith St Paul, Rom. xiv. 10. or-zky doft thou 
deſpiſe thy brother ? For we. ſhall all and before the judg- 
ment feat of Chriſt; and every one , ' us fhall ren ac- 
count to God for himſelf. Let us not therefore judge one 
another any more. And again, 1 Cor. iv. 4, 5. He that 
| Judgeti is the Tord Therefore No age not before the lime, 
| wnttl the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 
1 Haden things of darkneſs, and will make mamfeft tlie 
| counſels of the heart. And again Rom. xiv, who art | 
W-- thou that judgeſt the ſervant of* another ? It is to his on 
maſter he muſt ſtand or fall. He that detrafteth his: 
brother, ſaxth St. James, Chap. iv. 11. &c. or he that 
Judgeth his brother, detratteth the law, and judgeth the 
ar. There in one lawgiver and judge, that 25 able to de- 
roy, and deliver: but who art thou that judgeſt thy. 
| xetghbour p O. let us always attend. to theſe divine- 
admonitions, and fly raſi judgment like death! 


By: bf 
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Conſider 2dly, the injury, done by raſh judgment, 
firſt to God himſelſ, to whom all judgment belongs; 
by uſurping his anthority, in judging and condemning 
others, without his licence; and even preſuming to 
claim his prerogative, of diving into the intentions 
and ſecrets of hearts. Then the wrong that is done to 
one's neighbour, by paſſing ſentence upon him unheard, 
and without ſufficfent knowledge of his guflt; (which 
way of proceeding would be highly unjuſt in any judge, 
or court whatfoever) and this without any ſufficient au- 
thority over him, or obſerving any order of juſtice in 
his regard. Moreover raſh judgment, when fully vo- 
1 is alſo highly criminal, upon account of its 
oppoſition to thoſe moſt eſſential virtues of a Chriſtian, 
charity and humlity. For the raſhly er and 
condemning one's neighbour muſt needs deſtroy charity: 
ſince the property of charity is to think no evil, 1 Cor. 
xiii. 5. And how can it be otherwiſe, for clarity is 
love : and love, ſo far from rafhly imputing imaginary 
crimes to the beloved, is ever willing to overlook even 
real defects, when duty does not oblige to correct them. 
And as to humility, nothing can be more oppoſite to it, 
than the deſpiſing and undervaluing one's neighbour, 
and ſecretly preferring one's ſelf. before him, in one's 
own breaſt: now this is commonly one of the chief in. 
gredients in raſh judgment. . 

Conſider gdly, that in order to overcome the vicious 
habit of judging raſhly of our neighbour, we muſt ſearch 
out the root of. this evil, and then lay the axe to the 
root, in order to cut it up. Raſh judgments, in many 
perſons ſpring from pride, and ſrom their having toe 
good an opinion. of themſelves; which makes them 
ever ready to believe the worſt of others, and to denſure 
them, in order to exalt themſelves. In others the root 
of their raſh judgments 18 the ill-will, hatred, on envy, 
they bear to their neighbours, which inchines them to 
put always the worſt conſtruction on what they ſay or 
do, and to condemn their intentions, even in their beſt 
attions. Others, again, becauſe they are evil them- 
ſelves, judge ill of their neighbours by themſelves. 


Others 
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Others. in fine from the preſumption they have of their 
own Wit, great talents, and experience, arrogate to them- 
ſelves a privilege of paſſing their judgment upon every 
one, and yet proudly imagine they are out of the dan- 
ger of raſhneſs, or injuſtice, in ſo doing: ſuch is the 
confidence they have in their. own clear. ſightedneſs: 
though alas! it often pretends to diſcover the mote in 
another's eye, and ſees not the beam in its own. The 
general remedy ſor all raſh judgments, from whatſoever 
{ſource they proceed, is to have our eye always upon 
ourſelves, and upon our own faults ; and to turn it away 
from our neighbours. To endeavour alſo to be ſen- 
bible, how great an evil it is to judge, and condemn our 
neighbours; and how pernicious it is to our own ſouls: 
to make frequent acts of deteſlation of it; and to pray 
continually to our Lord to be delivered from it. 
Conclude to guard againſt all manner of raſh judg- 
ments, as being Pateful to God, injurious te your neigh- 
- bours, and deſtruftive of the ſalvation: ot; r own. 
ſouls. The ſludy and praftice of charity and dune 
ia the ſovereign means to get the victory over this per- 
_ - Oct. g. On avoiding all manner of lies. 
"ONSIDER firſt; in what manner the vice of 
hing is every where condemned in the word of 
God. Gur Saviour tells us, vifl.. 44. that the de- 
vil is a liar and the father of hes: and Apocalypſe xxi. 
6. that all liars ſhall. have their portion in the pool. burn- 
ing with fire and brimftone, which is the ſecond. death. 
And the Holy Ghoſt aſſures us by the mouth of the 
wiſe: man, Prov. vi. 16, 17. that the Lord hateth. a. lytng 


tongue, and Ch. xiv. 22. that Hing lips are an abommation- l 
to: the Lord. and Chap. xiii. 5. that the juſt: ſhall hate a t 
lying word, and Wild. i. 11. that the mouth that lyety: u 
Killeth dle ſoul, and Ecclus. xx. 17. that even a thref 15 T 


better than a man that is always lying: but that both of 0 
tem ſhall inherit deſtruction, and v. 26. that a lie ts a 0 
ud. blot in a man, and. v. 26. that the manners of yung N 
mew are without honour, and that: thetr confuſion is _ 0 
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them without ceaſing : beſides many other texts againſt 
hes and hars. O Tet us fly and deteſt this evil, which is 
thus frequently condemned by the Spirit of God, as 
hateful to him, and pernicious to our fouls ! 

Conſider 2dly, that the reaſon why lies are fo hate- 
ful to God, is becauſe God is eſſentially Truth ; and 
therefore as all lies are oppoſite to Truth, they are all 
oppolite to God, and cannot but offend him. Every 
known untruth, by reaſon of this oppoſition to the 
God of Truth, is eſſentially evil; and ought not to be 
committed for any conſideration whatfoever. God 
himſelf cannot diſpenſe with any one, or give him a li- 
cence to tell a lie; no more than he himſelf can lie. 
Some lies indeed are more heinous than others; either 
becauſe they more directiy ſtrike at revealed truths, or 
tend to degrade God and religion; or becauſe of the 
injury they do to our neighbours, either in ſoul or bo- 
dy, goods or good name: and theſe are all mortal ſins: 
but there is no lie whatſoever, not even ſuch as are told 
in jeſt, or ſuch as are gficious, or for excuſe, but what 

are eſſentially ſinful; and therefore ought not to be 
committed, not even for ſaving the whole world; be- 
cauſe evil is not to be committed that good may come of it. 
Beſides what good can be expected, from turning one's 
F back upon Truth, and ſheltering one's ſelf in a lie? 
f O!] let us rather die than thus offend the God of Truth. 
Conſider gdly, that it is a dangerous thing for any 
| Chriſtian to make jlight of telling a he, though it were 
only a lie of vanity, or for an excuſe ; and without any 
Fe” fi to prejudice his neighbour. But it is ſtill more 
dangerous to indulge one's ſelf in a habit or euſtom of 
telling this kind of lies. For it is no Tmall evil wilful- 
ly to — the ſovereign Truth at any time; and 
to lead one's neighbour into error, by obtruding falſnood 
upon him for truth: but it is a very great evil to make 
nothing of entertaining a habit of wilfully offending 
God, by ſuch lies; and this upon a notion that if one 
can but eſcape hell, it matters not how much one other- 
wiſe offends him. For how can ſuch a habit as this be 
conſiſtent with loving Cod above all things? Or how 


can 
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can there be any ſecurity, for a ſoul that treats her God 
in this ſlighting manner? Oh no! let us not deceive 
ourſelves: God 1s not to be mocked. Thoſe that make 
flight of a habit of lies, can never be friends of the God 
2 Truth; nor reaſonably expect to be eternally with 
Conclude never to tell a known lie upon any account 
whatſoever, much leſs, for avoiding a little anger, or 
any other flight occaſion. Nothing can juſtify a lie, 
not even the ſaving one's life by it, e it is an of- 
fence to God; who ought not to be offended, even to 
fave the whole world. wk | 


: Ocr. 6. Thou fhalt not covet, Sc. 
(CONSIDER firſt, that after forbidding the fins, 


and injuries, committed by words or attions; God 
forbids alſo in theſe two laſt commandments, the ſins of 
thoughts and deſires; particularly with relation to ava- 
rice, and luſt : Thou ſhalt not covet thy nezghbour's wife : 
Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's goods. Theſe two 
kinds of irregular deſires and inclinations, ſuggeſted by 
the luſt of the fleſh, and by the love of the mammon of 
this world, are like a raging peſtilence, which has in- 
fected the greateſt part of mankind from the beginning: 
like another deluge, they even overflow the 8 
Money and carnal pleaſures are the two great idols ſet 
up by Satan, to confront the living God: to theſe men 
facrifice their hearts and affections; the young by the 
conc upiſcence of the fleſh, the old by the concupuſcence of 
eyes; and thus both old and young are for the moſt 
part debauched from the love and ſervice of God, and 
made ſlaves to fin, and victims to hell. Ah! Chriſtians 
never think yourſelves innocent, though ou keep 
your hands from ſtealing, and your bodies from 
fornication or adultery, if you do not at the ſame 
time keep your eyes, and your hearts from coveting. 
Such you are in the ſight of God, as your affettions 
and deſires are; if theſe are criminal, you cannot be 


innocent, | 
| Conlider 
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Conſider 2dly, that by this precept, thou ſhalt not 
. covet thy neighbour's wife, we are commanded to ſet 
a guard upon our thoughts, upon our -hearts, upon 
our eyes, and upon all our other ſenſes, that the fire 
of concupiſcence may not make its way through any 


1 


of thoſe avenues into our ſouls, to burn them here 


with luſt, and with the dark flames of hell hereafter. 
Ah! what have we not to apprehend, from the de- 
praved inclinations of our corrupt nature, if we do not 
turn away both our ſenſes, and our imaginations, from 
all alluring objects, and ſhut theſe: gates againſt the 
firſt ſuggeſtions of evil? How much more are all 
Chriſtians bound to fly all ſuch occaſions, as expoſe 
them to a more — 0 and immediate danger, of 
lewd thoughts and deſires; as a great part of modern 
comedies, balls, maſquerades, &c. are known to do, 
more eſpecially with relation to the younger ſort. And 
yet alas! how few are there that are not too fond 


of theſe dangerous diverſions, which are ſo near a kin 


to the pomps of Satan, which we renounced at our 


N vr” 


onſider zdly, the neceſſity of reſtraining alſo the 


corrupt inclinations of that other branch of concupil- 
cence, which relates to our neighbour's goods. In order 


to this, we mult in the firſt place renounce, and deteſt 


all unjuſt deſires; and ſuch as any ways tend to with- 
hold from our neighbour, or deprive him of what, 
in juſtice, belongs to him; as allo all wiſhes of his 
death, that we may come at his poſſeſſions; all deſires 
of publick or private calamities, for one's own parti- 
cular advantage; &c. But then we muſt not ſto 


here: we mult lay the axe to the root of all theſe evils, 


which is the love of this mammon of iniquity; this 
unhappy vice of covetou/ne/s, which if it be not cut 


up, and caſt out of the heart, will not ſuffer either ju-, 
ſlice or grace long to reſide there, according to that of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Timoth. vi. 9, 10. They that want to le- 
come rich, fall into temptation, and "tato the ſnarg of the 


devil, and into many unprofitable and hurtful deſires, 
VoL. IV. | C d, 
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which drown men in dęſtruction and perdition for cove- 
touſnefs 15 the root of all evils, 

Conclude to fight till death againſt both theſe bran- 
ches of concupiſcence; as capital enemies of the ſoul; 
which if not guarded rn and overcome, are capa- 
ble of doing us infinitely more harm, than all the devils 


in hell. 


Oc r. 7. On the precepts of the church. 


C ONSIDER firſt, that all Chriſtians are under a 
ſtrict obligation of keeping alſo the preceps, that is, 
the commandments of the church; becauſe the law of 
God commands us ſo to do. Honour thy father and thy 
mother ; 15 a commandment, which not only obliges us 
to obey them that are our parents according to the 
Hefſh, but alſo our /p:rztual parents, at leaſt in matters 
222 vz. the FN of the church of Chriſt. To 
eſe Chriſt our Lord has ſaid, Luke x. 16. he that 
heareth you, heareth me, and he that deſjnſeth you, deſpi- 
ſeth me. To theſe he has given the keys of the fs. e 
heaven, with the power of binding and loofing, St. 
Matt. xvi. 19. xviii. 18. Theſe he hath ſent as his Fa- 
ther ſent him, St. John xx. 21. With theſe he has 
promiſed to abide till the end of the world, St. Matt. 
xxviii. 20. Theſe he has made his mnz/ters, the ſtew- 
ards and diſpenſers of his myſteries and ſacraments, 
1 Cor. iv. 1. and his ambaſſadors, 2 Cor. v. 20. Theſe 
he has given us for paſtors and teachers, Eph. iv. 11, 
12. Sc. To theſe he has given the charge of our ſouls : 
and therefore the Apoſtle calls upon us, Heb. xii. not 
only to follow their faith, v. 7. but alſo to obey them, and 
to 2 ourſelves to them, v. 17. O bleſſed obedience! 
It is in vain to pretend to obey our Father in heaven, if 
we refuſe to obey our mother the church. 

Conſider 2dly, the excellency of theſe precepts of 
the church, _ their admirable tendency to bring us 
to God; by obliging us to ſet aſide ſo many, of our 
days for prayer and other xeligious duties; to humble 
ourſelves ſo often, and to 7 


faſting and abſtinence; to 


quent the ſacraments and 
4 ſacrifice 


penance for our ſins, by 
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facrifice of the church, &c. O theſe precepts are not 
mere human inventions, or injunctions: they have 
been diftated by the Spirit of God, which always re- 
ſides, and preſides in the church; they are enatted by 
divine commiſſion, and authority: they are generally 
ſpeaking ſo many determinations of the divine law. 
he law of God and of nature requires, that we ſhould 
dedicate a conſiderable part of our time to the divine 
worſhip : the precepts of the church _ out the par- 
ticular days we are to ſet aſide for this end. The di- 
vine law calls upon us, to pay to our God, the —_—_ 
of adoration, praiſe, and ſacrifice: the precepts of the 
church preſcribe for this end the frequenting the great 
ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, offered up to God in 
the holy myſteries. The law of God obliges us to do 
penance for our ſins; to reſtrain our paſſions and luſts; 
to offer up pure and humble prayer to God: and conſe- 
_ to faſt and abſtain, as far as ſhall be neceſſary 
or us to anſwer theſe ends: the church by her precepts 
orders the times for this penitential exerciſe ; leſt if we 
were left to ourſelves, we ſhould wholly negleR it. 
The law of Chriſt ordains the confeſſion of our fins, 
and the worthily receiving the ſacred communion: the 
precepts of the church require, under pain of excom- 
munication, that this divine law ſhould be complied 
with in ſuch manner, as not to defer the confeſlion of 
our fins beyond the year, nor to negle the receiving 
the holy communion, at leaſt at Eaſter. See then, my 
ſoul, how neceſſary it is for thee to obſerve all the 
precepts of the church, in order to comply with the law 
and commandments of God. 

Conſider gdly, the unhappy caſe of all ſuch Chrif- 
tians, as deſpiſe theſe precepts of the church of Chriſt: 
Alas! they deſpiſe in effekt both Chriſt, and his Father, 
Luke x. 16. and will be treated accordingly at ＋ tri- 
bunal. The wilful tranſgreſſion of any one of thefe 
ordinances of God's chufch is certainly criminal in the 
ſight of God: how much more the contempt of them ? 
And what then muſt we think of the wretched ſtate of 
ſo many ſouls, that make 5 practice of tranſgreſſing theſe 

2 laws 


16 MDirArioxs FOR 


laws of the church, by breaking through the rules pre- 
ſcribed by her decrees and n baader. with regard to 
feſtivals, faſts and abſtinences; or with regard to the 
frequentation of the ſacraments, at the times appointed? 
Ah! ſuch undutiful children as theſe, who live in an 
habitual diſobedience to God and his church, deſerve 
not the name of children, or of catholick Chriſtans; 
and without a ſincere converſion from theſe their evil 
ways, muſt expe undoubtedly to be reckoned another 
day amongſt keathens and unbelievers. ; 

Conclude to obſerve religiouſly the laws and ordi- 
nances of the church of God ; 1 to ſee they be reli- 
giouſly obſerved by all under your care. If there be a 
neceſſity at any time of your being diſpenſed with in 
any of theſe church laws, go to your paſtors for this 
diſpenſation; but preſume not to diſpenſe with your- 
felves. Only the paſtors of the church, can diſpenſe in 
the precepts of the church. | 


BY Ocr. 8. On the vice of pride. 
| C ONSIDER firſt, that pride is an inordinate love, 


conceit, or deſire, of ſelf-excellence; or a delight 
and complacency in one's own ſelf, by occaſion of ſome 
real or imaginary excellency, which we have, or pre- 
tend to have, ce in virtue, or grace, or knowledge, 
.or in any other goods, or qualities, whether external 
or internal, ed merely, as the means to make us 
excel, and as ſuch puffing us up with ſelf-eſteem, and 
cauſing us to prefer — before others, and to deſ- 
piſe others. This pride is the mother of all vices, but 
more eſpecially of ambition, preſumption, and vain- 
glory; — which it differs 2 in this, that ambition 
aims at excelling in the way of honour and dignity, and 
in being ſet above others; preſumption ſeeks to excel, in 
the way of great atchievements, attempted upon confi- 
dence of one's own ſtrength; vain glory pretends to 
excellence in the way of glory, that is, in the way of be- 
ing known, praiſed, and eſteemed by others : but pride 
looks chiefly at herſelf, and ſets up her own proper /el/- 
excellence for her idol; which ſhe worthips, loves, e- 
| ſteems, 
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eſteems, and defires above all things, and to which ſhe 
ſacrifices all things elſe. O deliver us, dear Lord, from 
this enormous evil, the firſt- born of Satan, and the ori- 
ginal parent both of death and hell, 
| Conſider 2dly, that St. Gregory (L. 2g. Mor. c. 4.) 
diſtinguiſhes in pride, four different kinds; or four ways, 
of being guilty of this worſt of vices. Firſt, by attri- 
buting to one's ſelf, and not to God, the good things we 
have Ham him, either of nature, or of grace. 2dly, 
By aſcribing at leaſt to one's on merits, what we have 
received from God, and not giving him the whole glo- 
ry. gdly, By conceiting ourſelves to have graces, ta- 
lents, or perfections, which indeed we have not, and 
being puffed up in ourſelves with this ?magenary excel- 
lence. gthly, By highly eſteeming, and valumg our- 
ſelves, for the graces, or good qualities we really have; 
and applauding ourſelves in ſuch manner in them, as to 
affect to have them to ourſelves alone, and to defpiſe 
others, or envy them the like accompliſhments. All 
theſe, in their nature, are mortal fms, when fully con- 
ſented to; and are of the worſt kind of mortal ſins: 
becauſe of all the ſeven capital vices, pride is acknow. 
tedged by divines to be the worſt, by reaſon of its ex- 
treme oppoſition to God, in ſetting itſelf up, as it were 
in his place, and Satan- like, lifting up its head againſt 
him; and affecting a /-{/-excellence, which belongs to 
God alone. Hence as we learn from the Apoſtle, Rom. 
i. the proud have often been delivered up, and aban- 
doned by God to a reprobate ſenſe, and ſuffered to fall 
even into the:moſt ſhameful and unnatural luſts, in pu- 
niſhment of their ſelf-conceit. O how enormous then 
muſt the vice of pride be in the eyes of God, when 
the falling into ſuch abominations as theſe is the pu- 
niſhment of it! 
Conſider gdly, that pride is a mortal ſin, not 
when a man directly incurs the guilt, of any of 
four kinds or ways, mentioned by St. Gregory, by his 
own deliberate judgment, and will ; (at leaft as often as 
the matter is o moment); but alſo when he incurs the 
guilt of any of them indire&ly, or equivalently : by 
i taking 
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taking ſuch complacency in himſelf, or carrying him- 
ſelf in ſuch manner to others, as if he judged Himſelf 
to have, or deſired that others ſhould judge him to 
have, any excellency, or perfection of himſelf, and not 
from God. As alſo when our affection, or inclination 


to our own excellence, or the conceit we have of it, is 


Joined with a great irreverence, or injury to God, or a 
conſiderable contempt of our neighbour, or detriment 
to him : or again when through the love, or conceit 
we have of our own excellence, we withdraw ourſelves 
from the ſubjection we owe to God, and his holy law, 

or to the authority of ſuperiors eſtabliſhed by him. 
Ah! how common are all theſe fins! How many ways 
are poor unhappy mortals daily guilty of this higheſt of 
treaſons againſt the Divine Majeſty! And how dread- 


ful are the conſequences of this guilt, both in time and 


eternity! | Ss | bn. 549 

Conclude to examine well thy conſcience upon this 
head of pride: for it is a ſubtle evil, which often im- 
poſes upon poor mortals; inſomuch that they who 
are the moſt guilty of it, oftentimes will not believe 
themſelves to be roud. O take care not to be deceiv- 
ed by this noon-day devil! watch and pray continual] 
againſt it : ſpare no pains to caſt it out of thy ſoul, If 
thou thinkeſt it has no ſhare in thee, thou deceiveſt thy- 
ſelf: there cannot be a more evident proof of thy be- 
ing proud, than to imagine thyſelf to be out of the 
pad of this vice. | 


” 


Ocr. g. On the malignity of pride. 

C ONSIDER firſt, the malignity of pride, in as 
much as it corrupts the very vitals of the ſoul, 
and leaves nothing ſound in it. It is a rottenneſs at the 
heart, that ſpoils the faireſt plants, that grow on this 
infected foil. The fruits of the good works of the 
roud, are like thoſe that are ſaid to grow on the banks 
of the lake of Sodom, fair to the eye, but rotten within. 
Their virtues are blaſted, and have nothing but anout- 
ward appearance; becauſe the root of them is corrupt- 
ed. God is not with them, truth is not with them, 
| grace 
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ce is not with them: they have na foundation with- 
in them, for any ſolid good; becauſe they want hupni- 
lity N Cod reſiſts the proud, and gives his grace to the 

Conſider 2dly, the malignity of pride from another 
+ head, viz. from its filling the ſoul with all other evils, 
For this dreadful vice, not content with ſhutting the 
gate againſt grace, and againſt all good, and even x Phong 
ing thoſe that ſhould be the moſt virtuous actions into 
crimes; opens wide the door to all manner of fin and 
iniquity ; - rung all the other paſſions at work, to 
ſerve, by all kinds of extravagancies, its unbridled appe- 
tite after /elf-excellence. To gratify this predominant 
paſſion, 1 is employed, to procure, right or 
wrong, thoſe riches, that may furniſh the means of 
excelling; and prodigality, in the expending them. 
W e and revenge are let looſe, dente all that 
thwart or ſtand in the way of its lawleſs pretenſions. 
Inferiors are opprefled; they are treated with contempt 
and ſcorn : equals are envied, as rivals in honour; they 
are judged, condemned, and flandered: ſuperiors are 
flighted, and di/obeyed, &c. not to ſpeak of innumerable 
.other mortal evils, quarrels, murders, rebellions, here- 
ſies, blaſphemies, and what not, which are frequently 
the productions of pride: beſides all the abominations 
of luſt, and all its fatal offspring, to which the proud 
are fo often delivered up, in puniſhment of their arro- 
gance. Sweet Jeſus Pa us from all theſe evils, by 
teaching us to be meek and humble of heart. 

Conſider gdly, that the e of pride 1s chiefly 
owing to its oppoſition to the glory of God, and to his 
divine truth. God is the Being of all beings: all 
things elſe without him are nothing: all excellence 
and all glory is his; we have nothing, excepting ſin, 
but what we have from him; we know nothing but 
through him, we can do nothing without him. To 
pretend therefore to any excellence as our own pro- 
perty, or to any glory as due to us, or to appropriate 
to ourſelves the gifts and graces of God, and to be 
puffed up with them, and to glory in them as our cwn, 

| - WEE 
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is a ſacrilegious robbery of that which belongs to God 
alone; it is attempting to ſeat ourſelves in his throne ; 
it is claiming a ſhare in his ſelf-excellence, which is no 
leſs eſſential to him, than his ſelf-exiſtence, indepen- 
dence, and infinity. For as nohe but God can be of 
himfelf, fo none but God can excel of himſelf. For 
this reaſon, every proud man is an abomination to the 
Lord, Prov. xvi. 4. becanfe he pretends to rival him in 
his glory, and like the arch-rebel Lucifer, to diſpute his 
prerogative, of being alone /c//-excellent. His pride is 
a lye. and of the very worſt fort of lies, even that which 
was firft framed by the father of lies, in pretending zo 
be like to the moſi High, and therefore it is moſt hateful 
to the eternal truth. 

Conclude to deteſt and abhor, and to fly with all thy 
power from this abominable vice, which is ſo hateful to 
God, and ſo pernicious to all that ſuffer their ſouls to be 
corrupted with it. Give ear to the ſcripture, Tob. iv. 
14. Never ſuffer pride to reign in thy mind, nor in thy 
words for from it all perdition took its beginning. 


Ocr. 10. Remedies againſt pride. 


f YONSIDER firſt, that in order to overcome thy 
pride, thou muſt not only be thoroughly ſenſible 
of the malignity of this evil in itfelf, and of the dread- 
ful confequences of its being fuffered to reign in the 
ſoul: but muſt alſo be convinced, that thon thyſelf art 
continually in danger from it; that it is an evil deeply 
rooted in thy own corrupt nature; an obſtinate and 
ſubtle enemy, that will never ceaſe to wage war againſt 
thee all thy life long; and that is ſo much the more 
dangerous to thee, by how much the leſs he is appre- 
Hended by thee. So that the firſt. and moſt e 
preſcription againſt pride, is to ſtudy well, that we 
may know our corruption in this kind, by the help of a 
frequent review of our own interiour, and of ibe ſe- 
cret ſprings, that rule and ſet all our paſſions to work: 
that ſo having rightly diſcovered the monſter, that af- 
ſects to hide himſelf in the inmoſt receſſes of the ſoul, 
we may declare an etergal war againſt it, by perpetual 
| 855 vatching 
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watching, praying, and fighting, and by _— re- 
dt acts, both exterior and interior, of the virtue of 
umility. | 

Confider 2dly, that the true knowledge of God, and 
of ourſelves, acquired by the daily exerciſe of medita- 

tion and mental prayer, 1s the ſovereign remedy againſt 
all manner of pride. For all our pretenſions to excel- - 
l-nce, all our groundleſs imaginations, by which we 
take ourſelves for /omething, all theſe fumes of ſelt- 
conceit, which are ſo apt to fly up, and to turn our 
heads, upon occaſion of any advantages, real or 1mag1- 
nary, * Kerb we aſcribe to ourſelves, are all put to 
flight, when the light of the knowledge of God comes 
in and takes place in the ſoul, and ſhews her that all that 

is not God, is a mere nothing. All human greatneſs, ' 

power, all height, and depth, and every thing that is 

created, dwindles away and quite vaniſhes, when God 
appears: keaven and earth flee away from before hs face, 


and no flace ts found for them, Apocal. xx. 11. how 


much leſs can poor man glory in his ſight? O how can 


earth and afhes e proud, in the preſence of the immenſe, 


eternal, infinite Deity? 1 

Conſider gdly, that the light of God, which by a di- 
ligence in the exerciſe of mental prayer flows more and 
more into the ſoul, not only ſerves to humble us in his 
ſight, and to quell our pride, by the ſenſe it gives us of 


his infinite greatneſs and majeſty; before whom we are 


but wretched worms, and leſs than nothing: but alſo 


helps us to that true knowledge of ourſelves, which ob- 
liges us to vilify, and deſpiſe ourſelves. For here we 
are made ſenſible, what poor creatures indeed we are; 
how mean is our extraction; as to the body, from dirt 


- and corruption, as to the ſoul from nothing : how _ 
] 


we were infected with fin; how full we are now of a 
kind of miſeries, both corporal and ſpiritual: what a 
5 „ eee we have to good, and what a vio- 
ent propenlity to evil, from our very childhood: how 
much we are encompaſſed with darkneſs, ignorance, and 
errors; expoſed Fa to innumerable dangers; cages 


of all that is wicked, and incapable of ourſelves of any 


good: 
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good: certain of death (though we know not when, 
where, nor how) which will make over theſe our bodies 
to worms and corruption, and tranſmit theſe ſouls to 
judgment; and dreadfully uncertain as to the iſſue of 
that great trial, and our eternal lot. And ſhall not all 
this ſuffice to cure our pride? 

Conclude to ſpare no pains to acquire theſe two moſt 
neceſſary branches of Chriſtian ſcience, v:z. the true 
knowledge of God, and the true knowledge of your- 
ſelves: they are the foundation of true humility, and of 
all good; and are to be learnt by meditation and prayer. 


Ocr. 11. Other preſcriptions againſt pride. 
ONSIDER firſt, that in order to overcome 


our pride, it will alſo be of good ſervice, fre- 
quently to reflect, how vain and empty, fading and pe- 
riſhable, thoſe things generally are, which men are apt 
to be proud of; ſuch as worldly honours, riches, beauty, 
fine cloaths, Sc. which give no real intrinfick value, or 
worth to the poſſeſſors; nor ſerve to make them one 
whit the better in the ſight of God: but on the contra- 
Ty, if they are proud of them, make them by much the 
worſe; * odious and contemptible, both io God and 
man. For every one hates and deſpiſes pride in ano- 
ther, how much ſoever he cheriſhes it in himſelf; and 
fuch as proudly ſeek to exalt themſelves, are generally 
humbled, both by God and man. And as to the gifts of 
grace, or other talents, received from God, it is ſtill 
more criini nal to be = of them, becauſe the more 
valuable they are in themſelves, the greater is the ſacri- 
lege in robbing God of the glory of them, by taking 
* in them, as if they were our own, and not his. 
! 1t is humility alone, that is both the guardian, and 
the beſt ornament of all other virtues: they quickly de- 
generate, and turn into vices, when we begin to be proud 
of them. - 
Conſider 2dly, that we may alſo extract an excellent 
antidote inf the poiſon of pride, from the very 


conſideration of the deformity of our pride,, For no- 
thing ſure can be more humbling to the ſoul, than to = 
Made 
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made rightly ſenſible of the extravagant folly and mad- 
neſs, as EN 2s the ſacrilegious impiety, and diabolical 
preſumption ſhe ſtands guilty of, by lifein 
againſt her God by arrogance and ſelf-conceit. The 
conſequence of which 1s that ſhe 1s given up by him, to 
be poſſeſſed at preſent by the worſt of devils: and be- 
comes herſelf a very devil in hiseyes; black, ugly, and 
odious, like the devil, and condemned to be a victim of 
hell with him. And can a ſoul that ſeriouſly conſiders 
all this, ſuffer herſelf to be any longer cy by pride? 
Can ſuch an odious monſter, when brought out of its 
dark lurking hole, and ſet before the eyes of the ſoul, 


with all the train of woes, that attend and follow it, 


find any more any room in her? O it 1s true, with re- 


gard to mortal ſin in general, and to ages in particular, 
t 


that the deformity and malignity of the guilt of it in the 


ſoul, and the eternal puniſhment of it hereafter, are 
moſt humbling conſiderations. For ſurely a ſoul, that 


is turned away from God by mortal ſin; and a ſoul, 
that is eternally baniſhed from him, and given up to the 


worm tliat never dies, and to the fire that is never ex- 


tinguiſhed, in the dungeons of hell; can neither of 
them have any thing to be proud of! Mortal fin, and 
hell, thoſe two moſt dreadful of all evils, leave no room 
for pride. 

3 gdly, who it is, that is the king over all the 


children of pride? Whoſe ſtandard do they all join, in 


oppoſition to the God, that made heaven and earth? 


Alas! they all join with Satan, their mortal enemy: 


they follow him againſt their God, their Maker, their 
Redeemer, and their ſovereign Good. And what ex- 
pectations can they have, from following him for their 
king, who is already himſelf condemned to hell! Ah! 
no other than endleſs confuſton, perpetual diſcontent 
and uneaſineſs here, and everlaſting damnation here- 
after. Oh! it was this joining with the king of pride, 
that has entailed all kind of miſeries upon the ſons of 
Adam. To remedy theſe, the Son of God came down 


trom heaven, by the myſtery of his incarnation; and 
humbled himſelf 


oppoſe 


g up her head 


even to the death of the croſs; to 
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oppoſe the ſtandard of his humility to the ſtandard of 
the devil. - He calls all men to join his royal ſtandard, 
by learning of him to be meek and humble of h-art: pro- 
miſing to reſcue them that follow him, from the tyran- 
ny and flavery of the wicked one; to give peace and 
reſt to their ſouls here, and eternal joys hereafter. 
And ſhall we balance for one moment, with which of 
the two we ſhall join, the king of pride, or the king of 
humility; the tyrant of hell, or the God of heaven ? 
See here, my ſoul, moſt urgent motives to renounce thy 
pride, and to embrace humility. The one is ſuggeſted 
by Satan, who 1s damned for it; the other is taught by 
word and example, by the Son of God, who, by it, has 
opened heaven for us: the one 1s the road to hell, the 
other to heaven. | 

Conclude to renounce the- king of pride, with all 
his pomps, and to ſhake off his heavy yoke, which ne- 
ver ſuffers the ſoul to reſt; and, inftead of it, to take 
up the ſweet 7 of Jeſus Chriſt, by meekneſs and 
humility; and thou wilt find refreſhment here, and 
heaven hereafter. 


Ocr. 12. On vain glory. 


\ONSIDER firſt, that the vice of vain glory is 

nearly allied to that of pride, and has for its ob- 
ject an imaginary excellence, in the way of glory; that 
is, in the way of being known, and talked of, praiſed, 
and eſteemed by others. See here, my ſoul, a dange- 
rous vice: not only with regard to the children of the 
world, whoſe thoughts, words, and actions, are general- 
ly influenced by the love of praiſe, honour, and eſteem; 
or by the fear of what the world will ſay, or think of 
them: but even with regard to the children of God, 
who are daily and hourly expoſed to its temptations, in 
the very beſt of their actions; with the danger of their 
loſing all the fruit of them, and of their being quite vi- 
Kaas, and corrupted by this plague. This was the vice 


of the Scribes and Phariſees, who did all their works - 


that they might be honoured and eſteemed by men; 
and therefore their alms, their falling, their prayers, ' 
and 
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and other good works, availed them nothing in the 
fight of God; becauſe vain-glory corrrupted them all; 
and at the very time that they were eſteemed as ſaints 
by the world, made them like devils 1n the eyes of God. | 
Chriſtians beware of this pernicious evil: watch and 
pray continually againſt ts. es | ; 
Conlider 2dly, that vaze glory, which is always dan- q 
gerous, amounts to the guilt of a mortal fin, whenever: | 
the affeftion of the heart is ſo far ſet upon human ap- 
plauſe, praife, or eſteem, as to love it as much, or more 
than God: or, as St. Thomas of Aquin expreſſes it, 
when a perſon directs his intention in ſuch manner to 
the glory of man, as to make it his laſt end, to which 
he refers even the works of virtue; and for the ſake of 
which, he does not heſitate to offend his God. In like 
manner, it is a mortal ſin, when a perlon ſeeks vain 
lory, by committing mortal ſin; forexample, by ſwear- 
ing, quarrelling, d revenge, Sc. to ſhew his cou- | 
rage, or to gain the eſteem of being a man of honour; | 4 
or for fear of being blamed, or deſpiſed by the world. 
As alſo when any.perſon, for the ſake of maintaining his. 
eſteem, or ſor fear of being thought leſs ſkilful, er leſs | 
knowing, refuſes to ſeek, or admit of the aſſiſtance, or | 
counſel of others; and thus expoſes himſelf to the dan- -Y 
ger of occaſioning ſome conſiderable. detriment, corpo- 
ral or [piritual, to himſelf, or to others. In fine, vain ] 
glory is a mortal ſin, whenever a man glories in the f 
gifts and graces of God, as if they were his on; and 1 
as if he had not received them from God. See, my 
ſoul, how many ways this love of worldly honour, glory 
and praiſe, which modern worldlings, like the antient 
pagans, take for a virtue, is condemned by ſound Chriſ- 
tian morality as a capital vice, which ſends innumerable | 
ſouls to hell. | 1s : 
Conſider gdly, the malignity of this vice of vain | 
glory, from 1ts being the fruittul parent of a numerous | 
offspring of other pernicious evils, oftentimes worſe 4 
than itſelf, St. 1 reckons up ſeven daughters 1 
e 


. of this unhappy mother. 1. Diſobedience, by which a I: 
man deſpiſes the ordinances of lawful ſuperiors, for the i - 


r 
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- 
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love of his den worldly honour, or efteem. 2. Boaſl- 


ang, that is, vaunting, or glorying of himſelf, of his own 
talents, or performances, and ever loving to be talking 
of himſelf; a vice as odious and ridiculous, as it is com- 
mon in the converſation of the proud and vain-glo- 
rious. g. Hypocriſy, or making a Gow of godlineſs, or 
ſanctity, to gain the eſteem of men. 4. Contention, or 
ſtrife, that is, wrangling, brawling, and quarrelling in 


words; to maintain his own opinion, right or wrong, or 


to defend What he has faid or done. 5. Obſtinacy, in 


. adhering to error, rather than to acknowledge himſelf 


to have been deceived; or to ſeem to yield, or to be 
overcome. 6. Dr/cord, or diſagreement of wills and 
hearts, by occaſion of different pretenſions, and conteſts 
for honour and eſteem. 7. Invention of novelttes, in 
the way of new opinions, new faſhions, or other inno- 
vations brought in to make himſelf a name, or to pro- 
cure efteem, or applauſe. See Chriſtians what a train 
of evils are daily produced by vain-glory. And what 
are all hereſies and ſchiſms but a compound of theſe 
fame evils, and conſequently the productions alſo of 
varn glory? | 
Conclude to keep a ſtrict guard againſt this dange- 
rous enemy of the foul; or it will rob thee of all good, 
and fill thee with all evil. Daily pray with the royal 
prophet, Turn away my eyes, O Lord, that they look not 
uhon vanity; and as often as in thy words, or actions, 
thou findeſt thyſelf attacked with the ſuggeſtions of this 
vice; ſay with the ſame prophet, Not to us, O Lord, 
not to us, but to thy name give glory. . 


Ocr. 13. Pręſcriptions agaznſt varn glory. 
NA ONSIDER firſt, in order to cure this unhappy 
itch of vain glory, which is ſodeeply rooted in our 
corrupt nature, how little title we have to pretend to 
any honour, praiſe, or eſteem, from any one; we who 


have ſo often, and ſo grievouſly, offended the Creator 


of all; and who, if we were to be treated according to 
our deſerts, ought rather to be deſpiſed, and trampled 
under foot, by all men, yea to be deteſted and En 

| y 
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abhorred by all God's creatures, For there is ſomething 
ſo black, ſo odious, ſo filthy and abominable, in wilful 
ſin, that even toads and ſnakes, were they capable of 


knowing it, would hate and fly from the unbappy 


wretches, that are ſtained with it. What pretenſions 
then can ſuch wretched finners as we bave to any ho- 
nour, praiſe, or eſteem, whilſt we are conſcious to our- 


ſelves of mortal ſin? No other ſure than the damned in 


hell. And can there be any room for vain glory there? 


Conſider 2dly, how truly vain, how empty, how fhart, 
how inconſtant is all human glory, and all the praiſe 
and eſteem of men: it is like a puff of wind, which 
paſſes in a moment, and makes us not one jot the better 
in ourſelves: it adds nothing to us in the ſight of God, 
the juſt and true, and eternal Judge of all merit. O N 
ear to the devout A. Kempis, L. iii. C. 50. Tbe ſen- 
* timents of meu are often wrong in their judgments 
8 What is a man the better, for being reputed 
greater by man? One deceitful man deceivesanother; 
* one vain man deceives another; the blind decerves 
the blind; the weak the weak, whilſt he extols him; 
* and in truth doth rather confbund him, whilſt he 
* vainly praiſes him: for how much each one is in thy 
* eyes, O Lord, ſo much he is, and no more, faith the 
humble St. Francis.“ And again, Chap. 14. What 
is all fleſh in thy fight, O Lord? How can he be 
$ 


puffed up with the vain talk of men, whoſe heart is 
truly ſubjected to God He will never ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be moved with the tongues of them that praiſe 
him who hath eſtabliſhed his whole confidence in 
God. For behold all they that talk of him are all no- 
thing; for they ſhall paſs away with the ſound of their 
* : but the truth of the Lord remainethi for ever, 

« Cx V1.” oy, | 
Conſider gdly, that this paſſion for glory, honour, 
raiſe, and eſteem, is not only highly unreaſonable, 
oliſh · and vain; it is unjuſt too, it is impious, it is per- 
nicious. It is unjuſt and impious; deconſs © teins to 
rob God of his glory, and to uſurp what belongs to 
him alone; inaſmuch as it pretends to appropriate to 
| D 2 | itſelf 


— 


itſelf the glory of God's gifts, which he has reſerved 
for himſelf. Mat haſt thou, ſaith the Apoſtle, that 
tou haſt not received; and if thou haſt received, why dojt 
thou 8 ory, as if thou hadft not received it? 1 Cor. iv. 
It is alſo pernicious, inaſmuch as it robs man of the 
reward of his good works, and even poiſons the beſt of 
his actions, and expoſes the actor to the danger, of being 
eternally puniſhed for thoſe very works, tor which he 
expected an eternal crown. take heed, ſaith our 
Lord, that you do not your juſtice before men, to be ſeen 
by them : otherwiſe you ſhall not have a reward of your 
ather who is in heaven, Matt. vi. 1. No: no other re- 
ward, but that of the Scribes and Phariſees, againſt 
whom he pronounces his woes, becauſe they did all therr 
works to be ſeen by men, and loved the uppermoſt ſeats, and 
ſalutations and titles, Matt. xxiii. and juſtified themſelves 
before men: but, ſaid he, God knoweth your hearts; for 
that which is hagh to men is an abommation before God, 
Luke xvi. 14. Ah! it was this love of human glory, 
that ſtood chiefly in their way, and hindered them from 
ſubmitting to the faith and fimplicity of the goſpel: 
For how can you believe, ſaith our Lord to them, John 
v. 44- who receive glory one from another: and the glory 
which is from God alone you do not ſeek. So pernicious 
It is to the ſoul to be a ſſave to vain glory. | 
Conclude, O my ſoul, for thy part, ever to ſeek the 
glory of Gc d, by a purity of intention, in all thy words 
and actions: and God will be thy reward exceeding great. 
If what thou art ſaying or doing be right in his eyes; 
it matters not what the world thinks, or ſays of thee, 
or of thy performances: but if he diſapproves of thy 
condudt, it will be of no ſervice to thee to be eſteemed 
and applauded by the whole world. For He that has 
a a mind to be praiſed by men, whilſt he is diſpraiſed 
by God, ſhall not be juſtified by men, when he ſhall 
be judged by God; nor reſcued by men, when he 


- * ſhall be condemned by God.“ St. Auguſtine Confeſſ. 
I, , ch. 36. ; | 
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f | OcT. 14. On the vice of covetouſneſs. 
| ONSIDER firſt, that the vice of covetouſheſs 


conſiſts in having too great a love, defire, or con- 
eern, for money, or other worldly goods and poſſeſſions: 
ſo as to ſet one's heart upon them; to be uneaſy and 
ſolicitous about them; to covet them eagerly, when 
abſent, to take too great a complacency in them, when 
preſent, and to make them the darling of one's affec- 
tions. The malignity of this vice may eaſily be diſco- 
vered, from its oppolition to God, — to his worſhip; 
and to every branch of divine charity: which is ſo 
great, that in the language of the Scripture, covetou/- 
ne/s is name. the /crving of idols, and the covetous man 
is declared to be an idolater, Eph. v. 5. Coloſ. iii. 5. be- 
cauſe he worſhips, and loves his money more than 
God: and what is idolatry, but worſhipping and ſerving 
the creature rather than the Creator? Rom. 1. 25. Yes, 
the covetous man ſerves mammon, the Cod of thas world, 
more than the living God of heaven: for the love of 
mammon he turns his back upon his Maker, neglects 
his love and ſervice, and is ever ready to break through 
his heavenly law and commandments, rather than fore- 
go his weekly intereſt; to which he ſacrifices his ſoul 
and all; and for the ſake of which, he hardens his 
heart againſt the neceſſities of his neighbours, and the 
cries of the poor. O how evidently is here verified, 
that of the wiſe man, Ecclus. x. 10. There is not a more 
wicked thing than to love money, for fuch a one ſelteth even 


fas own Fea mY 

Conſider 2dly, the malignity of this vice of loving 
money, from its unhappy offspring, that is, from the 
innumerable evils which it daily produces. It is the 
mother of thefts and robberies, "A fraud and deceit, of 


_—_ of the poor, of uſury and extortion, and of 
all manner of injuſtices; it employs innumerable lies 
and perjuries to ſupport its darling idol. It is the pa- 
rent of bribery and corruption, and of all the ſad con- 
ſequences this evil produces in the world. It even 

creeps into the ſanctuary, and too often profanes it with _ 
D 3 manifold 
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manifold abuſes, and facrileges. It has often brought 
forth hereſies and ſchiſms too. 1 Timoth. vi. 10. and 
with them a deluge of other crimes: it has pillaged and 
deſtroyed churches, hoſpitals, and monaſteries, and in- 
vaded and carried off the patrimony of the poor, &c. 
It has even betrayed and bold the Son of God himſelf. 
O curſed love of money ! How long ſhalt thou thus, 
like a ſecond deluge, ; dna the whole world! When 
ſhall thy tyranny have an end? Wilt thou never ceaſe 
» = the world with all fort of crimes, and hell with 
ouls 
Conſider gdly, that this vice of covetou/ne/s, beſides 
all this brood of evils,-which it daily brings forth, pro- 
duces many other ſad effefts in the ſoul of man, even 
then when it does not hurry him into thoſe more ſcan- 
dalous exceſſes ſpecified above: and, when in the eyes 
of the world, it appears more innocent. For where a 
perſon, though he covets not perhaps the goods of his 
neighbour, yet ſets his affection too much upon riches, 
or worldly poſſeſſions, and eagerly purſues after money, 
he quickly loſes all reliſh for heavenly things, and all 
true ſenſe of devotion; his heart is filled with the love 
of the world, and with many cares and anxious ſolici- 
tudes about the things of the world; which, like thorns, 
choak up the ſeed of the word, and of the grace of 
God; and hinder it from bringing forth the Trois of 
faith, hope, and charity, in their due time. The love 
of riches overpowers his love of God, and of his neigh- 
bour; the care of his eternal ſalvation is no e 
2 concern: he loſes that confidence he * ta 
ave in divine providence: he negletts religious duties: 
he does not give alms according to his circumſtances: 
in a word, he is continually in danger of breaking 
through the law of God, by commiſhon, or omiſſion, 
for the love of money: fo dreadful are the conſequen- 
ces of covetouſneſs, even then when it pretends ta 
— itſelf within the bounds of juſtice. 
Conclude to beware of this vice of covetouſne/s, as 
of one of the worſt of the enemies of thy ſoul: ſo 
much the more dangerous to thee, as it is too apt ta 
, t impoſe 
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impoſe upon perſons, with ſpecious pretexts of worldly 
prudence, and of neceſſity: inſomuch that oftentimes 
| they that are the moſt. covetous, and whoſe heart 1s 
quite ſet upon this worldly mammon, are ſcarce ſenſible 
of their diſeaſe, however grievous and mortal. O take 
care, my ſoul, not to deceive thyſelf, nor to ſuffer thy. 
ſelf to be deceived. Examine well the bent of thy 
thoughts, and of the affections of thy heart; and thou 
wilt eaſily diſcover where thy treaſure 1s. 


Ocr. 15. Preſcriptions againſt covetouſneſs, out of holy 
; wret.. | 


ONSIDER firſt, in what manner the word of 
God, in innumerable places, declares itſelf againſt 

this vice of tovetouſneſs* he wiſe man tells us, Prov. 
i. 19. that the ways of every covetous man deſtroy the ſoul 
of the peſſeſſors. And Eccigſiaſticus x. 5 that nothing 
s more wicked than the covetous man. Ifaias, Chap. v. 
9. pronounces a woe againſt the covetous: and chap. 
xxxili. 15. promiſes eternal bleſſings to them that caft 
away covetouſneſs, Jeremiah threatens the Jews with 
the worſt of evils, chap. vi. and viii. becauſe from the 
leaſt to the great-ſt my all were given to covetouſneſs. 
Amos alſo, ix. 1. and Hfbacuc ii. 6, g. denounce the 
like judgments and woes from God againſt the cove- 
tous. ur Lord himſelf Mark vii. 22. reckons cove- - 
tou/neſs amongſt thoſe crimes of the heart, that defile a 
man. And St. Paul, Rom. 1. 29. gives it aplace in that 
black liſt of fins, of which he pronounces, v. 32. that 
they who do ſuch things are worthy of death; even the 
fecond death, of ' a miſerable eternity. And again, 1 
Cor. v1. 10. er. _ * e ſnall never 
of/e/s the kingdom of God: An v. 5. that they 
. — 2 the kingdom ok Chril And ſhall 
not the thunder of ſo . terrible ſentences, pro- 
nounced by the Spirit of God, againſt covetouſneſs, 
deter Chriſtians from this unhappy love of money? 
Conſider 2dly, from the word of God, that theſe. 
riches, which men ſo earneſtly covet, are not capable 
of making them happy. or of ſatisfying the heart. 
3 Ns A covetous 
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A covetous man, ſaith Solomon, Eccles. v. 6, ſhall not be 
ati gſied with money : and he that loveth riches ſhall reap 
no fruit from them. O] daily experience confirms to 
us that truth, which this wiſeſt of men had learnt by his 
own experience, that the wealth of this world, inſtead 
of bringing along with it true content, and peace, to 
the ſoul, is generally attended with nothing but vany 
and vexation of mind, Eccles. ii. 11. Riches are dece:!- 
ful, St. Mat. xiii. becauſe they promiſe a happineſs, 
which they cannot give; they are thorns 1 that 
wound, and gore the ſoul: and they expoſe the poſſeſ- 
ſors to many dreadful dangers of loſing their ſouls for 
ever: becauſe it is hard to poſſeſs them, and not to a- 
buſe them, or put confidence in them, or at leaſt ſet 
the heart too much upon them : witneſs that terrible 
ſentence, Matt. xix. 24. {t 2s eafter for a camel to paſs 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. Hence our Lord pronoun- 
ces a woe to the rich, Luke vi. 24. becauſe they | aw therr 
conſolation here. And the 3 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 
warns us againſt the love of ricſes, as of all things the 
moſt dangerous and pernicious to our fouls. O that 
men would be wiſe, and lay up in their bearts theſe 
Scripture truths! O that they would learn to deſpiſe 
theſe fal/e riches, and only ſeek for ſuch as are true; 
which men can neither give, nor take away! O that 
they would always ſeek to be rich in good works; and 
fo to lay up to themſelves treaſures in heaven, where nei- 
ther ruſt nor moth can conſume, nor thieves break through 
and fieal! Mat. vi. 20. 

Conſider gdly, that the word of God recommends 
the remembrance of death, and of the ſhortneſs and un- 
certainty of human life, as a powerful remedy againſt 
— 0 Alas! how quickly will death be with 
us! And where ſhall all our riches be then? I will jay 
to my foul, ſaid the rich man, Luke xii. 19, 20. thou haſt 
much goods laid up for many years; take thy reſt, eat, 
drink, and be — ber 47 aid to _ - 2 1 — this 
 mpht ſhall thy ſoul be c or; and whoſe ſhall thoſe 

2 U thou haſt proviged? O how true it 15 

Wl 
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with regard to the worldly rich, that the ſatisfaction 
which they take, or propoſe to themſelves in their 
wealth, is at the beſt but a dream: and that, when they 
have flept out their ſhort Seeps they find nothing in ther 
hands, Pl. Ixxv. No: we brought nothing with us into 
this world; and certainly we can carry nothing out, 1 
Tim. vi. 7. Wherefore, having food, and wherewth to 
be covered, let us be content. Now theſe neceſſaries will 
never be wanting to ſuch as /cek in the firſt place the 
kingdom of God, and his juſtice: we have Chriſt's own 
word for it, Mat. vi. 33. Give ear again to the Apo- 
file, Heb. xi. g. Let your manners be without covetou/- 
neſs, contented with ſuch things as you have : for he hath 
/ard; I will not leave thee, neither will I for/ake thee. 
Conclude to oppoſe theſe divine leſſons, againſt all 
the temptations of covetouſneſs and worldly ſolicitude. 
If you are poor by condition, be content with your cons 
dition: you are more like Jeſus Chriſt, and his Saints. 
Take care not to loſe by your murmuring, or impa- 
tience, the opportunity he gives you of merit. If you 
are rich; take occaſion of humbling yourſelves, to ſee 
the wide diſtance between your way of living, and that 
of youf Saviour. Dread the dangers you are expoſed 
to by your riches: and arm — them, by 
poverty of ſpirit, and humility: you have no other ſe- 
curity for your ſouls, 


Ocr. 16. On the vice of impurity. _ 

(CONSIDER firſt, that the /u/? of the fleſh, or the 
inordinate love of the unclean pleaſures of the 
fleſh, is another raging plague, that has ſpread itſelf 
over the whole earth: and as it once brought down from 
heaven the waters of the deluge, which drowned all the 
world; and at another time | and brimſtone, which 
conſumed whole cities, with all their inhabitants: ſo it 

daily calls down the vengeance of heaven, executed b 

viſible, or inviſible judgments, upon thouſands, cut o 
before their time, in the midſt of their ſins, and caſt 
down headlong into the bottomleſs pit. The Scripture 
has abundantly declared, how deteſtable this vice ens 
; | 2 


34 MEDTTATTONS FOR 


the ſight of God; by poſitively aſſuring us, in many 
places, that ſuch as are guilty of it, in any of its kinds, 
ſhall never enter the kingdom of heaven, (Rom. i. 1. 
1 Cor. vi. Gal. v. Eph. v. Apoc. xxi. and xxii.) and in 
particular, in the account it gives of the cauſes of the 
deluge, Gen. vi. by informing us, that the general 
wickedneſs of men in this line was ſo odious in the 
ſight of their maker, that he was grieved with it to the 
heart, and even repented hum that he had made them, 
verſe 5, 6, 7. By which ſtrong figures of ſpeech, the 
Holy Spirit Kan have us to underſtand, how enor- 
mous this vice of impurity is in the 2 of God, ſee- 
ing that he, who by nature is incapable of grief or re. 
e e or any other paſſion, was determined by the 
atred he bears to it, to deſtroy all theſe his creatures, 
whom before he had ſo much favoured and loved. | 
Conſider 2dly, that what makes the vice of the uf 

of the fleſh fo odious in the ſight of God, is its particular 
oppoſition to hzs purity and /andity: by its defiling, in 
a moſt ſhameful and beaſtly manner, that temple, which 
he has ſanctified for himſelf: and this more eſpecially 
with regard to Chriſtians; whoſe bodies and ſouls have 
both of them been dedicated, and conſecrated to him, 
in their baptiſm; both of which, by their yielding to 
impurity, are ſhamefully violated and profaned; are 
brought down to the reſemblance of brute beaſts; and 
given up to be the hold of unclean devils. Xn. you 
not that you are the temple of God, ſaith St. Paul, ſpeak- 
ing to all Chriſtians, 1 Cor. ui. 16, 17. and that the Spi- 
rit of God dwelleth in you? But if any man violate the 
_ temple of God, him will God defiroy. And again, chap. 
vi. 15. Know yo not that your bodies are the members of 
Chrill &c. And (v. 19.) the temple of the Holy Ghoyt, 
who ts in you, whom you have from God. And. you are 
not your own. For you are bought with a great price: 
glorify and carry God in your body. O Chriſtians, at- 
nd to this heavenly doctrine; and ſee you never 
more preſume to be guilty of ſo crying a ſacrilege, as 
to profane and defile the temple of the living God; to 
drive him out of his temple, and ſet up filthy * 
5 | 1$ 
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his place: ſee you never bring in the devil thither, and 
ſacrifice your ſoul to him, for the ſake of a baſe filthy 
carnal ſatisfathon, that can laſt but for a moment. 
Conſider gdly, the dreadful conſequences of yielding 
to the vice of impurity, and the diſmal flavery to which 
it reduces the foul. One att preſently begets a habit, 


or violent inclination; this drags the poor ſoul on to 


new crimes; and by indulging theſe a cuſtom is formed, 
which turns into a ſecond nature, infinitely hard to be 
overcome ; and which, without ceaſing, exerciſes a moſt 
cruel tyranny over the foul. Hence follow all thoſe 
worſt of evils, which St. Gregory (l. xxxi. Moral. c. 


31.) calls the daughters of luxury, or luſt, as being the 


uſual effects of a habit of impurity: 7222. a blindneſs, 


and hardneſs. of heart; a — headlong into the 


worſt of dangers; a thoughtleſſneſs, and inſenſibility 
vith regard to the judgments of God, and the truths of 


eternity; an inconſtancy, with regard to every thing 


that is good; an averſion to God, and to his ſervice; 


and a perpetual love, and ſeeking of one's ſelf; a ſtrong- 


attachment to this world; and a horror, or deſpair, 


with regard to the world to come. Such 1s the — 
ie 


offspring of luſt: a train of evils, not to be mate 
on this ſide of hell. Sweet Jeſus, deliver us both from 
the mother, and the daughters! | 


Conclude to fly from all impurity, mare than death; | 
and from all the dangerous company, or other occa- 


ſions, that may expole thee to temptations in this 
kind, more than from a houſe infected with the plague. 
The peſtilence can only take away the temporal life of 


the body; but impurity will kill the ſoul for eternity, © 


Oct. 17. Preſcriptions againſt impurity. 


ONSIDER firſt, that the moſt neceſſary of all 
preſcriptions, and precautions, againſt impurity, is 

to keep at a diſtance from the danger; and to fly all 
the immediate occaſions of it; more eſpecially the com- 

pany and converſation of all ſuch perſons as are a 
temptation to us: as alſo the reading of looſe, or idle 
books, ſuch as romances, plays, &c. the frequenting of 


maſquerades 


* 
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maſquerades and comedies; the indulging too much 
the ſenſual appetite in eating and drinking; the giving 
too great a liberty to the eyes, (which are the windows 
through which the death of luſt uſually enters into the 
ſoul) or to roving imaginations, and dangerous amuſe- 
ments: and the leading an idle and diſſipated life. The 
indulging one's ſelf in all, or any of theſe ways, opens 
the gates of the ſoul to luſt: and ke that loves the danger 
Hall periſh in it, Ecclus. iii. 27. This enemy is ever 
lying in wait for us, to ſhoot his fiery darts at our heart ;. 
we mult then be always upon our guard, and keep our- 
ſelves, as much as poſſible, out of his reach; we muſt 
take the alarm at every motion of his, and dread the 
approach of danger: we muſt not play, or dally with 
him, by taking or admitting of any freedoms or liber- 
ties, even of a leſſer degree: he that will venture to 
play with a wild beaſt muſt expect a mortal gripe. If 
our Lord has aſſured us, Mat. v. 28. that a wanton 

lance of the eye is capable to bring death to the ſoul, 
3 much more a wanton touch, or embrace? 

0 Conſider 2dly, that our corrupt nature is ſo prone to 
this evil of impurity, and the allurements and tempta- 
tions to it are ſo common, and withal ſo violent, eſpe- 
cially in youth; that the fzght of the occaſions alone 
will not ſuffice to gain the victory over this vice, with 
out frequent conflicts: (for whither ſhall we fly, where 
the fleſh and the devil will not follow us?) and there- 
fore it will be alſo neceſſary for us to igt; and conſe. 
quently to provide ourſelves with proper arms for this 
warfare : and as we are not ſtrong enough of ourſelves 
to overcome ſuch formidable enemies, we muſt engage 
heaven on our fide, in order to ſecure the victory. 

| This infers the neceſſity, (if we would get the better of 

. luſt) of a diligence in all ſpiritual exerciſes; of frequent 

and fervent prayer; of frequenting the ſacraments; ot 

daily reading and meditating on divine truths; of hav- 
ing frequent recourſe to the precious blood of Chriſt, 
the ſource of all grace, by a conſtant devotion to his 
ſacred paſſion and death: and of earneſtly craving the 


prayers and interceſſion of the Bleſſed Virgin, and 1 
| | a 
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all the holy Angels and Saints. More eſpecially, when 
we find ourſelves aſſaulted with theſe temptations, we 
muſt reſolutely reſiſt the firſt motions. of the enemy; 
by turning ourſelves omar” to Jeſus Chriſt cruci-. 
fied; calling upon him with all our power, Lord /ave | 
me, or I periſh; hiding ourſelves in his wounds; and 
not ceaſing to implore his mercy and grace, till the 
temptation ceaſes. | ES 1 
Conſider gdly, what kind of arms we muſt provide . 
for this warfare: vz. a lively faith, and a ſtrong confi- | 
dence in Jeſus Chriſt, joined with an humble diffidence q- 
in our own ftrength; (for if we have any dependance 
on the ſtrength of our own reſolutions, we ſhall certain- 
ly fall.) A ſenſe alſo of the preſence of God; and 
above all things, the fear and love of God. The fear 
of his divine judgments, that always hangs over the 
heads of wilful ſinners; the remembrance of the ap- : 
proaches of death ; the conſideration of the worm that | 
hall never die, and of the fire that ſhall never be | 
quenched, prepared for the puniſhment of luſt, are cer- | 
tainly powerful reſtraints to keep the ſoul from con- ; 
lenting to a crime, which ſhe has reaſon to apprehend 
may be followed the next moment by death, judgment 
and hell. But the love of God is a ſtill more power- | 
fal reſtraint; becauſe 1t diſcovers ſuch charms in his | 
infinite beauty, and infinite goodneſs, as makes all the 
allurements of luſt appear not only moſt wretched and | 
contemptible, but alſo moſt odious and abominable. | 
Conclude to make uſe of all theſe preſcriptions a- | | 
gainſt this mortal enemy of thy ſoul. Fly whenever 254 
thou art able; for this is a war, in which thou art not 
allowed to ſeek the occaſions of meeting with the ene- | 
my, or of facing him. When thou canſt not fly, fight; - 
but with thy eye turned away from the enemy, and 
fixed on Chriſt crucified. Make a good proviſion for 
thyſelf, by the help of daily meditations, of the fear | 
and love of God; and he will give thee the victory. 
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Ocr. 18. On the virtue of chaſtity. 
ONSIDER firft, the excellence of the virtue of 
| chaſtity; which makes us, in this mortal fleſh, re- 
ſemble in ſome meaſure the Angels in heaven; wy 
xxii. 30.) and which entitles us to be the ſpecial favou- 
rites of Jeſus Chriſt, the lover of purity, and the ſpouſe 
of pure ſouls: who, when he came amongſt us, would 
not be born but of the pureſt of virgins; and ever 
ſhewed the moſt particular love to his virgin diſciple 
St. John, “to whom alſo, on account of his purity, he 
recommended his virgin mother, when he was dying 
on the croſs, John xix. 27.) and who in heaven is ever 
Followed by uirgins, whither ſoever he goeth ; who „ing be- 
fore the throne, as it were a new canticle, which none of 
the reſt of the bleſſed can ſing. Apocal. xiv. g, 4. 
Chaſtity is the lilly of virtues; the bright ornament of 
the ſoul: the profeſſion and practice of which, by ſo 
many thouſands, is one of the greateſt evidences of the 
truth, and of the excellency of the Chriſtian religion; 
of the wonderful grace it communicates to its followers; 
and of the purity and ſanctity of the author of it. O 
my ſoul, let us ever eſteem, love, and embrace, this an- 
gelical virtue, which makes its lovers the favourites of 
heaven. 

Conſider 2dly, in what manner this virtue is recom- 
mended to all Chriſtians, by the 4 qv. 1 Theſſ. iv. g, 
4. 7. This is the will of God, ſaith he, eee ex 

(that is, that you ſhould be pure and holy) that you ſhould 
abſtain from fornication (from all uncleanneſs) that ever 
one of you ſhould know how to poſſeſs his veſſel (his body 
in 2587 cation aud honour ; not in the paſſion of luſt, 
like the Gentiles, who know not God. or God hath not 
called us to uncleanne/s, but to holineſs, that is, to purity 
and chaſtity. Yes Chriſtians, the virtue of chaſtity, by 
the will and law of God, and by the ſanctity of the 
Chriſtian calling, is for all; married, as well as unmar- 
ried. The married muſt be chaſte, not only by keeping 
their bed undefiled, with adultery, or any unnatural ex- 


ceſs; but alſo by refraining from every thought, word 
or 
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or action, that is not confined within the ſacred limits, 
fixed by the divine law of matrimggy; or that is not 
referred to any of thoſe holy ends, for which God in- 
ſtituted marriage. O how neceſſary is this conjugal 
chaſtity! O how many thouſands are loſt in this ſtate, 
by allowing themſelves many criminal liberties; and 
falſely imagining every _—_ to be lawful for them, 
which their unbridled paſſion ſuggeſts! The unmarried 
alſo muſt keep themſelves pure and chaſte, by a con- 
ſtant care, abſolutely to refill or to renounce, all carnal. 
pleaſures; and all the irregular motions, or impreſſions 
of luſt, either in body, or mind. 

Conſider gdly, that, in order to procure, or main- 
tain, this precious virtue of chaſtity; beſides the ne- 
ceſſity of fervent prayer, (for no one can be continent, 
except God give it, Wild. viii. 21.) two other virtues - 
are alſo neceſſary; without which chaſtity will not be 
able to ſtand her ground, for any long time, in the ſoul; 
viz. mortification and humility. By mortification, the 
Fleſh is brought under ſubjection to the /prrit; and by 
humility, the /pz7:t is ſubjefted to God: and thus the 
whole man becomes — and orderly, and eaſily re- 
ſiſts the paſſions of luſt. But. where the fleſh is un- 
mortified, it grows headſtrong and uaruly; and where 
the ſpirit is proud, it is juſtly abandoned by God to the 
ſlavery of thoſe — aſſions, from which it will 
never be delivered, but by Coating. 1 55 

Conclude to labour with all thy power, for the ac- 

gone of this precious jewel of purity and chaſtity. 

ſpare no coſt to purchaſe it: it is worth all thou canſt 
give for it, and infinitely more. But remember it will 
never ſtay long with thee; if thou give entertainment 
to its mortal enemies, intemperance and pride. 


; Ocr. 19. On thevice of. anger. x 
COD SIDER firſt, that anger, in the ſenſe in 
&- which it is numbered amongſt the capital ſins, is 
an inordinate love, or dejire, of revenge: and is a mor- 
tal ſin, as often as the evil it-wiſhes, or the vengeance, 
or puniſhment, it pretends to take, is conſiderably con- 
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2 either to juſtice; or to Chriſtian charity; that is, 
to that love we owe to 2 neighbour, by the law of 
Chriſt, even to our greateſt enemies. Our anger, or 
deſire of revenge, is contrary to juſtice, whenever the 
perſon we are angry with, has not deſerved the puniſh- 
ment we deſire to inflict; or, though he has deſerved 
it, if we do not obſerve the order X Juſtice ; but make 
ourſelves both judges, and executioners too, by taking 
revenge for ourſelves, by our own private authority, 
which is never allowable. Our anger and deſire of re- 
venge is con to fraternal charity; when, let the 
cauſe be ever ſo juſt, we proſecute, or puniſh the offen- 


der, not out of the love of juſtice, but out of hatred, or 


ill-will to the 2 or merely to gratify a diſorderly 
paſſion. In ſuch caſes as theſe our anger and revenge 
is criminal, becauſe it ſtrikes at one, or both, of thoſe 


principal virtues, of juſtice and charity: and where ei- 


ther of theſe is grievouſly wounded, there is no ſound- 


neſs in the ſoul. 


Conſider adly, that anger, paſſion, and deſire of re- 
venge, when deliberatel ad to, are alſo inſinite- 
ly oppoſite to thoſe other favourite virtues of Jeſus 

hriſt, meekne/s, humility, mercy, peace, patrence, long- 
luffering, renouncing our own will, bearing the croſs, and 
the like ; which are all of them ſtrongly recommenced 
hy his Goſpel, and jointly make up the amiable cha- 
rafter of his diſciples. Theſe are the livery of his ſer- 
vants, by which be expects they ſhould be known and 
diſtinguiſhed, Theſe we are to learn of him, Mat. xi. 
29. If we do not endeavour ſeriouſly to ſtudy, and 
praftiſe theſe leſſons, he will not own us for his diſci- 

es: if we do not wear his livery, he will not acknow- 
edge us for his ſervams. But how irreconcileable is 
this paſſion of anger, when it reigns in the ſoul, with 
every one of theſe Chriſtian virtues! It directly de- 
ſtroys all meekne/s, and conſequently humility, its indi- 
vidual compamon; for anger generally ſprings from 

ide and ſelf- love: it is a — to mercy, according 


to that of Solomon, Prov. xxvii. 4. Anger hath no mer- 
cy: it is even a ſhert madneſs, that is capable, for the 
EN ume 
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time it laſts, of infliting the worſt of evils, or deſirin 
the worſt of judgments : it breaks feace, both with God: 
and our neighbour; and baniſhes it from our own fouls: 
it is the mortal enemy of patience and long-/uffering, for 
it will endure to ſuffer nothing: much lets will it admit 
of the renouncing of our own will, or of gur ſubmitting 
to take up the croſs; hecaule theſe are yirtyes, that Rrike 
at its very root; and deſtroy it whereyer they meet 
with it; and therefore it cannot endure them. And 
ſhalt thou, my ſoul, any longer indulge 2 paſſion, that 
robs thee at once of all chele lovely virtues; and, in- 
ſtead of a ſervant, and a diſciple, makes thee an enemy 
of Jeſus Chriſt ? 1 F208 
Conſider gdly, what a train of other evils and fins 
uſually uccompany, or follow, this paſſion of anger : 
what oaths, curſes, and blaſphemies; what affronts, re- 
proaches and injuries; what quarrels, ſtrife and þrawls; 
ea ſometimes bloodſhed and murder top; what malice, 
hatred and revenge: beſides the ſcandal, that is given 
to thoſe we are angry with; the robbing them not on- 
ly of their peace, but allo of the grace of God, by pro- 
yoking them to ſin; as one fire is apt to enkingle of 
nouriſh another. Not to ſpeak of many other {ad ef. 
fects of this vice, which is frequently pernicious to the 
health of the body, as well as that of the A. £ 
makes them that are ſlaves to it, unſupportable both to 
themſelyes, and to all that have any dealings with them. 
O my ſoul, let us ever deteſt this infernal fury, which 
daily produces ſo much miſchief in the world, to the 
eternal damnation of innumerable ſouls. T 
Conclude to give ear to the heavenly leſſons againſt 
anger and revenge, ſo often inculcated in holy writ; 
to learn them well, and to follow them in practice. 
Rom. xi. 17, &c. Render to no man evil for evil 
of it be gable as much as is in you, have peace with all 
men. 


4 | Revenge not your/elues, my dearl ed, but give 
f place to am 2 for 2t 1 written, — 25 mine, 1 ye 

14 repay, faith the Lord. But if thy enemy be hungry, give 
1 Aim to eat. &c. Be Ut 


hack e not overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. Eph. iy. $4.99, &c. Put on the new man, 
| 3 &c 
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&c. Let not the ſun ſet upon your anger —— let all bit- 
terneſs, and anger, and indignation, and clamour, and 
Hlaſphemy, be put away from you, with all malice + and be 
ye kind to one another, &c. Gal. v. 19, &c. The works 
of the fleſh are mamifeſl—enmittes, contentions, emulations, 
wrath, quarrels, diſſenſions, &c. Of which I foretel you 
lat they who do ſuch things not obtain tbe hing- 
dom of God. But the fruit of the =_ ig charity, joy, 
peace, patience, bent nity, goodneſs, g-Juffering, 22 
neſs, &c. O how happy are the ſouls in whom the 
un of God produces theſe fruits! But how miſe- 

le are ny in whom the oppoſite ſpirit brings forth 
thoſe other dead works of the fleſh, the end of which is 


the ſecond death! 


OcT. 20. Remedies againſt the vice of anger. 

CONSIDER firſt, that, m order to ſubdue the 
ſhon of anger, and to keep it within the bounds 

fixed by the divine law; we muſt watch, we muſt pray, 
and we muſt fig lt againſt it. But, to the end we may 
de quite in earneſt in this warfare, we maſt, in the firſt 
place, be thoroughly convinced, how dangerous an 
enemy We have to deal with; that our all is here at 
take: and that, if we ſuffer this tyrant to hold the do- 
minion of our ſouls, neither the gift of tongues, nor 
propheſy, nor knowledge, nor faith, though ſtrong 
enough to move mountains, or to raife the dead to life, 
nor giving our whole ſubſtance to the poor, nor our 
bodies to the flames, will ever bring us to Jeſus Chriſt. 
Becauſe, as long as we refuſe to 4 up his yoke upon 
us, by denying ourſelves, and learning of him to be 
meek and humble of heart, we are none of his; for 
we have not his Spirit. And therefore, he will declare 
to us: 1 know you not + depart from me ye workers of int- 
quity. O ye ſlaves to anger and revenge, have you 
ever well conſidered this? O how is it poſſible, that fo 
many thouſands, who pretend to believe the Goſpel, 
and expett to be faved by it, ſhould be ſo indifferent 
about the ſubduing this mortal enemy to the ſpirit of 


the Goſpel, and to the ſalvation of their ſouls! 
| Conſider 
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Conſider 2dly, more in particular, thoſe three pre- 
ſcriptions againſt this paſſion. viz. watching, praying, 
and fighting. Firſt we muſt watch the motions of 
this enemy, whoſe attacks are the moſt dangerous, 
when they are ſudden and unforeſeen: and therefore 
we muſt forecaſt, for example, in the morning, the 
occaſions in which we may likely meet with provoca- 
tions, or temptations; that ſo we may either decline 
them, or, at leaſt, prepare and arm ourſelves againſt 
them. Secondly we muſt pray, with all the fervour 
and earneſtneſs of our ſoul, for the victory, which God 
alone can give; and we muſt pray with an humble dif- 
truſt in ourſelves, and an entire confidence in God, 
through the merits of the precious blood of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, the great pattern of meekneſs, patience and hu- 
mility. Thirdly we muſt fight; by reſiſting, without 
delay, the firſt aſſaults of the enemy; by calling in all 
the powers of the ſoul, to ſtill the ſtorm that begins to 
ariſe; by running to the embraces of the croſs; by- 
turning away from the temptation, and going out of 
the company; or at leaſt by keeping filence, till the 
commotion is over; or anſwering nothing, but with 
ſweetneſs and meekneſs. _ | #040 

Conſider gdly, that in order to overcome our paſſion, . 
we muſt alſo learn to deſpiſe and humble ourſelves : 
for anger uſually proceeds from an unhappy pride, 
which makes us ever unwilling to be thwarted, or con- 
tradicted, or oppoſed by any one; and therefore makes 
us ſwell with indignation, and fly at them that oppoſe 
us, and ſeek to revenge every little ſlight we receive ei- 
ther in word, or deed. Alas! if we did but know our- 
| ſelves, and what poor wretches indeed we are; and 
what we have deſerved by our fins; there would be no 
room left for our being angry with any perſon, for ei- 
ther ſlighting, or offending us; who, by our having fo 
often, and ſo grievouſly, offended our Creator, have 
8 that all his creatures ſhou!d rife up a- 
gainſt us, and revenge his cauſe upon us: and that 
| they ſhould both deſpiſe us, and abhor us. 5 

| | | Conclude 
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Conclude to make uſe of all theſe remedies againſt 
this N paſſion; and never to make any truce 
with it, till thou haſt brought it under: otherwiſe it 
will fill thee with fin; and will never ſuffer either 
Peace or grace to abide in thy ſou]. 


OcT. 21. On the vice of intemperance. 


NONSIDER firſt, that another capital enemy 
gf the ſoul is the vice of zntemperance; that is, of 
immoderation; or excels, in eating, or drinking: which 
is a mortal fin, as often as it expoſes a perſon to the 
danger of a conſiderable prejudice, either in his ſoul, 
or body, health, or reaſon; or when it ſhortens his 
days, as it frequently happens, like aflow poiſon; though 
the effetts of it are not immediately perceived: and in 
general, When, for the ſake of the pleaſure in eating or 
— a perſon does not heſitate to tranſgreſs the 
commandments of God. or the church; or otherwiſe 
ſets his aſſettion ſo much upon gratifying his ſenſual 
_ appetite, as to make this the ſtudy and buſineſs of his 
lite; like thoſe of whom the Apoſtle ſays, Phzl. iii. 
that they make a God of therr belly; and of whom he 
pronounces, with tears, that they are enemies of the croſs 
of 5 that their end 15 deſlruction. O how true 
u is, that the vice of intemperance is abſolutely irre- 
concileable with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and with 
that penitential and mortihed life, which is enjoined by 
oſpel, as the narrow way that leads to everlaſting 
life! Ol it is an enemy indeed to the croſs of Chriſt. 
Conſider 2dly, the innumerable evils in every kind, 
that axe the daily conſequences of ſins of intemperance. 
How they change men into brutes; rob them of their 
reaſon; deſtroy their health; bring upon them a vari- 
ety of diſeaſes; ſhorten their lives; conſume their 
ſubſtance; diſturb the peace of their families; with- 
draw from their wives and children their neceſſary ſub- 
ſiſtence; give ſcandal and bad example to their neigh- 
bours; foment their paſhons and luſts; enſlave them to 
their ſenſual inchnations; make them (unfit for prayer, 
and other ſpiritual exerciſes; and quite dull one 
ſenſible 
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ſenſible to the things of God: in a word, how they 
ſhut the gate againſt the grace of God, and all that 1s 
good, and open it to all that 1s evil. ee 4 


of which is, that theſe ſins, when indulged; and once 


come to a habit, are the moſt difficult of all to be cured; 
and too often, not to ſay generally, follow men to their 
graves; and plunge their impenitent fouls into thoſe 
flames, where, with the rich glutton, (Luke xvi.) they 
ſhall hunger and thirſt for all eternity, and never obtain 
the leaſt refreſhment. 0 
Conſider gdly, in what manner the Holy Ghoſt de- 
clares himſelf againſt this vice of intemperance, in the 


word of God. Who hath woe? ſaith Solomon, Prov. 


xxiii. 29, go. Whoſe father hath woe? Who hath con- 
tentions ? Who falls into pits? Who hath wounds with= 
out cauſe, &c. Surely they that paſs their time in wine, 
and ſtudy to drink off therr cups. Ecclus. xix. 2. Wane 
and women make uſe men fall away, &c. Iſaias v. 22. 
Moe to you that are mighty to drink wine, and flout men at 
2 St. Luke xxi. 34. Take heed to yourſelves, 
45 our hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drun- 
enne/s—and that day come upon you ſuddenly. Rom. 
xiii. 12, 1. Let 22 off the works of darkneſs, &c.— 
Walk honeſtly as in t 
nei, &c. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Be not decetved; nather for- 
nicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers—nor arunkards, 
&c. ſhall pofſ+/s the kingdom of God. Gal. v. 19, &c. 
The works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are formcation, 
uncleanne/s—drunkenne/s, rexellings, and ſuch like : of 


the which I foretel you, as I have foretold o you, that oY 


who do: ſuch things ſhall not obtain the kingdom of Go 
O ſee ye gluttons and drunkards, enemies of the croſs 
of Chriſt, where your portion is like to be, ſince you 
have no ſhare in the kingdom of God. - X Abd. 
Conclude to meditate well upon theſe Scripture- 
truths, and theſe dreadful woes -pronounced againſt in- 


temperance; and never be fo fooliſh and mad, as to fell 


thy birth-right in God's eternal kingdom, with all the 
raviſhing joys of his beavenly banquet, for ſo mean, ſo 


7 . 


day, not in rioting and drunken - 


. 
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nnworthy, ſo beaſtly a thing, as the gratifying ſor a 
moment thy ſenſual appetite. | 


Ocr. 22. Preſcriptions againſt intemperance. 
ONSIDER firſt, that, in order to overcome the 
vice of intemperance, one of the firſt and moſt ne- 
ceſſary preſcriptions, is to fly the occaſions of it, and to 
keep, as much as poſſible, at a diſtance from the dan- 
ger, which is always at hand in the revellings, or drink- 
ing-bouts, of worldlings: and ought always to be appre-' 
| hended, in ſuch places and companies, where exceſs is 
promoted, and encouraged by common practice, and 
example. Let not him that has already experienced 
his own weakneſs, by falling into ſin, in ſuch occaſions, 
venture himſelf any more there. The burnt child 
ought to dread the fire. Much leſs ſhould he, that has 
es contracted a habit of intemperance, expoſe _ 
himſelf to ſuch places or companies, whatever the con- 
ſequences of the refuſal may be: he will never get the 
better of that pernicious habit, ſo long as he frequents 
ſuch places and ſuch company. Let no man here de- 
ceive himſelf, with pretexts of civility, or neceſſity: his 
foul is at ſtake; eternity is at ſtake. O let him not 
riſk his all, for fear of diſpleaſing drunken companions! 
The plague is amongſt them: let him fly far away from 
the infettion. The devil is amongſt them: there is 
death in their cups; a mortal poiſon, that reaches even 
to the ſoul. Hell is following them cloſe at the heels; 
let him keep off from them, leſt he alſo be invelved in 
their deſtruction, | | 
Confider adly, that the arms, which are to be em- 
oyed againſt the vice of intemperance, are particu- 
ly prayer, and mortiſication. Fervent prayer fre- 
quently repeated, draws down the powerful aſſiſtance 
of God's grace; without which this evil, which is too 
natural to our corruption, is not to be overcome. And 
mortification diſarms the enemy, by reſtraining the ſen- 
ſual appetite, and bringing it into due order and ſub- 
jethon. Every Chriftian, as fuch, ought to aim at 
leading a mortiſied life; in quality of a diſciple of a 


1 


crucified 
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crucified God, he muſt endeavour to walk in the nar- 
row way, by a general /elf-denal; if he expetts to ar- 
rive at true life, and would be acknowledged by his 
Lord and Maſter for one of his. How much more is 
every ſinner, if he hopes to ſecure to himſelf the re- 
miſſion of his ſins, by being a penitent indeed, obliged 
to expiate them by faſting, and other mortifications, and 
penitential exerciſes? Now the putting in pratiice this 
mor tification and penance, which is ſo general a duty, 
will effectually deliver us from the tyranny of intempe- 
rance; and even cut off all the approaches of this ene- 
my. O let us embrace then this happy means of gain- 
ing a compleat victory over this mortal evil, and all its 
Vvretched train of ſins! | 

Conſider gdly, that the moſt ſovereign means of all 
for ſubduing intemperance, and indeed all other vices, 
is a daily application of the ſoul to the ſtudy of true 


dom; by the exerciſe of recollection and mental 


pores and the contemplation of heavenly truths. "This 
elps the ſoul to another kind of appetite, which will 
ow daily upon her, for the 117 of God; and gives 
er a loathing and diſguſt for all ſenſual and earnal ſa- 
tisfactions. The reliſh of truth, the ſweet ſavour of 
the heavenly manna, found in the converſation with 
God in our interiour; the conſideration and meditation 
on his eternal feaſt, where he will inebriate his gueſts 
with the never-failing plenty af his houſe, and make them 
drink of the torrent of his pleaſure, at the very head of 
the fountain of life, which ig with him; is abundant] 
ſufficient to wean the ſoul, that accuſtoms herſelf to this 
kind of diet, from all ſenſual affections; and to give her 
an effectual and eternal abhorrence for all thoſe huſks 
of ſwine, that keep earthly-minded Chriſtians both from 
the table, and from the kingdom, of their heavenly fa- 
ter. | 


Conclude to follow theſe preſcriptions, if thou wouldſt 


effectually be preſerved from, or cured of, this mortal 
diſeaſe of intemperance. Even in thy ordinary meals, 
and neceſlary retreſhment; let not ſenſuality hurry thee 
away to indulge thyſelf in eating and drinking, merely 


> 
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for the pleaſure of it ; but take that neceſſary ſupport of 
nature, with a pure intention, in obedience to the will 
of God, as a medicine for the preſerving thy health ; 
and ſeaſon it with the remembrance of the gall and vi- 
negar of thy Saviour. 


Ocr. 23. On the vice of envy. 
C* ONSIDER firſt, that envy is a repining, or an un- 


eaſineſs of mind, at another's good, which the en- 

vious man conceives to be an evil to himſelf, as leſſen- 
ing, or obſcuring his glory, or the eſteem and excellence 
which he aims at. So that envy, though commanly 
reckoned amongſt the capital ſins, becauſe of the many 
other crimes that ſpring from it, is indeed a daughter of 
pride; and, generally ſpeaking, bears her company, 
and ſticks ole to this her unhappy mother! The 
proud,” as St. Augnſtine takes notice, * through the 
love they have to their own excelling, envy them that 
: are their equals, becauſe they come up to them; 
* their inferiors, from an For A. leſt they ſhould 
* become their equals; and them that are ſuperior to 
them, bccauſe they cannot equal them.“ This envy, 
like her mother, 1s a mortal fin, of the ſpiritual kind ; 
which makes a dreadful havock in the ſoul; and yet, 
too often, is ſcarce taken notice of by the unthinking 
children of the world. Chriſtians, look well into 

ourſelves, that this devouring ſerpent may have no 
dung hole in your interiour, there no prey upoh the 
vitals of your ſoul. Watch and pray continually againſt 
it. ; | | 


. Conſider 2dly, that the malignity of envy proceeds 


from its · direct oppoſition to charity, the queen of all 
virtues. For charity is a joy in the glory of God, and 
in the good of our neighbours: whereas envy grieves 
at both the one and the other. God ought to be glo- 
rified, for all his gifts and graces, which, with a boun- 
tiful hand, he ſo plentifully beſtows upon his creatures. 
Now the envious man, inllead of giving glory to God, 
on theſe occaſions, is grieved at his goodnels, and would 
willingly, if he could, op up the channel of his divine 

| * SH bounties : 
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bounties : and can there be a greater perverſity? 1 | 


the love that we weowe to our neighbours, by Chriſtian 
charity, requires that we ſhould conſider their good as 
our own; aud thus the good Chriſhan meets with daily 
occaſions of ſatisfaction and joy, in every good thing that 
befalls any one of his neighbours; becauſe the charity 
he has for them makes him conſider them all as his dear 
friends and brethren in Chriſt. But envy grieves where 


charity rejoices, and makes its ſlaves every a more and 
more miſerable, by giving them freſh ſadneſs and pain, 
as often as they ſee or hear of any advantage of their 


neighbours. And is not this again a ſtrange perverſity, 
to prefer ſadneſs before joy, and all the gnawings and 
gripings of envy before the ſweets of charity? But how 
true it is, that ſin can never eſcape unpuniſhed; fince 


every vice, (but more particularly envy) carries with it, | 


even here, its own torment; beſides the judgment of 
hell it will meet with hereafter. O thou- art juſt, 0 
Lord, and thy judgment is right! | 

Conſider 5al , the malignity of this vice of envy, 
from its hideous offspring, that is, from the innumera- 
ble crimes it gives birth to. Envy is the parent of hatred 
and malice. The envious are always prone to judge, 
cenſure, and condemn, their . neighbours; to put the 
worſt conſtruction upon all they ſay or do; and daily to 
backbite and flander them. They are generally whiſ- 
perers and tale-bearers; ſeeking upon every occaſion, to 
{et all, others againſt them whom they envy: they ever 
oppoſe, both by word and action, whatſoever tends to 
their good; and take a malicious ſatisfaction in all the 


evil that happens to them. And what miſchief is there 


that ſuch a diſpoſition as this is not capable of? Oh! 
it is true that even the greateſt of all qumes have often 
proceeded from envy. It was envy that made Cain 
murder his brother Abel; it was envy made the bre- 
thren of Joſeph ſell him into Egypt: it was envy made 
Saul ſo often ſeek the life of David: in fine, it was 


through envy, the Jews crucified the Son of God. 


Conclude to deteſt this monſter, with all its imps; 
and to reſiſt, with all thy power, even the firſt motions 
Vo L. IV. . F a - 8 of 
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of it. It is a child of the devil, by whoſe envy death, and 


all other evils, fir/t came into the world; and who is con- 
tinually ſeeking our ruin, through pure envy, without 
any manner oe advantage to himſelf, O let us hate 
and abhor it! | 


Der. . Remedies againſt envy. 


ONSIDER firſt, that, in order to ſubdue effetu- 


ally the paſſion of envy, we muſt lay the axe to the 
root, by a ſerious application of our ſouls to extirpate 
pride and vain-glory; and all that unhappy ſelf. love, 
which gives birth to this paſſion, and which continually 
nouriſhes it; and to plant in its place, the true know- 
ledge of ourſelves, and humility. Theſe two bleſſed vir- 
tues always bring along with them light and truth; and 
caſily diſpel the darkneſs and error, which ſerve for a co- 
vert for envy. Becauſe the trne 3 of ourſelves, 
and humility, clearly ſhew how little reafon we have to 
be either conceited of ourſelves, or our own excellence; 
and how groundleſs and unjuſt all our pretenſions are, 
either to . ax favour, or eſteem of others, or to any pre- 
ference before others. New this conviction makes us 


5 to be overlooked, and deſpiſed by every one; and 


to fit down in the loweſt place, as moſt furtable to our 
deſerts; and conſequently leaves no room for us to re- 
pine at any one's being eſteemed, or preterred before us, 
or having any other advantage whatſoever. And thus 
the light of truth, which humility communicates to the 
ſoul, effectually baniſhes from her this vice of envy, 
-which delights in darkneſs, and cannot endure the light. 
If then, my ſoul, thou wouldſt be out of the reach of 
this helliſh monſter, learn to be truly humble; for an 
humble ſoul can never be envious. | 
Conſider adly, that the moſt ſovereign remedy againſt 
envy, is to labour to ſettle the ſoul in that perfect union, 
and univerſal charity, which the Son of God requires 
of us all, as abſolutely neceſſary to our ſalvation, and as 
the true teſt of our being his diſciples. This charity 
direfily attacks the monſter, whereſoever it finds it, and 
_ gives no quarter to any of its offspring. Whereſoever 
OP: ; : charity 
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charity reigns, envy, hatred, malice, backbiting, and 


all the reſt of that curſed train, immediately fly away. Q 
bleſſed charity, which bringeſt along with thee all other 
virtues; and which. driveſt away all vice! Come thou 
then, and take up thy eternal abode in my ſoul: 1 
know that without thee I am — "+ and that what- 
ſoever other advantages I may poſſeſs, if thou art want- 
ing, they will avail me nothing. But all good things 
will come with thee. O, I will ſeek thee then without 
ceaſing: I will prefer thee before all the treaſures of the 
univerſe: I will ſpare no pains to find thee; no coſt to 
purchaſe thee: I will live and die in thy embraces; and 
thou wilt deliver me from all my vices and paſhons, 
and bring me to my God. For my God is charity. 
Conſider gdly, that envy, like ail other vices, is to be 
overcome by fervent prayer, for imploring the divine 
aſſiſtance, without which we can do nothing: and by ſe- 
Tious conſiderations and meditations upon the great 
Chriſtian truths: more eſpecially ſuch as may effectu- 
ally open the eyes of the ſoul to ſee the emptineſs and 
vanity of all theſe worldly toys, and of all earthly and 
temporal things, which ſo ſuddenly vaniſh away; andthe 
reatneſs of things eternal: that ſo the ſoul may deſpiſe | 


- and loath theſe lying follies, (the love of which nou- 


riſhes both envy and pride) and ſet her heart only upon 
the eternal honours, riches, and pleaſures, of the king- 
dom of heaven: where envy has no acceſs ; and where 
that perfe& chaity reigns, which makes the bleſſed take 
an inexpreſſible delight in each other's happineſs, to the 
great increaſe of their own. O thus it ought to be with 
all Chriſtians; fince they all aſpire to this ſame heavenly 
e, the place of everlaſting peace and love; and 
have all 5 

union and love; as they have all the ſame father and 
mother, God and his church: are all brethren in Chriſt; 
are all redeemed by his blood; and ſanctified by his 
Spirit in baptiſm; and all e of his body and blood, 


the ſacrament of unity and love; and therefore ought 


all to have but one heart and one ſoul. O what a hea- 
ven ſhould we have upon earth, if it were ſo with all 
8 F 2 Chriſtians: 


manner of ties to oblige them to the ſtricteſt 
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Chriſtians ! There would be no occaſion for preſcripti- 
ons againſt envy. 

Conclude to have recourſe, upon all occaſions, to 
theſe three excellent antidotes, humility, charity, and 
prayer; and the fubtle poiſon of envy ſhall not have 
any force upon thee. Ob! how blind, how unhappy 
are they, who, through envy become evil themſelves, 
by occaſion of another's good; and are ſo perverſe in 
their choice, as to prefer the bitterneſs and racking 
pains of this vice, before the pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
of charity. | 


-OcrT. 25. On the vice of ritual floth. 
ONSIDER firſt, that ſpiritual f{oth is a moſt 


A pernicious evil; whether we conſider it in a more 
ren. acceptation, as it is a lazineſs of ſpirit, or a 
ackwardnels, negligence, and careleſsneſs, with regard 
to all the things of God, and all Chriſtian virtues; 
with a loathing and repugnance to the taking any pains 


for the acquiſition of them: or, as it is taken by di- 


vines, when they.number it amongſt the ſeven capital 
fins, as it 15a me mag indiſpoſition of the ſoul, with 
regard to the love of God, oppoſite to the virtues of 
godlineſs, devotion and prayer; and a loathing, as it 
were, of divine love in the ſoul. The former is a more 
extenſive evil, an enemy to all virtue in general, by op- 
poſing them all; and a mother, or 1 of all other 
vices, by letting them all in, and nouriſhing them all in 
the ſoul. The latter is particularly oppoſite to to the di- 
vine virtue of charity, the queen of all virtues, and to 
the glory of God's name, and his kingdom in our ſouls. 
And therefore, when it is conſiderable in its kind, it is 
a great mortal fin; by reaſon of its direct oppoſition to 
divine love, which it baniſhes from the ſoul. And no 


wonder, for if it be a great crime to oppoſe the ſpiri- 


tual good of our neighbour, envying, or reſiſting the 
reign of the love of God in his ſoul; it muſt be no leſs 
criminal, to withſtand and oppoſe the coming of the 
— 8 of God's grace, and his love into our own 


Con- 
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Conſider 2dly, the numberleſs evils that flow from 


this vice of Hiritual floth, when once it poſſeſſes the 


foul ; more eſpecially in the way of ſins of omiſſion : 
ſuch as the neglect of prayer, and of all other religious; 
exerciſes; the keeping away from the ſacrament ;. and 
conſequently the ſtopping up, or turning off from the 
ſoul, all the channels of divine grace; and laying her, 
open, unguarded, and defenceleſs, to all her enemies. 
And thus the ſlothful ſoul is made a daily prey to Satan, 
and to ſin; and lives, in a manner, without God. 
Hence the daughters of this /þ:r:tual floth, according to 
St. Gregory, are 1. Deſair, or giving up the cauſe of 


| God, and of the ſoul; ſo: as to have neither hope nor 


concern for one's eternal ſalvation. 2. Pufulammty, 
or cowardice, dreading, or flying from the leaſt pains or 
labour in the ſervice of God. g A 1 of ſoul 
with regard to all the divine precepts. 4. Aſalice, or 
an averſion to all ſanity, 2 profeſſors of it. 
5. A rancour, or indignation, againſt, all ſuch as feek t 
bring us to God. And laſtly, a Ee of mind, 
turned away from the things of God, and always run- 
ning after creatures. From the unhappy fruits, you 
may judge of the naughtineſs of the tree, which produces 
them: and learn to dread ſo pernicious a vice. 
Conſider gdly, that this vice of floth is the more dan- 


gerous becauſe, like the reſt of the 


will not take the pains to think, and to examine well 
the ſtate of their interiour. Carnal fins are more eaſily - 
diſcovered; becauſe their guilt carries with it a greater 
ſhame in the eyes of men; which makes it fly in he 
face of the ſinner, ſo that he cannot diſguiſe it: but ſpy 
ritual fins are more heinous in the eyes of: God, though 
not ſo much conſidered by men; and often not regar 
ed at all. And thus, as thouſands hve and die, under 
the mortal guilt ofthe /piritual vices of pride, envy, aa. 
tred, or covetouſneſs, unregarded and unrepented. of; ſo | 
It is to be feared thouſands live and die under the mortal 
on of /þ:7atual ſloth, unregarded and unrepented of. 
os what other judgment 5 we make of ,g boſe ay 
_— | 3 


ritual fins, it lies 
| . in the ſoul, and is eaſier overlooked, by ſuch as 
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ful ſervants, whom the goſpel ſo loudly condemns ? 
Or what can be ſaid in favour of them, who being ſent 
into this world upon no her buſineſs, but to learn to 
Jove and to ſerve their God: through this unhappy /oth, 
hve and die, without fo much as once ſeriouſly think- 
ing upon this great buſineſs; much leſs putting it in exe- 
cution ? | 
Conclude to look well to thyſelf, and to examine 
thyſelf well, how thy heart ſtands affefted with regard 
to the glory of God's name, the advancement of his 
kingdom within thee, and the reign of his love. If this 
be what thou ſeekeſt in the firſt place, all is well: but if 
thou admitteſt of a loathing or repugnance to this, and 
giveſt the preference in thy heart to every thing elſe; 
afſure thyſelf that the demon of ſpiritual floth poſſeſſes 
thy ſoul, and that God has no ſhare in thee. 


Ocr. 26. On the remedies againſt ſpiritual ſloth. 


CONSIDER firſt, that the ſovereign remedy 
againft ſpiritual ſloth, is the daihy practice of conſi- 
deration ; particularly by meditating on thoſe movin 
truths, which either repreſent to us the infinite goodneſs 
of our God, his love Br us, the paſſion of his Gon, and 
the innumerable motives we have to love him, and to 
be fervent in his ſervice: orelſe denounce to us his ma- 
ny judgments, both in time and eternity, upon the ob- 
_ Hinate oppoſers of his grace, and the rebels to his love. 
O what can be ſo far hardened by floth, as to 
fand out againſt ſuch meditations as theſe, when fre- 
quently repeated! We have a God to ſerve, and a ſoul 
to fave. This God is infinitely good, and good to us. 
He is all goodneſs, beauty, truth, and all perfection: 
he is infinitely lovely ; and he is our antient and eter- 
nal lover: his Son came down from heaven for the 
love of us: he employed his whole life in ſeeking our 
falvation ; he even died for the love of us: — 
received, and daily do receive many great benefits 


from him: his thought is always upon us. And ſhall 


vot the conſideration of all this his goodneſs and love 
Jor us, oblige us to be fervent in the love of him, end 
* diligent 
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diligent in his ſervice? If we love him, and ſerve him 
as we ought, he will be our protector here, and our re- 
ward exceeding great hereaftegs If we neglett his love 
and ſervice, he threatens us with efernal evils; and 
death, judgment, and hell, are always following us at 
our heels. And ſhall not the remembrance of all his 
romiſes on the one hand, and of all his threats and 
judgments on the other, effectually rouſe us up out of 
our ſlothful indolence, and ſpur us on to labour in ear- 

neſt for the ſecuring our eternal ſalvation? _. 
Conſider 2dly, that another remedy againſt ſloth, is 
often to reflect, that the ſhort time of this life is given 
us, by our maker, for nothing elſe but to labour there- 
in; and to labour for an eternity: that we can have no 
other ſtock to live on for eternity, but what we pro- 
vide, and ſend before us, by working well, during the 
twelve hours of this ſhort day of our mortal life: that 
every moment of this time is precious; it is even worth 
an eternity; becauſe by the good employment of eve - 
ry moment, we may add to our eternal ſtock; and con- 
ſequently to our eternal glory: that what we loſe of it 
by ſloth, is loft for ever; and that the loſs is irrepara- 
ble: that the night will be quickly with us, in which no 
man can work; and therefore that we muſt huſband 
well this ſhort, this precious time, and ſpend it to the 
beſt — labauring by good works to make our 
calling and election ſure, 2 Peter i. 10. O] whata flri& 
account will one day be demanded of us, of the em- 
ployment of this whole time? And where ſhall the 
flothful hide their heads at that day? | : 
Conſider gdly, and ſet often before your eyes, in 
order to overcome all ſpiritual ſloth, the life and death 
of the Son of God, the great pattern of a Chriſtian; 
who was never idle; but always employed in doing the 
will of his Father. O how happy is the Chriſtian, that 
endeavours to be always employed in this manner! 
Read alſo, and meditate often on the lives of the 
Saints; and excite yourſelves to fervour in the ſervice 
of God, by their example; and by the confideration of 
their eternal glory. O what pains do the children of 
| this 


2 


56  Mevprrtart!tONsS ron 


this world daily take, what dangers do they expoſe 
themſelves to, for the ſake of a little dirt, which they 
muſt leave behind them to morrow? And is it not a 
ſhame that Chriſtians ſhould not do as much for a hap- 
py eternity? Remember alſo on all occaſions that the 
eye of your great maſter is always upon you: and 
therefore take care to pleaſe him: not only by ever do- 
ing ſomething; becauſe ſuch is his will and appoint- 
ment: but alſo by labouring to perform all your actions, 
with that perfection, which becomes works, done for 
the ſervice of fo great a King. 

Conclude to arm thyſelf, by theſe and ſuch like con- 
ſiderations, againſt all the miſchiefs, that are otherwiſe 
to be apprehended, from this pernicious vice of ſpiri- 
tual ſloth: and that thou mayeſt keep thyſelf farther 
off from its approaches, beware of all tepidity or luke- 
warmneſs in tie ſervice of God. Often reflect upon 
the ſentence that was paſſed upon the barren fig-tree, 
Luke xiii : and fear, left if thou alſo content thyſelt 
with a ſhew of leaves, without bearing good fruit, the 
Lord of the vineyard may order thee alſo to be cut 
dawn, and caſt into the fire. | 


Ocr. 27. On the Chriſtian's warfare. 


6 firſt, that the life of a good Chrif- 
tian is a perpetual warfare; according to that of 
holy Job, the life of man upon earth 15 a warfare, Job 
vii. 1. His time of a true, ſettled, and ſolid peace, is 
not to come, till after many a conflift, and many a 
victory. He muſt fight his way to heaven, againſt a 
ſet of cruel, deceitful, and obſlinate enemies, who will 
never let him alone, either in life or death. Theſe are 
they, of whom the apoſtle writes, Eph. vii. 11, 12. 
Put you on the armour of God, that you may be able to 

Aland againſt the deceits of the devil. For our wreſtling 
is not againſt fleſh and blood; but againſt principalitics 
and powers, againſt the rulers of the world of this dark- 
nes; againſt the an wh of wickedneſs in high places: 
that is, againſt all the legions of demons, who dwell in 


this air that ſurrounds us. Theſe wicked ſpirits mor- 


tally hate us; becauſe we were created to fill up the 
| | places 
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places _y have forfeited by fin: and therefore they 


never ceaſe to employ a thouſand tricks and artifices, 
a thouſand ſnares, and allurements, to draw us away 
from God, into the pit of fin and damnation. But for 
our comfort, their power ts greatly reſtrained; they can 
employ no force againſt us, nor do us any real hurt at 
all, except it be with our own free conſent, by our un- 
happily yielding ourſelves to them. And on the other. 
hand, we have a far greater ſtrength, engaged to fight 
on our ſide; not only of all the hoſt of heaven, ever 
ready to guard and defend us: but even of the King of 
heaven himſelf; whoſe battles we are fighting; and who 
never forſakes his ſoldiers in the war, if they do not 
firſt deſert from him. And what can the ſoldiers 'of 
Chriſt deſire more. God is for us: what matter is it 
then who is againſt us? We are ſure of victory; if we 
do not fling down our arms, and deſert to the enemy. 
Conſider 2dly, that the devil, and all his wicked ones, 


knowing how little they can do againſt us of them- 


ſelves. have unhappily engaged the world, and the eſt, 
to ſide with them, as auxiliaries in this warfare. Upon 
theſe they depend more than upon all theirown troops: 
and theſe, in effect, annoy us more, and commonly do 
much more miſchief to our ſouls, than all thoſe ſpirits 
of darkneſs. By the world, we mean the whole col“ 
lection of poor mortals, who have been already deluded 
by Satan, into the broad road of fin and perdition ; and 
who have embraced, both in principles and practice, 
the wicked laws, maxims, and cuſtoms, which he hag 
introduced; and continually propagate them, both by 
word and example. This is that world, the ſlave of Sa- 


tan, and the mortal enemy of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


againſt which he ſo often pronounces his woes: this is 


that Babylon, the city of the devil, that is ever waging 


war againſt the people of God; and ſeeking to carry 
them away captives, and to ſubject them to its wicked 
laws. This wicked world is made up of the Juſt of 
the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
1 John ii. 16. This wicked world, and all its pomps, 
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we have renounced at our baptiſm. Againſt this capital 
enemy of our fouls we muſt fight till death. 

Conſider gdly, that if the world be a dangerous ene- 
my to a Chriſtian ſoul; becauſe it requires a great cou- 
rage and ſtrength, to go againſt the current of all its 
maxims and practices; and to deſpiſe both its allure- 
ments, and its cenſures: the fleſh, on the other hand, is 
ſtill more difficult to be overcome; becauſe it is a do- 
. meſtic enemy, that is always at hayd; even within this 
very caſtle of ours, which is continually beſieged by the 
devil, and the world; it is a traitor, that holds a perpe- 
tual correſpondence with theſe enemies; and 1s ever 
ready. to open the gates of the ſoul to them. For by 
the fol we mean, our own evil inclinations, paſhons, 
and luſts; which never ceaſe to wage war againſt the 
ſpirit; and which violently incline us to take part with 
the devil and the world, againſt our God. Hence our. 
Lord, in his Goſpel, not only requires, that we ſhould 
renounce all other things in 4 world, how near or dear 
ſoe ver they may be to us, to follow him: but more eſ- 
pecially inculcates, that we muſt renounce alſo our- 
ſelves, and hate ourſelves in this life, if we deſire to be 
his diſciples, and to ſave our ſouls. This then is the 
very chief part of the Chriſtian's warfare; to fight con- 
Unually againſt ourſelves, and to ſpare no pains to ſub- 
due our own fleſh, that is, all our corrupt infilinations 
and paſhons. 5 

Conclude to declare an eternal war againſt all theſe 
three enemies: and to fight manfully againſt them till 
* and thou ſhalt not fail to receive che crown of 

L. 


Ocr. 28. On St. Simon, and St. Jude, 


{ YONSIDER firſt, the wonders of God in theſe, 

and in all the reſt of the Apoſtles; whom he rai- 
ſed up as it were from the earth, and from the dunghill, 
and made them the princes of his people. The fooliſli 
things of the world hath God chojen, laith St. Paul, 1 
Cor. i. 27, 28, 29. that he may confound the uiſe: and 
the weak things of the world hath God choſen, that he 


may 
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may confound the flrong : and the baſe things of the 
world, and the things that are contemptible, hath God 
choſ-n, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his fight. The Apo- 
ſtles, when they were choſen by Chriſt, were poor, and 
contemptible in the eyes of the world; they were 1g- 
norant and illiterate: they had no power, credit, or in- 
tereſt, to recommend them; nor any one of thoſe qua- 
lities which the world is fond of to make them ſhine 
in the eyes of men; and yet they are preferred by the 
wiſdom of God, before all the wiſe, rich, eloquent, 
learned, noble, or great ones of this world; as moſt fit 
to be his inſtruments in the great work of the conver- 
ſion of the world; and beſt qualified by their ſimplicity, 
and humility, to ſhew forth his glory. Adore here, 
my ſoul, the wonderful ways of God, and learn to pre- 
fer with him the things that this world deſpiſes, before 
ail its falſe grandeur, Jeceitfal appearances, and oſten- 
tation of wiſdom. h 
Conſider 2dly, the eminent dignity to which the A- 
poſtles were raiſed by our Lord: they were made his 
diſciples, his individual companions, his familiar friends 
and confidents; yea his brethren too, John xx. 17. they 
were made, under him, the chief prieſts of the New: 
Teſtament, the firſt biſhops and paſtors of his church 
the prime miniſters of his kingdom, the ſtewards andꝰ 
diſpeaſerÞ#of all his myſteries; his ambaſſadors to men; 
his vicegerents upon earth; the doctors and teachers of 
the whole world; and, next after him, who is the chief 
corner-ftone, the twelve foundations of his church, 
Eph. ii. 20. yea the twelve foundations of the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, Apoc. xxi. 14. Reflect alſo on the diſtin- 
guiſhing graces, and the excellency of power, which 
our Lord conferred upon them, ſuitable to their great 
office and calling; ſuch as the power of conſecrating, 
and of offering in ſacrifice his ſacred body and blood; 
of remitting fins; and of opening or ſhutting heaven's 
gates to men; the commiſſion of feeding his flock, and 
of ruling and directing his church, with the promiſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt to afſiſt them therein, the authority of 
publiſhing through the whole world his new law, the 
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law of grace; and the covenant of ſalvation through 
him, &c. Beſides the gifts of tongues, and prophecy, 
and other eminent graces of the Holy Ghoſt; and a 
power of working all kind of miracles; yea even 
reater than thoſe of Chriſt himſelf, ohn xiv. 12. 
hriſtians, bleſs your Saviour on the feſtivals of the 
Apoſtles, for all theſe great things he has done for them, 
and through them, for his church in general, and, in 
ſome degree, for every one of you in particular. For 
as they were, under Chriſt. the fathers and founders of 
the Chriſtian religion, ſo, trom them, and through their 
miniſtry, the faith, the word, the ſacraments, the graces 
of Chriſt, and all ſpiritual goods and treaſures, are de- - 
{ riveddown to your ſouls, - the channel of their ſuc- 
ceſſors in che church of Chriſt. 
Conſider gdly, the eminent ſanctity of the Apoſtles, 
on account of which they have been fo highly honoured 
| byall ſucceeding generations in the Chriſtian church. 
They received great graces, and they faithfully co-ope- 
rated with theſe graces: at the firſt call, they left all 
things elſe to follow Chriſt, and, as he bears . wit- 
neſs, Luke xx. 28. they remained with him in his temp- 
talions, They were indeſatigable in their labours, for 
| the propagating his kingdom, and for the ſalvation 
of ſouls: their zeal and quay, was invincible: their 
lave for him was ſtronger than death: they were ready 
to meet with death, in every ſhape, for his glory: they 
even rejoiced that they were eſteemed worthy to ſuffer 
for his name. In a word, they were perfect, in an emi- 
nent degree, in all virtues. By their preaching and 
7 aki, their doctrine and miracles, by their Fer. 
4 ings and death, they planted the faith and church of 
| Chriſt throughout the world: but nothing contributed 
| more to this great work than the ſanctity of their lives: 
by the help of which, as well as by the fervour and ef- 
ficacy of their prayers, they effectually eſtabliſhed vir- 


| tue, religion, and Chriſtian perfection, in every place 
where they came, upon the ruins of infidelity and vice; 
and left behind them a ſucceſſion of Saints, as the fruits 


1 of their labours; which has been kept up ever ſince 0 
=_  - * 
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the true church of Chriſt: according to that of their 
divine maſter, John xv. 16. J have ap ointed you thut 
you fhould go, and ſhould bring forth fruit, and your fruit 

ould remain. | 

Conclude to celebrate, with a particular devotion, 
the feſtivals of the Apoſtles, as the moſt eminent a- 
mongſt the favourites of God, and the fathers of the 
other Saints. Glorify God, who is wonderful in all 
his Saints, for the extraordinary wonders he has 
wrought, in them, and through them; and for that eter- 
nal glory to which he has raiſed them. But ſtudy alſo 
to learn, the great leſſons they perpetually taught, both 
by word, and work; and to aim with all your power, at 
an imitation of their virtues and ſanctity. 


Ocr. 29. On the Chriſttan's armour. 
ONSIDER firſt, that the life of a Chriſtian here 


C4 upon earth being a perpetual warfare, he is under 
a neceſſity of providing himſelf with proper armour, 
i he hopes to come off with victory. What this ar- 
mour ſhould be, we may learn trop the Apoſtle, Eph. 
iv. 13, &c. Take unto you, ſaith he, the armour of God, 
that you may, be able to reſiſt in the evil day, and to ſtand 
zn all things penect. Stand therefore having your loins 
girt about with truth, and having on the breaſt-plate of 
guſtice; and your feet ſhod with the preparation of the 
80/pel of peace, in all things taking the eld of faith, 
wherewith you may be able to extinguiſh all the fiery darts 
of the moſt wicked one. And take unto you the helniet of 
ſalvation; and the ſword of the ſpirit (which is the wort! 
of God) by all prayer and ſupplication praying at all times 
in * and in the 8 watching with all inſtance, 
&c. O how completely will that Chriſtian be armed 
againſt all his enemies, that makes ſuch a proviſion for 
himſelf as 1s here recommended by the Apoſtle, of 
arms, both defenſive and offenſive ? Let us deſcend to 
each particular. | 
© Conſider therefore 2dly, that the ſoldier of Chriſt 

in order to be fit to put on his armour, and to ſtand in 
the battle, without being hindered by his earthly gar- 
Vor. IV, G ments, 
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ments, hanging looſe about him, muſt firſt gird up his 
loins; that is, he muſt ſet out, with a firm reſolution of 
reſtraining his paſſions and luſts, and all irregular af- 
fections to theſe earthly things, which very much in- 
cumber and hinder the Chriſtian in his ſpiritual con- 
flicts, and give the enemy a great hold of him. Now 
the g:rdle or belt he muſt make uſe of for this end is 
truth ; for he muſt be girt about with truth, ſays the A- 
poſtle: that is, with ſincerity, uprightneſs, Chriſtian 
ſimplicity, and purity of intention, in his undertaking; 
having purely in view God and his ſoul, and being re- 
ſolved at all events to fight till death, and to ſacrifice on 
all occaſions his deareſt inclinations to the love of God, 
and the ſalvation of his ſoul, Thus muſt he begin; 
and then proceed to put on the breaſt- plate, or coat of 
mail, of Ghriſtian alice: by which is here underſtood 
not one particular virtue, but the collection of them all; 
which the ſoldier of Chriſt muſt labour to furniſh him- 
ſelf with, againſt the temptations of all their oppoſite 
vices. He muſt alſo have his feet ſhod with the prepa- 
ratton of the goſpel of peace. But what is meant by this ? 
The feet of the ſoul are her affections, by which ſhe 
moves towards the things ſhe loves. Theſe in the 
Chriſtian ſoldier mult be properly ſhod; with the prepa- 
ration, that is, with the readineſs and promptitude of 
the ſoul, to direct all her ſteps, not towards the lying 
vanities and fooleries of the world, in which there is 
no peace; but to walk in the ways of the goſpel, which 
alone can enſuce to us any true peace, either for time or 
eternity. : ; 

_ Conſider gdly, that after theſe previous diſpoſitions, 
and general preparations for the ſpiritual warfare; the 
Apoſtle recommends as the chief pieces of the Chriſ- 
tians armour, the ſhield of faith, which has a particular 
efficacy to extingurſh all the fiery darts, levelled at us b 
the wicked one; and the helmet i ſalvation, that is, di- 
vine hope, which protects the head of the ſoul, from 
being wounded by any of his weapons. Yes Chriſ- 
tians, if you would kee 2 ſouls from being pierced 
with the helliſh darts of Satan, you mult take care to 


: carry 
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carry about with you the ſhield of faith, that is a ſtron 
and lively belief of the — — of the goſpel; wit 
a ſenſe of the preſence of God; and a remembrance 
of death, judgment, heaven and hell, and you ſhall be 
out of their reach. But then you muſt alſo provide 
yourſelves with the helmet of hope; by joining an abſo- 
ute diſtruſt in yourſelves, with an entire confidence in 
God: leſt otherwiſe your head be left naked and ex- 
poſed on all ſides to the wounds of the enemy, and 
there be no ſoundneſs in it: which is the caſe of all 
thoſe, who in this kind of warfare, build upon them- 
ſelves, and not upon our Lord. 

Conclude to ſpare no pains to procure every part of 
this heavenly armour; that you may be able to fight 


the battles of your Lord, in ſuch manner as to over- 
come his, and your enemies, and to triumph eternally.”*. 


with him. py ary take care to ſecure to yourſelves. 
a 


the ſkzeld of a lively faith, by the means of daily medi- 
tations on the truths of eternity. 


. Ocr. go. On the Chriſtians conflid. | 


res firſt, that in this ſpiritual warfare, 
the Chriſtian ſoldier muſt not only be furniſhed 
with arms of defence, ſuch as breaſt-plate, ſhield and 
hetmet, but he alſo muſt provide himſelf with a — je 
{word, with which he may be able to attack, and to 
beat down the enemy. Now this /word of the ſpirit, 
or ſpiritual ſword,. to be employed in the Chriſtian's 
conflict, is, according to the Apoſtle, the word of God. 
The traths of God's heavenly word, heard from his mi- 
niſters, or read in good books, and received as the ſeed 
of life, and laid up in the heart; when embraced with 
a lively faith; and pondered at leiſure by deep medita- 
tion; ſerve in a double capacity, both to defend us, 
and to annoy the enemy: they are both a ſhield, and a 
ſword. They are a ſhield, — the continual re. 
membrance of theſe great truths baffles and defeats al 


the temptations of the world, the fleſh and the devil! | 


none of them have any force againſt a ſoul that daily 
meditates on God's _ word; and enters into the 
8 2 true 
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| 
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true ſpirit of it. And they are a /word too, which none 
of them all can withſtand, when drawn againſt them; 
by a lively faith: it attacks them where ever it meets 
them, and never fails of victory; it beats down all their 
fortifications; and forces them out of all their en- 
trenchments. Such is the efficacy of daily medita- 
tion on divine truths; it roots out all vices, and eſta- 
bliſhes all virtues, | rin 
Conſider 2dly, that in the Chriſtian's conflict, this 
ſword of the ſpirit, is to be uſed, according to the A- 
poſtle, — * 2 as to be 8 with all 
rayer and ſupplication, praying at all times in the ſpirit, 
| ps in the _ — — in lance. From — 
words we gather the great importance, yea the 
abſolute neceſſity of fervent prayer in this our ſpi- 
ritual warfare : and that, not only in the time of more 
dangerous and obſlinate temptations; - but as he 
lays, at all times, and with inflance. Oh, it is the 
want of obſerving this preſcription makes ſo many 
ſhamefully yield in the time of temptation! And in- 
deed we may ſay with abſolute truth, that no one is 
ever overcome, but for want of prayer, and that a ne- 
glett of prayer is the original cauſe of the fall of all 
them, that fall from God by ſin: For his infinite good- 
neſs never forſakes them that do not firit torſake him; 
he never withdraws his grace from them that do not 
firſt withdraw themſelves from his grace, he ig /a:thful, 
and will not Suffer us to be tempted above our ſtrength ; 
but will aſſuredly give us the victory, if we always caſt 
ourſelves upon him, by fervent and humble prayer. 
Conſider gdly, that the Apoſtle preſcribes to the 
Chriſtian ſoldier, in order to overcome the enemy, to 
join watching with his prayer: agreeably to the dottrine 
of our Redeemer; who, on many occaſions, enjoins to 
all his. followers a perpetual watchfulneſs; and in par- 
ticular the night before his paſſion bid his diſciples 
| watch and pray, leſt they ſhould enter into temptation, 
Matt. xxvi. 41. clearly. intimating by theſe words, that 
our beſt and only ſecurity againſt being overcome by 
temptation is to join watching with prayer; and to 6 
| | pole 
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poſe theſe two againſt all our ſpiritual enemies; ever 
remembring, that though our ſpirit be willing, the fleſh is 
frail» And what makes this watching ſtill more ne- 
ceſſary, is the nature of this warfare, in which we are 
engaged againſt theſe wicked ſpirits, who are conti- 
nually laying ambuſhes for us; and uſe a thouſand de- 

ceits to enſnare us; and oftener prevail by tricks and 

ſtratagems, or by coming upon us unawares, than by 
n aſſault. | | 
Conclude to make proper uſe of theſe weapons, pre- 
ſcribed by the Apoſtle, and by our Lord himſelf, by fill- 
ing thy mind with the word, and the truths of God, and 
by diligence in watching and praying « and all thy con- 
flicts will be crowned with victory. | 


Ocr. 31. On the four cardinal virtues. 


- FAONSIDER firſt, that there are four moral vir- 
| tues, which are called cardinal; becauſe they are 
as it were hinges, upon which the whole life of a Chriſ- 
tian muſt conſtantly move, if he would be good for 
any thing. Theſe are prudence, 2 fortitude, and 
temperance : which the wiſe man tells us ¶Wiſdom viii. 
7.) are all taught by divine Wiſdom, and are ſuch things 
as men can have nothing wo Fre in life. All other 
moral virtues have a neceflary dependence on theſe 
four: they all fall to the ground, without them. Every 
virtue muſt be prudent and diſcreet, in all it takes in 
hand; otherwiſe it a” ror into vice: every virtue 
muſt be Juſt by rendering, on all occaſions, what is 
due to God, to ourſelves, and to our neighbours. Eve- 
ry virtue muſt be fout and valiant, firm, and conſtant, 
in adhering to what is right, and oppoſing what is 
wrong. And every virtue muſt be ſober and temperate, 
leſt it exceed the bounds of due moderation, preſcribed 
by right reaſon and religion. But O what treaſures of 
virtues do they poſſeſs, that have acquired theſe four 
principal ones! Theſe will eſſectually arm them againſt 
all vices. SEG : a 
Conſider 2dly, that Chriſtian prudence is a virtue 
Which teaches us in all ary what is good, and what 
| 3 | Fi 
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is evil; what is right, and what is wrong; and What 
ought to be done, and what ought to be left undone; in 
all the occurrences of life. It is a virtue that dire&s all 
our words and actions, in ſuch a manner, as that we 
neither decline out of the way, or offend ourſelves, nor 
give occaſion to others to offend ; but ever ſetting be- 

ore our eyes our great buſineſs and laſt end, abs al- 
ways a proper choice of the means that are to bring us 
to this great end; and apply them accordingly. It is a 


virtue that diretts all other virtues, conducting them all Y 


by the royal middle way of our great king, that they may .- 
not ade by exceſs, or defect, jr et to — 

hand, or to the left. The offices of this great virtue 
are to deſign and conſult well, to judge right, and to di- 


rect well the execution, of what has been rightly con- 
certed, and judged to be proper. In all Which it is 


helped indeed, by the remembrance of things paſt, by 
the under/tanding of things — by the „ore. caſting 
of things to come, by reaſoning, attention, caution, 
and circumſpetiion ; but all this with dependance on 
divine grace, and not on one's own K and with 
a continual application to our Lord, by frequent and 
fervent prayer, for his light and aſſiſtance: without 
which our prudence will avail us nothing. 5 


Conſider gdly, the offices of the other three cardinel * 


virtues, and the excellence of them. Juſbice renders to 
every one his due, and wrongs no one. It teaches to 
reſtrain every thought, every word, every action, and 
every omiſſion too, that any ways tends to injure our 
neighbour, or that does not rightiy ſquare with that 


75 principle of morality, Do as thou wouldſt be done 


And with regard to God, (who has the moſt un- 

oubted right, by all manner of titles, to our whole be- 
ing, and to all our ſervice) it obligesus, before all things 
to dedicate our whole hearts and ſouls to him by wor- 
ſhip and love. Then fortitude arms the ſoul with in- 
vincible courage in her warfare againſt her ſpiritual 
enemies, and gives her ſtrength and conſtancy to ena- 
ble her to overcome all fear or dread of any of thoſe 


evils which ſhe may be expoſed to in her mortal pilgri- 


mage, 


- 
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w e, * doing her duty; and reſolution to ſaſſer evez | 5 
| {6g Cane rather than to fin. Laſtly temperance reſtraing 


exceſſes of our paſſions or luſts; and all that any ways 


carries us out of the due bounds, preſcribed either by 
right reaſon, and the law of nature, or by the precepts 
of God, or of them that have their authority from him, 
in the employments or functions of any of ur ſenſes, 
whether exteriour or interiour. See, my ſoul, how ad- 
mirable are all theſe virtues! O there is not a day, 
there is, ſcaree an hour, of 2 mortal life, in which 
thou doſt not ſtand in need of them all. # 


- 


Conclude to eſteem and defire, love and ſeek, all 


theſe bleſſed: virtues. O ſpare. no pains to acquire 


them; they are richly worth all thy labour. But ever 


remember whoſe gifts they are; and that they muſt 
come to thee by fervent prayer. All thy labour, with- 
. Out this, will be labour in vain. | | 


We NovVeMBER 1. On the ſeaſt of all the Saints. 


+.0aY 


ONSIDER firſt, that, on this day, the | church 


of God honours, with a ſolemn feſtival, the virtues, 
the triumphs, and the eternal glory of all the Saints and 
citizens of the heavenly Jeru | 
give glory, praiſe, and thankſgiving, on their occaſion, 
to the God of all the Saints; and to his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, the author of all their virtues, of all their tri- 
umphs, and of all their glory; and to honour the Lorg 
in his Saints. Secondly to encourage all her children, 
to follow the glorious examples of the Saints; and to 
walk in their bleſſed footſteps; in hopes of arrivin 
ene day at their happy N Thirdly to 555 
them, to aſſociate themſelves in the mean time to the 
Saints, by a holy communion with them; and to procure 
the aſliſtance of their prayers and interceſſion. O how 


4A, how pious, how wholeſome it is, to glorify God in 


his Saints, who are the moſt excellent of all lus works: 


to honour in them the bright trophies of the blood of 
Chriſt; to learn of them the prattice of all Chriſtian 
vutues, and eſpecially of divine love; and to be admit. 

8 8 | 1 


alem. Firſt, in order to 
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ted to a ſhare in their powerful prayers; and to a hap- 
py communion with them in all that is good! You are 
come, ſays the Apoſtle, Heb. xii. 22. Gc. ſpeaking fo 
the children of the church, to mount Sion, and to the city 
of. the living God, the heavenly Feruſalem, and to the coni- 

pany of many thouſands of Angels; and to the church o 
the firſt N. 3 are 3 in heaven, and to God the 
udge of all, and to the ſbirits of the juſt made perfect, 
200 10 Sis the aka, of +4 New 2 Ne: 
O happy communion indeed! O joyful feſtivity, in 
which the church militant ſolemnly aſſociates herſelf 
with the whole church triumphant, in the worſhip, 
praiſe, and love, of their common Lord, through him 
that is the mediator of them both, and through the 
great ſacrifice of his blood! See then, my ſoul, what 
ought to be thy devotion on this day. | | 
'Conlider 2dly, on occaſion of this feſtival, what en- 
couragements we here meet with, to dedicateourſelves; 
in good earneſt, to the holy ſervice of our God; when 
we reflect on that eternal weight of glory in heaven, 
with which he rewards the light and momentary labours 
and ſufferings of his ſervants here upon earth. All 
' theſe holy ones, whoſe feaſt we celebrate this day, are 
entered into the never-ending joys of their Lad, at a 
very cheap and eaſy rate. The yoke of his divine ſer- 
vitude, which they bore for the ſhort time of their pil- 
grimage, was very /weet to them, and their burthen was 
ever g %. Grace and love made all things eaſy, that 
they either did or ſuffered, for their beloved. He him- 
ſelf ſupported them in ſuch manner, as to carry, as it 
were, boch them, and their croſſes too, upon his own 
ſhoulders. He never left them, in life or death; till 
he took them to himſelf in his heavenly kingdom; 
where they are to live and reign for ever with him. 
My ſoul, haſt not thou the ſame God as they had? 
Haſt not thou the ſame Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, who bas 
purchaſed the ſame kingdom for thee alſo, with his 
own molt precious blood? Haſt not thou the ſame ſa- 
craments and facrifice, and all the ſame helps, and 
means of grace, as they had? Is the arm of God 
| | ſhortened ? 
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ſhortened? Or is the ſource of his infinite goodneſs. 
and mercy dried up, or diminiſhed? Why then mayeſt 
not thou alſo aſpire to the ſame glory and happineſs?. 
The Saints carried about with them heretofore the 
like fleſh and blood as thou now doſt: but their corre- 
Ne with the mercy and grace of God, raiſed 
them up from the dunghill of their corrupt nature, and 
made them Saints: the like correſpondence with the 
divine mercy and grace, can do as much for thee alſo. 
2 why then ſhouldſt not thou alſo endeavour to be a. 
int | A 8 
Conſider gdly, that as it is the love of God which 
makes Saints; fo it is this divine love which we parti. 
cularly honour in all the Saints. It is this heavenly 
love, which ought to be the great object of our atten- 
tion, of our devotion, and of our imitation, on all the 
feſtivals of theſe generous lovers, and beloved of God: 
and more eſpecially on this day, when we celebrate the 
virtues of them all, under one ſolemnity. O what 
ſtrong invitations, what great encouragements have we 
here: what pre ſſing calls to labour to LanQify our ſouls 
with divine 3 when we have here ſet before our 
eyes all theſe millions of heavenhy lovers, whom we 
honour in this, feſtivity? This bleſſed virgin, the queen 
and mother of beautiful love; theſe innumerable legions 
of angelick ſpirits, theſe Cherubims and Seraphims all 
on fire with love; theſe patriarchs and prophets, con- 
ſtant and faithful lovers of their God; theſe Apoſtles of 
the Lamb, ſent by him, to ſpread through all the earth 
the bright flames of love, which he 9 down upon 
them from heaven; thoſe armies of martyrs, all victims 
of love; who all laid down their lives for love; thoſe 
millions of holy confeſſors, and all theſe /pirits of the _ 
uſt made perfect by love, who, both in lite and death, 
ve been always true friends and ſervants of divine 
love; and now, for all eternity, ſhall ſhine and burn in 
its beautiful flames; all theſe virgins, in fine, the ſpouſes 
of love, whole love ſor the Lamb was ſtronger than 
death, and who now follow him ſinging hymns of eter. 
nal love, whereſoever he goes. O let us draw near to 


this 
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this great fire, to this heavenly company of ſeraphick 
lovers; that our frozen hearts may receive ſome. ſmall 
heat at leaſt from all their flames!. 

Conclude ever to love, honour and imitate the 
Saints of God: but more eſpecially to love in them, 
what God loves in them; that 1s, the gifts of his divine 
2 amongſt which the moſt excellent is love. 

hus ſhalt thou be beſt entitled both to the interceſſion 


of the Saints at preſent, and to their happy ſociety 
hereafter. 


Nov. 2. On the Commemoration of all ſouls. 
C ONSIDER firſt, that on this day, the church 


of God, attending to the neceſſities of great num- 
bers of her children, who are departed out of this life in 
her faith and communion ; but not without ſome ble- 
miſh of ſin in their ſouls; ſome leſſer ſtains at leaſt, of 
idle words, or other venial offences; ſome wood, hay or 
flubble in their building, which cannot ſtand the fire; 
or ſome debt to divine juſtice, on account of former 
ſins, not ſufficiently expiated by penance; turns all her 
— and . towards the procuring for them, 
rom the mercy of God, through the merits of the pre- 
cious blood of Jeſus Chriſt her ſpouſe, the remiſſion of 
all their ſins; and their ſpeedy admittance into the 
happy regions of eternal reſt, light and peace, in the 
2 of the Saints. O my ſoul, how holy and 
wholeſome is the inſtitution of this day of expiation! 
O how full of piety and charity is this apoſtolical tra- 
dition, this religious practice of the church of God in 
all ages, to pray for the dead, that they may be los/ed from 
their ſms! 2 Machab. xii. 46. Alas, how few depart 
this life ſo pure, as to be immediately admitted to that 
bleſſed city above, where nothing defiled can enter in!. 
Revel. xx1. 2, How few are fit to fly up to the em- 
braces of the God of all purity, without ſome purga- 
tion after death! It is then a duty of Chriſtian . - 


incumbent on all the children of the church of Chriſt, 
to aſſiſt by their prayers their byethren that are 2 
| | | betore 
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before them, that they may be diſcharged from their 
ſins, and may reſt in peace. | 
Conſider 2dly, that this kind of charity is highly 
pleaſing to God; is very beneficial to the ſouls of the 
faithful departed: and is very wholeſome to our own 
| ſouls. The ſpiritual works of mercy are of all the 
moſt acceptable to God, the lover of ſouls. Now this 
is one of the ſpiritual works of mercy. It tends 7o feed 
theſe ſouls, that are hungry, with ie plenty of God's 
houſe; to bring them to quench their Au, at the ſoun- 
tainof life; to choath them with immortal glory; tocomfort 
and refreſh them under their pains and ſufferings; to 
looſe their bands; todeliver them out of their prz/on; and 
to help them forward to their eternal kome, which they 
fo ardently long for. Now all this is moſt agreeable to 
the Father of mercies; who has a moſt tender love for 
theſe his children. It is doing theſe fouls of our bre- 
thren the greateſt charity imaginable ; by contributing 
all that 1s 1n our power, to deliver them from all their 
evils, and to bring them to their ſovereign good. And 
it is at the ſame time a moſt excellent means of obtain- 
ing mercy for ourſelves alſo, whilſt we ſhew this mercy 
to them; for the merciful ſhall obtain mercy, Matt. xi. 7. 
it is making to ourſelves friends ——who when we fail, 
may receive Us into everlaſting habitattons, Luke xvi. g. 
Conſider gdly, that this charity, which. we owe to 
the ſouls of the faithful departed, 1s not only exerciſed 
by praying for them; but alſo by faſting, or other pe- 
nitential auſterities, offered up to God 1n their behalf, 
for the remiſſion of their fins; as likewiſe by almſ- 
deeds, performed with the like intention; according to 
the religious cuſtom of former ages, and the practice of 
our pious anceſtors, in their — at the tuners of 
the Lead. But the moſt effectual means of all to purge 
them from their ſins, and to bring them to their God, 
is the offering up for them the great ſacrifice of the bo- 
dy and blood of Chriſt; and preſenting to God, in their 
favour, that moſt ſacred victim, by which was cancel. 


led the hand-writing,” which was againſt us; and a ge: 
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neral atonement was made for all our ſins. In the old 
| law, the high prieſt once a year, viz. on the ſolemn 
| | feaſt of expiation ( Leviticus xvi.) carried the blood of 
| Victims into the ſanctuary, to make atonement for the 
| ſins of the people: but this was but a figure of what is 
| done by our high prieſt; who is gone once for all into 
the ſanctuary of heaven; not with the blood of goats, 
or calves, but with his own moſt ſacred blood, ſhed 
| here upon earth, for our fins; and now ceaſes not to 
e Exhibit the ſame to his Father; both by himſelf, in hea- 
ven, where he makes continual interceſſion for us; and 
here by his miniſters, in the ſacred myſteries. This 
blood pleads ftrongly for the remiſſion of ſins: this is 
the ſource of all mercy and grace; this is plentifully 
applied to the ſouls, both of the living and the dead, by 
the great ſacrifice of the altar. | 
Conclude to aſſiſt, to the beſt of thy power, the ſouls 
| of the faithful departed, both by prayers, alms, and this 
holy oblation of the blood of Chriſt. Thy charity for 
them may ſtand thee in great ſtead, when their caſe 
| ſhall come to be thy own. But remember withal, that 
the beſt thing thou canſt do is to work now all thou 
canſt, for thyſelf, whilſt thou haſt time; and to do full 
© penance for thy fins in this life, that thy ſoul may not 
5 Rand in need of [theſe helps hereafter. 
E Nov. g. On the obligation of all Chriſtians to be Saints. 
| C ONSIDER firſt; how often God has declared, in 
| hs word, that all his people ought to be Saints. 
; Be ye holy, becauſe I the 1 your God am holy; was 
| What he perpetually inculcated in the Old Teſtament; 
and in the New, the Son of God calls upon us all, 
|  Mattv.-48. Be ye perfedt as your heavenly Father is per- 
Fedl. All Chriſtians are called to be Saints, Rom. i. 7; 
to be holy, and without blemiſh, in the fight of God in cha- 
.rity, Eph. i. 4. @ choſen generation, a kingly prieſthood, 
u holy nation, a purchaſed people, 1 Pet. 11.9. Hence 
the name of ''Sarnts is appropriated by St. Paul to all 
. Chriſhans;' as if it were the fame thing to be a Chriftian, 
aud to be a Sagte which thews, that accordin 4 the 
| FF octrine 
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dofrine of the apoſtle, all Chriſtians, as ſuch, are at 
leaſt obliged to endeavour to be Saints. This obliga- 
tion is grounded, upon the ſanftity of the God, whom 
we ſerve; of the goſpel law, under which we hve; of 
the holy inſtitute, which we profeſs; of the great ma- 
ſter, whom we follow; of the divine ſacraments and ſa- 
crifice which we frequent; and of that facred dedica- 
tion and conſecration, by which God has ſanctified our 
ſouls for himſelf. O let us never forget the many mo- 
tives we have to be Saints "OE ES 
Conſider adly, that our being Saints, is not merely a 
matter of counſel, or of greater perfection; it is a ſtrict 
commandment; it is implied in the very firſt and chief 
eſt of all God's commandments. For though all are 
not commanded to work miracles; nor to exerciſe ex- 
traordinary auſterities; nor to retire into deſarts, to 
ſpend their whole time in prayer; nor to ſell all they 
have, and give 1t to the poor, &, (for there have been 
many very great Saints, that have not done any of theſe 
things.) Yet all are commanded to love God with their 
whole heart, and with their whole ſoul, and with their 
whole mind, and with their whole ſtrength. Now this it 
is that makes Saints: and this is of {trift obligation for 
all. Do this, my ſoul: keep this commandment; and 
thou alſo ſhalt be a Saint: but without this, none of 
thoſe other things, nor all of them together, can make 
any one a Saint. Chriſtians, reflect on the perfection 
and ſanctity, which is required of you all, by this great 
commandment of divine love. To love the Lord our 
God, with our whole heart, and all its affeftions ; with 
our. whole ſoul, and all its powers; with our whole mind, 
by direfting all our thoughts to him; and with our 
whole ſtrength, by dedicating to him all our actions. O 
this 1s to G Saints indeed! Now this our God calls 
for: and nothing leſs will ſatisfy him: It is the very 
firſt of his commandments.  ,., *'» | 
. Conſider gdly, upon how many titles, this great 
God ere our whole hearts and ſouls, by love and 
ſervice: and conſequently that we ſhould be truly 
Saints; that is a people ſanctiſied, and conſecrated to 
„„ ts re Dk: 5 him, 
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him. 1. We are his children; and therefore ought 
to hear ſome reſemblance with our Father, by an imita- 
tion of his ſanctity. 2. Our ſouls are e/pou/ed: to him, 
and aſpire to am eternal union with him: now whatſo- 
ever is difagreeable to true ſanctity defiles the ſoul and 
qdiſqualiſies her for that happy union. g. We are his 
temples: the temples of God muſt be ever holy. 4. We 
ate the meinbers of Jeſus Chriſt, we are engrafted in 
him; we are to live by his ſpirit, which is the ſpirit of 
ſanctity. 5. We abſolutely belong to God, by our 
creation; he gave us our being, and gave it us for no 
other end, but that: we ſhould be Saints. 6. The Son 
of God delivered himſelf up for us, by his paſſion. and 
death, that he might waſk us from all our fins, in his own 
blood, and malie us a Hhugdom and prigſis (that is Saints) 
ta God and his Father, Apoc. 1.5, 6. In fine by our 
baptiſmal vows, by our dedication to God, at that time; 
by our frequent-participation of the body and blood of 
Chriſt in the Moine ſacrament; in conſequence of 
which ve ought to abzde in Chriſt, the God of all ſanc- 
tity, ani hve by lum; and by innumerable other titles 
we belong. to God, and are ſtrictly obliged. to give 
our whole. ſelves up * reſerve to 3 to /erve 
kim in holingſe, and juſtice all tlie days of our life. And 
Hall not all this PR us; of ES 2 our la- 
bouring. in earneſt to be Saints: and that this is both 
the will and the commandment of God? CO 
- Conelude to begin, from this very hour, a new an 
ſaintly life: by yielding thyſelf up a perpetual ſervant 
tq divine love; and ſtriving: henceforward to make a 
daily in this heavenly virtue: this is the ſhorteſt 
and ſureſt way to all ſanctity and perfection. | 
Nov. 4. On the means we all, have to become Saints. 
N ONSIDER firſt, that if our Lord calls upon us 
all to be Saints; and even commands us all to be 
Saints; he that never commands: 1 bilities, -fur- 
niſhes us alſo with the means, which if we make good 
uſe of, will make us Saints. Witneſs, thoſe manifold 
graces, and ſpiritual helps, which he continually fa- 
vours. us with; which if we duly correſponded with; 
| we 
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we ſhould all be Saints. Witneſs that early knowledge 


he has given us of his |heaventy truths; and thofe re- 


peated invitations, with whichihe i{weetly preſſes us, to 
turn from our ſins, and to come to him. O. if we did 
but welcome theſe firſt divine calls, how. quickly would 
they produce in our ſouls ſtrong deſires of dedicating 
ourſelves in good earneſt to divine love! Now ſuch 
ſtrong deſires as theſe are the beginning of true wiſdom, 
and the very foundation of all ſanctity. For ſince God 
deſires we ſhould be Saints, if we alſoſinoerely deſire 
it, the work will be done. Strong deſires will make us 
earneſt in prayer; they will make us dliligent and fer- 
vent in all . exerciſes. Strong deſitos will make 
us labour in earneſt; we ſhall ſpare no pains in the ac- 
uiſition of virtues, if our deſires are ſtrong indeed. 
Such deſires as theſe, are that hunger and thirk after ju- 
ice, recommended by our Lord, which never fails of 
being filled. Matt. v. ö. O who can complain of want- 
ing the mesns to become a Saint, when ſtrong deſizes 
ma do the work | 
Conſider 2dly, the many particular helps for ſanc 
ty, which we meet with every where, in the church 


Xt 
of God: Which, as they have already made 


many 
great Saints, in every ſtate and condition of life; are 
capable of. doing as much for us; and will not fail of 


doing it, if we are nat wanting to God, and to our- 
ſelves, by the abuſe or neglebt at them. Such are the 


1 ents, thoſe conduits of divine graoe, inſtituted by 
Jeſus Chriſt, on purpoſe to make us Saints. Such, in 
Particular, 4s that moſt holy ſacrament, and divine ſa- 


crifice, of the body and blood of Obriſt; in Which we . 


Have always az | us, and may daily approach to, the 
_ fountain of all ſandtity. Ol my foul; one good 

perfect communion:mght ſuffice to make thee a 
Saint. Such again is dhe word of God, Which is ſo 


often 4 us; or cead by us: the truths of eter- 


nity, 10 often ſet before us: the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: 
the lives of the Saints; che Poon tor» rev 


| ſervants of God: the myſteries ing to our redemp- 


tion, which e ſo often celebrate in the publick wor- 


ſhip 


| 
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ſhip of the church, in ſuch manner, as to make them as 
it were preſent to the eyes of our ſouls: with abun- 
dance of other ſpiritual advantages, which are conti- 
nually found in the communion of the true church of 
Chriſt. - O Chriſtians, let us never complain of our 


wanting the means to become Saints, when we have ſo 


many powerful graces and helps always at hand! If we 
are not Saints, it muſt be entirely our own fault. And, 


What an account ſhall we have one day to give for all 


2 graces and helps, if we do not make good uſe of 
them! 2 i 


Conſider gdly, that in order to be Saints, nothing is 
required on our parts, but what God on his part will 
make ſweet and eaſy to us: for his yoke is ſweet, and 
has burthen is light. We may apply to his command- 
ment of our being Saints, what 1s written, Deut. xxx. 
11, Sc. This commandment that I command thee this 
day, is not above thee, nor far off from thee: nor is it in 
heaven, that thou ſhouldſt ſay; which of us can go up to 
heaven, to bring it to us !——nor ts it beyond the ſea; 
that thou mayeſt excuſe thyſelf, and ſay, which of us can 
crofs the ſea, and bring it. But the word is very nigh 
unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayeſt 
do it. Yes, Chriſtians, our God is very near us: he is 
in the very centre of our ſouls. With him are all the 
treaſures of grace and ſanctity: with him is the law of 
love, he is all love; he is a conſuming fire, the pro- 

erty of which is to deſtroy all our vices, and to trans- 
Lin our ſouls into himſelf. He is the inexhauſtible 


- ſource of all our good. We have no need then to go 


far to find divine love, which makes Saints ; fince we 
have the very ſource of it within us: it is but turning 
into our own interiour, by the diligent practice of re- 


. colleftion and mental prayer, and there we ſhall gong 


meet with our God, and with his love; which wi 
make all duties, and all labours ſweet and eaſy to us. 
This is the ſhorteſt way to all good, and the moſt ef- 


fectual means to make us Saints. 


Conclude to embrace, and put in practice all theſe 
means of ſanctity, which divine providence continually 
55 | preſents 
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pteſents thee with. Open the door of thy beart to 
every grace, with which God viſits thee; and co-ope- 
rate with it, to the ſull extent of thy power. Noufiſh 
in thy ſoul a great deſire; a perfect hunger end thirſt 
after the love of God, and all Chriſtian perfeftion. 
. Meditate often; read good books; be fervent in pray- 
er, and in frequenting the 'faeraments. But particu- 
larly aim at a ſpirit of recollettion, and a continual 
attention to God, in thy own interiour; and frequent 
— of love; and thou wilt quickly become a 
— 


Nov. 5. On the penſection of our ordinary actions. 
ONSIDER firſt, the error of a grext many 

cChhriſtians, in placing ſanttity in ſuch things as in- 
deed are no part of it. "Thus ſome {uppoſe that in or- 
der to be a Saint, we muſt work miracles; now St. 
John the Baptiſt was one 89 of Saints; and 
yet wrought.no miracle. /. John x. 41. And indeed 
one —— of humility, or ſelf-denial, er of the love 
of God, goes farther towards che making a Saint, than 
even the raiſing the dead to life. Others again vainly 
imagine, that ſanctity conſiſts in having viſions, revela- 
tions, and extaſies, or in the gifts of prophecy, pf 
tongues, or of an eminent knowledge of the moff ſub- 
-Iime and divine truths: becauſe they often meet with 
uch things as theſe in the lives of Saints: but none of 
4heſe things made them Saints; and they have been 
even found in ſuch as were net Saints: whilſt on the 
other hand many eminent Saints have had none of 
chem: neither ought any humble Chriſtian to defire, 
or to ſeek for ſuch things as theſe; though every Chriſ- 
tian ought to deſire, and to endeavonr to be a Saint. 
Nor does ſanctity conſiſt in much faſting, or in wearing 
hair ſhirts, or in taking diſciplines, or in giving large 
alms; or in reeiting long prayers, or in any other ex- 
traordinary practices or obſervances; all which, hoy- 
ever good in themſelves, have been found in hypo- 7 
erues; or in ſuch as have been, all the while, faves to 

: Ha pride, 
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pride, ſelf-love and paſſion. But true ſanity conſiſts 
in unfeigned charity, in both its branches, that is, both 
as it regards the love of God, and of our neighbours: 
it conſiſts in a conformity with the will of God in all 
things, and adhering cloſe to him; it conſiſts in being 


humble of heart, and ſincerely deſpiſing ourſelves: it 


conſiſts in denying ourſelves, and taking up our croſs, 
and following Chriſt. Such as do theſe things are 
Saints: but where any of theſe is wanting, there is no 
ſanctity. 8 | 

Conn: 2dly, that ſanctity does not ſo much depend 
upon doing extraordinary actions, as upon doing our 
ordinary actions extraordinarily well. Our life paſſes 


away, in the daily ordinary actions, which take up our 
time, from morning till night; ſuch as our riſing, our 


morning exerciſe, our daily labours, or the buſineſs of 


our calling, our regular devotions, and ſpiritual lec- 


tures, our meals, our converſation, the employment of 
our thoughts, when our hands are at work, our exami- 
nation of conſcience at night, and our evening exerciſe, 


Sc. Nov if all theſe daily performances are done ex- 
traordinarily well; our whole time will be ſpent extra- 


ordinarily well; and nothing more will be required to 


make us Saints. Neither will it coſt us more to do 
them well; than to do them ill: on the contrary, the 

| better we perform them, and the more diligent and fer- 
vent we are in them; the more eaſy and delightful, 
they will be to us; and the grace of God, and his bleſ- 
"fing, will go along with all we do. O how inexcuſable 
then are we, O my foul, if we do not ſtrive to be 
Saints, when we may attain to this happineſs, even by 


our daily ordinary _ provided we perform them 


with due perfection! 


Conſider gdly, that the perfection of our ordin 
aftions . upon the purity of intention, wit 
Which we perform them; on our attention to God, in 
all that we do; and our ſeaſoning all- our labours and 
employments, with frequent aſpirations, and ejacula- 
tions of divine love; and frequent oblations . 1 
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ſelves, and of all that we do, to God. By thy ordinance | 
the day goeth on, ſaith'the royal Prophet, Pf. cxviii. 91. 2 
for all 8 erde thee. Yes, my ſoul, all things conti- | 
nually ſerve the Lord, but the rebel angels, and the re- 1 
bellious will of man. Now this rebellious will of ours 
we bring to, ſerve him, by beginning the day with an 9 
oblation of our whole ſelves to him; by directing all 1 
our thoughts, words, and actions, by a pure intention, | 
to his glory; by making his holy will the rule of all | 
we. do; by beginning every work with an offering of 
what we are going to do, together with an offering of 
our hearts to him; and by often renewing this offering 
in the midſt of our works; by doing all our actions, as 
much as we can, in his preſence; and by intermingling | 
acts of divine love with all we do. Thus ſhall all our | 
days be found to be full days; thus ſhall they all go on 
by God's ordinance; thus ſhall they all "Gros hom 1 
Conclude to take great care, to give to all thy ordi- 
nary actions their due perfection, by following theſe 4 
rules. And as to thy daily employments, and all the 
buſineſs, and labours of thy lawful calling; ever con- 
ſider them, as appointed thee by the holy will of 4 
God; and ever perform them, in compliance with, 
and in obedience ta his heavenly will; thus thou 
mayeſt make them all acts of virtue, and even acts of 
divine love. And if theſe thy daily employ ments be 
laborious, or otherwiſe mortifying, or diſagreeable to 
thy ſelf- love; thou mayeſt alſo make them atts of pe- 
.nance; by accepting of them, as impoſed upon thee 
by God, for thy ſins; and offering them up to God, in 
,union with the labours and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for thy ſins. | 


Nov. 6. On the ſanctity of the Chriſtian's inflitute. 
ONSIDER firſt, that the Chriſtian religion 
| is in the nature of a religious order, or inſtitute, 
founded by Jeſus Chriſt, our | ar and taking its name 
from him. The Son of God himſelf came 3 from 


leaden; to be the founder of the Chriſtian order. It's 
| | ; N origin i 
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origin is &eavenly. It's rule is heavenly: being God's 
con word; and the goſpel of his Son. It's tendency is 
heavenly : it tends to deliver us from all thoſe evils, both 
with regard to time, and eternity, in which we were un- 
Happily involved, by our firſt parents tranſgreſſion; 
particularly from the death of fin, and from the ſecond 
death of hell; and to bring us to our fovereign Good, 
to all perfection of ſanctity here, and to our true and 
eternal life hereafter. The means it furniſhes us with 
for this end, are alſo k-avealy: ſuch as the communica- 
tions of divine grace; the facred myſteries and ſacra- 
ments, of divine iuſtitution; the daily'converſation 
with God by prayer; and the communton of the ſaints, 
or a happy aſſociation with all hol —— in all holy 
things. The Chriſtian makes his ſolemn religious pro- 
feſſion, at the foot of the altar, at his baptiſm: there he 
engages himſelf by vows, to renounce the world, the 
fleſh, and the devil; and to lead an innocent and ſaint- 
life: there he receives, for his habit, the white robe, 
denoting cleapnefs of heart, and innocence; with a 
charge to keep it all his life time, without ſpot or ſtain: 
there he puts on Jefus Chriſt, by a new birth, in order 
to a new and fpirituat life, that may know no death. 
Ol! can any thing then be more holy than this ſacred 
inſtitute of the Chriſtian order; where the founder, 
the rule, the exerciſe, the vows, the habit, and the 
Whole manner of life, that it requires, are all moſt hea- 
renly and divine apt | 
Coufider 2dly, the blindneſs and miſery of the great- 
eſt part of Chriſtians, who live in a ſtrange inſenſibi- 
tity, of the excellence of the Chriſtian religion, of the 
obligation of it, and the ſanctity it requires of them, 
in conſequence of the alliance it gives them with the 
whale bleſſed Trinity. The dignity of a Chriſtian is 
indeed very great. He has the honour to be enrolled 
in the ſervice of the great King. He is made his do- 
meffick, his friend, his favourite. But this is not all; 
be is even adopted, through Jefus Chriſt, to be a child 
of God, and an heir of his eternal kingdom: he is en- 
grafted, and incorporated in Chriſt ; and made a mem- 


ber - 
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ber of that myſtical body, of which the Son of God as 
the head: he is made partaker of his Spirit; of his 
kingly and prieſtly unctibn: and in ſome meaſure of 
his divine nature. The grace of Chriſtianity is ſo 
great, that the Apoſtle writing to the Epheſians, ſeems 
to want words to expreſs ite? He calls it the 'unfearth- 
able riches of Chriſt, and the myſtery hidden from eternity 
in God, Eph. iv. g. with a ileal more to the like 
purpoſe, as well with relation to the exceeding great 
goodneſs of God, manifeſted in his calling us, withont 
any deſert of ours, to ſo great à grace, as this of the 
Chriſtian religion: as alſo with; regard to the! incom- 
rep advantages, which this grace entitles us to. 
ut O! may we not too juſtly apply to the greateſt part 
of thoſe, who are called to all theſe advantages, that of 
the royal Prophet, Pſ. xlviii. 21: Mun when he wal in 
| honour did not underſtand; he hath been compared to 
ſenſeleſs beaſts, and made like to them... Alas! this ſeems 
to be the caſe of millions of Chriſtians: WO ares 
Conſider gdly, that our eternal. welfare abſolute 
depends, upon our living up to the charater of a Chri- 
ſtian, and to the duties — obligations, of the Chri- 
ſtian religion: in particular thoſe we have taken upon 
us by our — Rons, and which, are inſiſted upon 
as eſſential, by our holy ruler and founder. Theſe are 
all reduced into a ſmall compaſs, in thoſe words of the 
pſalmiſt: Turn away from evil and. do good. This is 
a ſhort abſtract of the whole duty of a"Chriſtian. The 
firſt part requires a ſettled determination of the ſoul, 
never to commit a wilful fin, for any | canſideration 
- whatſoever ; no not even if life itſelf were at flake. 
The ſecond part requires a conſtant Attention to do the 
will of God, in all things, and to advance every day in 
the love of God. Do this, my ſoul, and thau ſhalt be 
a Chriſtian indeed: perſevere in this until death, and 
thou ſhalt receive the crown of eternal life. 5 
Conclude hence forward to have always before thy 
eyes both the dignity and the ſanctity, of the character 
of a Chriſtian; and to ſhew it forth in thy liſe: leſt 
otherwiſe it riſe in judgment againſt thee, and 1 5 
1 = . IF" Y 


2 >» John 1. 19. 
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thy greater condemnation at that day, when thou ſhalt 
be called to give an account of thy ſtewardſhip. 


Nov. 7. On following the light.of Chriſt. 


CO SIDER firſt, thoſe words of the Son of God, 
John viii. 22. Jam the light of the world: he that 
Follaweth me, :walketh not in darkneſs, but fhall have the 
 Gight of life. Poor man, by:ſin, had forfeited the true 
hight ; he was fallen from the light of truth, and life, 
svhenihe fell from his God: the was fallen into the 
AMarkneſs of :ignorance, error and vice; and was ſitting: 
in the ſhadow of death. God ſent the true light from 
heaven, wich entighteneth every man that cometh into 
. e ſent his Son from _— zn the 
BOW fas mercy,as the Orient ſor day-/pring,) from on 
aagh, to wnfit . enligitan them Hs 7 in dark- 
wefs, and in, fhadow of death, and to direct our feet 
ano e way peace, Luke i. 78, 79. Jeſus Chriſt then 
came from heaven, to be our 4ight; to enlighten our 
Aouls, with the g ofthis heavenly truth: to bring us 
Forth from the 4arknej/5 of our errors and vices: to im- 
Part to us the ge of —— to. ſluine unto us, 
2n:this dark place of this wretched world, till the true 
lay daum, and day ar arife in our hearts. 2. Pet. i. 
19: 10 give us here the igt of his divine grace, for 
the time of our mortal pilgri ; and to bring us 
hereafter to the liglit of glory; where in the light of 
God we ſhatl fee God the tight, for all eternity. Embrace, 
amy ſoul, this light, that comes down lrom heaven ito 
viſit thee: and ſee thou follow it in the whole con- 


duct of thy life. O take care leſt thou incur the 
Ju t of condemnation, by the liglit's coming auto the 
world, and thy loving darkneſs rather than the light, 


 "Confidet adly, that Jeſus Chriſt came down from 
| heaven, to-enh the world; both with his heaven- 
ily doftrine, and with his heavenly life. He came 
_ God to be our teacher; and to open in our fav- 
dur, his ſchool of heavenly truths : truths to which the 
world was quite a ſtranger at that time, and which the 
children of this world, who being blinded with their 
paſliong, 
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paſſions, love darkne/s inore than: light, will not under- 
ſtand even to this day: becauſe they will not come o 
this great light; leſt their works ſliould be reproved by it : 


for their workgare evil, John iii: 19, 20. This light 


% 


of Chriſt reproves our ſelf:love, and: all its unhap 
offspring, with all our darling inclinations and affecti- 


ons; it confutes all the maxims of. fleſh and blood; and 


all the errors we are ſo apt to entertain, with relation 
to worldiy honour, intereſt and. pleafure. It diſcovers 
to us, the emptineſs and 'vatiity, the meer nothing of all 
that paſſes away with time, and ſhews us that nothing 
is truly great, or deſerves our eſteem; or affettion; but 
what is eternal. Phis ligt of Chriſt teaches us, to 
know both God, and ourſelves : it teschos us all vir- 
tues; poverty of ſpirit; humility, ſelf-denial, meckneſe 
patience, penance, conformity to the, will of God, and 
divine chatity: it ſhews us the ways to all perfection, 
and to a „ e it eonducts us to God himfſelf, 
and to the ligut of lifs, that is wick lam. do, 
Conſider gdly, that in order to come af tt light of 
life, we muſt follow Chrift, not only by* believing his 
doctrine, but by walking in his footſteps, and by an 
imitation of his virtues. We muſt imitate tus life; 
and manners, ſays a holy man, * if we would. be truy 
6 ———— — —e—ö heart: 
let it then be our chiefuſt ſtudy to meditate an the life 
of Jeſus Chriſt.“ A. Kemprs, L. i. C. 1. Ves, Chriſ- 
tians, by often meditating on the life of Chriſt, we ſhall 
learn how we ought to behave on alf occaſions: the 
bright /zgkt of his virtues will ſhow” us the way, in 
which we are to walk: it will ſhew us; What we are to 
avoid, and from what we are to fly: as well as wlrat we 
are to embrace, and what we are to follow, on every 
occaſion. He is the way, the truth; and the life; St. Inn 
xiv. 6. The light of his % ſhining: om us, by the 
means of daih# meditation, will conduct us into this 
way; will guide us ta this /ruth, and will bring us ſate to 
_ ©; even to the very. founmatur's: bead of eternal 


Conclude 
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Conclude to follow, henceforward, in the practice of 
thy life, the heavenly light,.both of the "or" 608 and 
of the example of Jeſus Chriſt. Walk after him, 
and his light; and thou: ſhalt neither walk in darkneſs 
here, nor go into darkneſs. hereafter. This following, 
the light of Chriſt will bring thee to the happy ſociet 
of the children of liglit, in the region of ligt — 
ing. ed 1 
Nov. 8. One thing is neceſſary. Luke x. 42. 
eqn SIDER firſt, O my ſoul, and open thy eyes 
to the great light of this divine fentence of thy 
Saviour: One thing is F It will, be of infinite 
ſervice to thee, to diſpel the darkneſs and miſts that en- 
compaſs thee on all ſides; and to direct all thy ſteps to 
1 truth, thy ſovereign good. Alas! what 
a multiplicity of cares, and concerns, about empty va- 
nities, and worldly toys, is apt to take up our whole 


mind, and heart. How buſy are we, all the da Ny 
8 


in catching flies! What a variety of amuſements diſtra 
our thoughts! In what a diſſipation do we generally. 


live! How little. is there of God, in our daily eonverſa-. 


tion! How few of our words, or actions are referred to 
him! Oh! it is too true, that we let every thing elſe 
take place, ef that only 6 neſs, for which we came in- 
to this world! And yet all this other variety, and multi- 
plicity, Which employs all our thoughts, wards, and 
actions, is juſt nothing at all to our purpoſe: whereas 
upon that one bu/ine/5, our all depends for all eternity. 
Conſider adly, what this one thing neceſſary is, that is 
here recommended by our Lord? Doubtleſs, it is no- 
_ elſe, but the dedicating ourſelves to the love, 
and ſervice of our God; in order to the ſecuring the 
eternal ſalvation · of our ſouls. .O! vanity of vanittes, 
and all is vanity, but the lowing of God, and the ſerving 
Aim alone. Kempis. Yes, my foul, that is our only bu- 
fineſ5; chat is the buſene/s, For which alone we came in- 
to this world; nothing elſe deſerves. to .be called. our 
. 5 buſineſs. 


” For ͤ BY” Ty Pw” © 
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Buſineſs: whatever our employment, or calling, be in 
the world, it muſt ever be ſubordinate to this great bu- 
Fineſ5: all our thoughts, words, and deeds ſhould ever 
tend to God, and to our eternal ſalvation. Whatever 
takes us off from attending to this great buſineſs, is 
hurtful, it is pernicious to us: whatever has no tenden- 
cy to this one thing neceſſary, is all quite idle and vain. 
O what doth it profit a man, 1f he gain the whole world, 
and loſe his own ſoul? Matt. xvi. 26. 8 
Conſider gdly, __ _ 1 _ Saviour, Matt. 

Vi. 3g. Seel ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his juſtice, 
and al 0 inde [ 2 added unto you. This 1 — 
dom of God, which we are here commanded to ſeek, 
in the firſt place, is the k:ngdom of grace in our ſouls; 
it is the kingdom of divine love. This kingdom of God is 
within us, Luke xvii. 21. It muſt be eſtabli in our 
own interiour. This juſtzce of God, is that by which he 
makes us uf indeed, through the merits of the blood of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt the juſt: it is the charity of God, 
which is poured abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
rho ts given to us, Rom. v. 5. This kingdom of divine 
love; this juſtice, and charity of God in our Souls, we 
muſt continually aſpire to: this muſt be the firſt and 
preateſt object of our _— deſires: this we muſt ſeek 
with all our power: for this we muſt always pray, with 
all the fervour of our heart. And as to all things elſe, 
as far as they are proper, or neceſſary for us: our hea- 
venly Father will not fail to furniſh us with hem. We 
have his divine word engaged for it. ; 

- Conclude to follow, in the practice of thy life, the 
divine leſſons of light and truth: by conſidering hence- 
forward the love and ſervice of thy God, and the ſal- 
vation of thy ſoul, as thy only bufine/s; and all other 
concerns, comparatively with this, as nothing to thee. 
O take care of this one thing neceſſary: and all will be 
well with thee, both for time and eternity. 


i, at 
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Nov. g. Strive to enter by the narrow gate, Luke xiii. 24. 


thr SIDER firſt, how the light of Chriſt in the 
goſpel, repreſents to us the broad roadof the world 
as infinitely dangerous to our ſouls, and as directly 
leading to the wide gate of eternal damnation. Enter ye 
in at the narrow gate, faith he, Mate. vii. 13, 14. 2 
n ide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to de- 
firufion ; and many there are who go in thereat. O how 
narrow is the gate, and how ſtrait ts the way, that leadeth 
to life; and few there are that find it! Here we ſee, there 
"are two ways, in which men walk in this life; and two 
gates, out of this life into eternity. One of theſe ways 
1s broad and ſpacious; agreeable to the world, and to 
the fleſh, and crowded with great multitudes of ſlaves 
to the world, and to the fleſh; whom it conducts down 
the hill to a wide gate; by which they no ſooner enter, 
but they ſuddenly flip down a precipice, into the bot- 
tomleſs pit of a miſerable eternity. The other way is 
art and narrow, rough and craggy, by reaſon of the 
reſtraint it puts upon the liberties and paſſions of world- 
lings; and its diſagreeableneſs to the corrupt inclina- 
tions of fleſh and blood; and therefore few, in compa- 
riſon, care to walk in it: but theſe few, by the favour 
of heaven, walk on chearfully towards the gate of life, 
aſſiſted and comforted by Jeſus Chriſt, whom they fol- 
low; and with him, and by him are happily introduced 
by this narrow gate, into the moſt ſpacious and moſt 
beautiful regions of never ending bliſs. See my ſoul, 
which of theſe two ways, thou art diſpoſed to chooſe: 
and make that choice now, which thou ſhalt be glad, 
or wiſh to have made, for all eternity. it 
- Conſider 2dly, what it is that engages ſuch numbers 
of Chriſtians, to walk on, with ſo little concern, in the 
broad road, that leads to deſtruction; in ſpite of this 
ſolemn declaration of the Goſpel, and of the light of 
their faith. Ol it is their want of thinking: it is their 
wilfully ſhutting their eyes againſt the light, and fo run- 
ning blindfold to the precipice: it is in the language of 
the wiſe man (W:/dom vi. 12.) their being 3 
. | . witc 
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witched, with werldly toys, and cheating vanities, it is a 
downright folly and madneſs, which they ſhall loudly 
condemn in hell, for all eternity. Alas, how unhappy 
are they ! How wretchedly blind indeed to profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians; that is, followers of Chriſt; and yet 
to believe, and follow the maxims of the world, rather 
than the maxims of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; to obey 
the laws of the world, of the fleſh, and of the devil, their 
mortal enemies: rather than the ordinances of their Sa- 
viour; to prefer lies, deceit and empty vanity, before 
truth; darkneſs before light; ſlavery before liberty; 
miſery. before happineſs ; hel before heaven; and Sa- 
tan before God; My foul, ſee thou never make ſo 
wretched a choice. Let not the world, the fleſh and the 
devil, drag thee along with them in the broad road of 
perdition: it would be a ſad thing to go to hell, for 
company fake. O chooſe the narrow way of ſelf-de- 
nial, and true devotion, in the company of Chriſt and 
his Saints; and thou ſhalt live with them for ever. 
Conſider gdly, that frightful ſentence, repeated more 


than once, by our Lord, in the Goſpel; many are called, g 


but few are choſen: for it has a very cloſe connexion 
with what he has ſaid above, of the broad road, that 
leads to eternal woe, and the narrow way, that leads to 
everlaſting life. Yes, Chriſtians, many are called, but 
few are 1 ; becauſe the far greater part of mortals, 
are fond of the broad road, which gratifies their paſſions, 
and corrupt inclinations; and_ prefer the feof gan of 
* * the = of ro the way of the lu +4 
' the , of the luſt of the eyes, and of t de of life; 
| . — e narrow 4 of Jelf-denial, and orche ove of 
God; which is leſs agreeable to fleſh and blood. God, 
on mar 5k is infinitely good and merciful: he deſires 
that all ſhould be ſaved; and ſhould come to the knowledge 
* of the truth; and his Son Chriſt Feſus gave himſelf a re- 
demption for all, 1 Tim. 1i. 4, 6. If then but few are 
choſen, it cannot be for want of good-will in God; but 
for want of a correſpondence, on the part of man. , It 
1s for want of a compliance with the neceſſary condi- 
tions of ſalvation ; the _— of which is * 
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the divine commandments. In a word, it is becauſe 

men chooſe rather to walk in the broad road, than in 
the narrow: which in fact is chooſing hell before hea- 
ven. So that the reaſon why they are. not cho/en, is 
becauſe they have no real mind to be cko/en. _ - 

Conclude to keep off, in the practice of thy life, 
from the broad road of the children of this world, and 
to walk in the narrow way of the children of light, by 
= always in the fear of God, and keeping his com- 
mandments; and thou ſhalt not fail of being of the 
number of the choſen. | 


Nov. 10. No man can ſerve two maſters, Matt. vi. 24. 


32 SIDER firſt, this great principle of Chriſtian 
morality, laid down by our Lord in the Goſpel, 
no man can = two maſters: by which he gives us to 
underſtand, that there is no ſuch thing as Nola him, 
and ſaving our ſouls ; and at the ſame time ſerving the 
world, the fleſh, or the devil. For theſe are enemies ta 
God, and claim a ſervice of us, which our great maſter 
abſolutely diſallows: ſo that we cannot pleaſe them, 
without diſpleaſing him; nor be friends to them, with. 
out being enemies to him. Chriſtians, we have all 
manner of obligations to ſerve our God; he is our on- 
ly true maſter: he is our firſt beginning, and our laſt 
end; he is our creator, and our redeemer; infinitely 
good in himſelf, and infinitely good to us; he is the 
ſource of our very being, and of all our good: we came 
into the world for nothing elſe but to ſerve him: to his 
ſervice we were ſolemnly dedicated, when we were firſt 
made Chriſtians: the ſerving him 1s to make us happy, 
both in time and eternity. But what pretenſions can 
the world, the fleſh, or the devil, have to our ſervice? 
Or what obligations have we to them? They are all of 
them mortal enemies to our true welfare, -and to the 
eternal ſalvation of our ſouls: if we ſerve them, they 
will make us miſerable for ever. O let us then never 
be ſo wretched, ſo mad, ſo wicked, as to put them in 
competition with God; or to withdraw any part of our 
ſervice from our God, (to whom it is all doe) to beſtow 
| it 
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it upon theſe traitors, and rebels, who are enemies to 
all that is good. mo” | 
Conſider 2dly, the particular application, which our 
Lord makes of this principle, to warn us againſt the 
love, and ſervice of mammon, that is, of worldly riches, 
of filthy lucre, of money, and of all the other periſhable 
goods, as we call them, of this deluded and deluding 
world: you cannot ſerve, faith he, both God and mam- 
mon. No man has any inclination to ſerve the devil, 
for his own ſake; or out of any love that he can have 
for this filthy monſter: but this wicked enemy makes 
uſe of the mammon of the world, and of the allure- 
ments of the fleſh, as baits, to draw poor unthinking 
ſouls to him; and to engage them in his ſlavery, for 
the ſake of theſe periſhable toys, which he paints out 
to them as if they were ſolid goods; fo as to fix their 
affections upon them, to the prejudice of the love and 
ſervice of their Maker. Therefore both here, and in 
many other places of holy writ, we are warned againſt 
theſe baits of Satan, and eſpecially againſt the love and 
ſervice of this mammon of iniquity, as inconſiſtent with 
the love and ſervice of God, and deſtruftive of the ſal- 
vation of our ſouls: becauſe it is ſetting up an idol, in 
oppoſition to the living God; and loving and ſervin 
the creature, inſtead of the Creator, who is bleſſed for 
evermore. Dear Lord, preſerve us from being ever 
guilty of any ſuch treaſon! 2 
Conſider gdly, that as we cannot ſerve both God 
and mammon ; fo we cannot ſerve both God, and ple·a- 
ſure; we cannot ſerve both God and pride; we cannot 
ſerve both God, and our impure affeftions; or our un- 
happy ſelf-love; which is the ſource of all our evils. 
And ſo 1n general, with regard to every thing elſe, the 
love of which takes us off trom the love and ſervice of 
the living God, it always holds good, that we cannot 
ſerve both the creator and the creature. Our God is a 
jealous lover: he will allow of no love, but what is 
quite regular and orderly; and kept in ſubjettion to the 
love of him. He declares againſt @ divided heart ; 
Ofca x. 2. Ther heart is divided, ſaith he, now they 
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ſhall periſh. He claims the whole heart, as his own 
due. He will allow of no rival there. He expetts to 
reign there without a 22 See, my foul, upon 
what conditions God will accept of thee. Thou muſt 
be wholly his, without reſerve: or he will not receive 
thee. In the offering thou makeſt of thyſelf to his di- 
vine ſervice, thou muſt take care, not to keep back, by 
fraud, any part, like Ananias and Saphira; Ads v. leſt 
thou fall under the like judgment, as they did! 

Conclude to admit of no other maſter of thy heart 
and affection, but the God that made thy heart for him- 
ſelf, and all things elſe for thee. None but he can fill 
thy heart: all other things are juſt nothing at all, when 
compared with him. Fear him alone: love him alone: 
give thy whole ſelf to him alone: thus ſhalt thom be 
wholly his; and he wholly thine, for all eternity. 


Nov. 11. He that doth not renounce all that he poſſeſſein 
cannot be my diſciple, Luke xiv. gg. 
(CONSIDER firſt, that every Chriſtian, as ſuch 

ought to be a diſciple of 1. Chriſt: the very 
name of CA riſtian implies as much; and the firſt Chriſ- 
tians were originally known and diſtinguiſhed, by no 
other name, than that of diſciples, that is, of ſcholars 
and followers of this heavenly maſter. See then, my 
foul, what the Character of a Chri/tzan obliges thee to, 
by the declaration of the Son of God himſelf. If thou 
wilt be a diſciple of Chriſt, if thou wilt be a Chriſttan 
indeed, and to the purpoſe, of ſecuring to thyſelf that 
happy eternity, with the living God, - the 1s prepared 


for Chriſt's zrue diſciples; thou muſt renounce all things 


elſe, how near, or dear ſoever they may be to thee, to 
follow him. Thou muſt renounce them, if not in effect, 
at leaſt in affection; by taking off thy heart from them, 
and transferring it to thy or.ly ſovereign good: and 
thou muſt renounce them in effect too; as often, and 


as far, as they ſtand in thy way, ſo as to hinder thee 


from following Chriſt. This is the great and funda- 
mental leſſon of practical Chriſtianity; this is the a- 


may ſt 


bridgment of the Goſpel: to give up all, that thou 
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mayſt find all; to be — from the creature, that 
thou mayſt be united to the Creator. 

Conſider adly, that our Lord explains this obliga- 
tion of our renouncing all things elſe, in order to be 
his diſciples, by two compariſons: the one of a man, 
who purpoſes to build a tower, but firſt fits down to 
reckon up the charges, to ſee if he has wherewithal to 
finiſh the work : the other of a king, who is going to 


wage war againſt another king; but firſt conſiders, whe- 


ther he has ſufficient forces to encounter his adverſary. 
Every Chriſtian is highly concerned in theſe two com- 
pron: inaſmuch as every Chriſtian, if he defires to 
happy for ever, muſt raiſe a ſpiritual building here, 
upon the foundation, which is Chriſt; a building that 
may be proof 1 all ſtorms and inundations; a 
tower that may ſtand for ever: and every Chriſtian is 
engaged in a warfare, againſt the prince of darkneſs, 
| . N his allies; wherein, if he does not come off with 
victory, he muſt be miſerable for all eternity. There- 
fore the Chriſtian muſt fit down, and muſt reckon up 
the neceſſary charges of this building; to ſee, that he 
may be able to finiſh it: and he mult take care to fe- 
cure to himſelf ſufficient forces to enable him to carry 
on this war, and to ſubdue the enemy. Now it is by 
renouncing all things elſe to follow Chriſt, that we are 
aſſociated to. him, and made partakers of all his trea- 
| ſures; and we exchange our weakneſs for his ſtrength: 
and thus we are enabled both to elevate our building, 
even to heaven; and to overthrow all the powers of 


hell. | 


Conſider gdly, how true it is, that our affection to 
the things of this world, are indeed the chiefeſt hind. 


rance to us; as well in carrying on our ſpiritual build- 
ing; as in our conflicts with our ſpiritual enemies. 
The builder will make no progreſs in his building, if 
inſtead of applying himſelf ſeriouſly to the work he has 
undertaken, he loſes his time in amuſing himſelf, about 
other things, nothing to his purpoſe; or if he takes 
little or no care to procure the neceſſary materials; or 
ſuffers his hands and feet to be ſhackled, when he 
\ ſhould 
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ſhould be at work. It is the caſe of all ſuch Chriſtians, 
as have not yet mortified their affections to the things 
of the world. Theſe alas! take up their thoughts; 
theſe employ their time; what ſhould be expended in 
carrying on the great building, is all waſted upon theſe; 
and the builder lies groveling upon the earth, tied down 
with the chains of his miſplaced affections. And as for 
the wreſtling, in which we are engaged, with the ſpirits 
of wickedneſs: it is no leſs certain, that nothing gives 
them a greater hold on us, than our unmortified affec- 
tzons to theſe worldly toys. It is like carrying a load 
of cloaths about us, when we are to wreſtle with one 
that is ſtript; who will be ſure, by that occaſion, to 


have the advantage of us. Therefore we who are to 


wreſtle with the devil, who 1s naked, muſt fling off our 
© garments, faith St. Gregory (Homzl. ga.) by renouncing 
our worldly affections, or we ſhall be ſure to be brought 
don by him. | 

Conclude to make it thy perpetual ſtudy, to take off 
thy affeftions from all things of the earth; and to diſ- 
regard the creature, that thou mayeſt find the Creator. 
And ſeeing that a great grace is required to this ; which 
may untie the ſoul from all that is not God; and carry 
her up upon the wings of the dove, to reſt eternally in 
him: continually pray for his grace. 


Nov. 12. If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himſelf; Mat. xvi. 24. | | 
6 firſt, that the diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 

by the rule of the Goſpel, is not only obliged to 
renounce, (at leaſt in affection) all things elſe, * the 
ſake of his maſter: but, what is the hardeſt of all, he 
muſt alſo renounce and deny himſelf. And this his re- 
nouncing of himſelf, is abſolutely inſiſted upon, by our 
Lord, as the firſt, the moſt eſſential, and the moſt in- 
diſpenſable condition, for every one, that would come 
after him , and belong to him. Yes, Chriſtians, there 
is that irreconcileable oppofition between this /elf, 
ſtrangely corrupted by fin, ſurrounded with darknels, 
and bent upcn evil; and the purity and ſanflity * ay 
; rin, 
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Chriſt. and the bright light of his truth: that there is 
no coming, in a proper manner, at the one, without 
renouncing the other: there is no coming at divine, 
charity, which teaches us to love our God with our 
whole heart, (the principal of all Chriſtian duties) 
without declaring an eternal war with Jefiove, the capi- 
tal enemy to the love of God, and thę Parent of all 
vices. And therefore we are not only commanded, in 
the Goſpel, to renounce, and to deny ourſelves, in order 
to follow Chriſt, but alſo to kate ourſelves, or as it is ex- 
preſſed in the original (Luke xiv. 26, and n xii. 25.) 
. to hate our on in this world, in order to ſave them in 
the next. See my ſoul, upon what conditions thou art 
to be a diſciple of the Son of God ; thou muſt net only 
renounce all things elſe; thou muſt alſo renounce, and 
hate thyſelf too. | | 
Coulider 2dly, the grounds upon which is founded 
this ſtrict obligation of denyzng, and of renouncing our- 
ſelves in this world: namely. that we may be in a pro- 
per condition to give ourſelves up entirely to God; and 
thus leaving ourſelves, may find him, and be eternally 
his. So that in effect, this denying and renouncing 
ourſelves, is the beſt way we can have of loving our- 
* ; becauſe it procures us the greateſt good, and 
«brings us' to our ſovereign good. As on the other 
hand, that unhappy ſelf-ſeeking, and loving to gratify 
ourſelves, in this world, is indeed katrng ourſelves: be- 
cauſe of the miſchiefs it brings upon us, both for time 
and eternity. If then we are to renounce the affetti- 
ons to all things elſe, in order to follow Chrift : leſt the 
love of them, ſhould divide our heart, and take it off 
from him: how much more are we to renounce /e{f-love, 
tor the love of him ; as being much ſtronger than all 
our other aftettions; and far more apt to captivate our 
heart, and to ſhut out the love of God. Yes my ſoul, 
thy ſelt-love is indeed the greateſt. enemy both of thy 
God, and of thy own true, and everlaſting welfare, and 
therefore thou muſt not only renounce it, but abhor it 
too, with a moſt perfett hatred ; and turn all thy forces 
againſt it, in order to aboliſh it, and deſtroy it. 
Ea Conſider 
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Conſider gdly, and attend to the ſentiments of a 
great ſervant of God, upon this ſubject. My fon thou 
* muſt give all for all, and be nothing of thy own.“ 
* Know that the love of thyſelf is more hurtful to thee 
than any thing in the world, Thou canſt not poſſeſs 
perfect liberty, unleſs thou wholly deny thyſelf. All 
* ſelf-ſeekers and ſelf-lovers are bound in fetters, full of 
* defires, full of cares, unſettled, and ſeeking always 
their own eaſe, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt, but 
* oftentimes deviſing and framing that which ſhall not 
* ſtand: for all ſhall come to nothing, that proceeds not 
from God. Take this ſhort and perfect word: For- 
ale all, and thou ſhalt find all: leave thy deſires, and 
* thou ſhalt find reſt. Conſider this Ka 1 and when 
* thou ſhalt have put it in praftice, thou ſhalt under- 
* ſtand all things.“ Following of Chriſt, L. iii. C. 27 
and g2. And again. Son, as much as thou canit 
go out of thyſelf, ſo much ſhalt thou be able to enter 
into me. the defiring of nothing abroad, brings 
peace at home, ſo the rehinquiſhing thyſelf interiourly, 
® joins thee to God. I will have thee learn the per- 
fett rencuncing of thyſelf, in my will, without con- 

tradition or complaint. Follow me, I am the way, 
* the truth, and the life If thou wilt be my 3 
* deny thyfelf.” C. 56. My ſoul, Jet theſe be thy 
os: alſo; and ſtrive to conform thy practice to 
em. £7 

Conclude to give up both thyſelf, and all things elſe 
to follow Chriſt ;- and by following him, to come at thy 
ſovereign good; and to enjoy him for all eternity. If 
thou waſt to give ten thouſand worlds, to purchaſe ſuch 
a treaſure; all that thou ſhouldſt give, would fall in- 
finitely ſhort of the value of it. 


Nov. 13. Except your juſtice exceed that of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, you ſhall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, Mat. v. 20. | 5 
1\ONSIDER firſt, how much it concerns us all, to 


know what we muſt do to ſave our ſouls ; and w_ 
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kind of juſtice, that is, what degree of virtue, is ne- 
ceſſary to bring us to heaven: leſt we deceive ourſelves, 
or let ourſelves be impoſed upon, by the enemy, with 
falſe appearances, and outward ſhew ; and catching at 
the ſhadow of virtue, loſe the ſubſtance of it, and our 
. fouls into the bargain. The Scribes and Phariſees were 
the moſt preciſe amongſt the Jews ; and profeſſed the 
greateſt zeal for the law of God, and the true religion; 
they prayed much; they gave large alms; and they 
faſted frequently ; ſo that they paſled for Saints amongſt 
the people: and yet we are —.— aſſured, by the mouth 
of truth itſelf, that except our virtue exceed theirs, we 
{hall have no ſhare in his heavenly kingdom. See then, 
my foul, and examine well in what their juſtice was de- 
fettive; that ſo thou mayeſt avoid their defects; leſt 
_ thouperiſh with them: for why ſhouldſt thou ſuffer thy- 
ſelf to be deluded, to the loſs both of thy God, and of 
thyſelf, for all eternity ? | 

Conſider 2dly, that the juſ{zce of the Scribes, and of 
the Phariſees, was many ways deficient; but more 
ee in this, that it contented itſelf, with reform 


ing, and regulating the outſide; whilſt it negletted the 


interiour, which is the true ſeat of Chriſtian juſtice. 
They made clean the outhde of the cup, po, of the 
platter, whilſt their inſide was full of iniquity. Luke xi. 
39. Their good works were not done, with a pure in- 
tention ; they ſought not God, but themſelves, in all 
they did: their prayers, their alms, their faſtings, were 
directed to the gaining the applauſe of the world; 
to the end they might be Fee and eſteemed by men. 
And whilſt they avoided the more ſcandalous exceſſes, 
of the groſſer carnal fins of drunkenneſs and impurity, 
which might have rendered them infamous in the eyes 
of the world: they made no ſcruple of the ſpiritual 
ſins (much more odious to God) of envy, hatred, de- 
traction, covetouſneſs, and an extravagant pride, and 
conceit of themſelves, joined with a contempt of all 
others. Thus all the good they ſeemed to do was quite 
vitiated and and corrupted; all their virtues were but 
in appearance; and before the eyes of men; but their 

| | vices 
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vices were real, and abominable in the ſight of God. 
Chriſtians, take need of this leaven of the Phariſees, as 
your Lord admoniſhes you: take heed of kypocr:/y, of 
oſtentation, and an outward ſhew of devotion, deſti- 
tute of the real ſubſtance of it. All the glory of the true 
ſpouſe, the daughter of the king is within: it lies hidden 
in the interiour of the ſoul. Take heed leſt pride 
or vain-glory vitiate your good actions, by vitiating 
your intention. Keep yourſelves clean, not only from 
all the defilements of the fleſh, but of the ſprrit allo ; for 
theſe are the more henious ſins of the two. O ſee 
that nothing of the Phariſee corrupt the Chriſtian in 


ou. 
a Conſider gdly, what that juſtice is, which Jeſus 
Chriſt inſiſts upon, as neceſſary to the eternal ſalvation 
of our ſouls. It conſiſts not in meer outward pro- 
feſhons : for not every one that ſaith to me, Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doth 
the will of my Father, who is in heaven. Matt. vii. 12: 
nor will faith alone ſuffice to Chriſtian juſtice, James ii. 
17, 24. Nor will alms, prayers or faſtings alone, make 
any one juſt (as we ſee in the very caſe of the Phari- 
ſees) nor any outward form of worſhip, without the in- 
ward ſpirit; nor any thing elſe, that can be ſeparated 
from obedience to the commandments, from true Chriſ- 
tian humility, and divine charity. No, my ſoul, the 
Juſtice, that is to bring thee to heaven, is to keep the 
commandments. Matt. xix. 17. It is to do the will of thy 
Father who is in heaven, Matt. vii. 21. It is to be poor 
in ſpirit; Matt. v. g. It is to be humble, (ike a little child, 
Matt. xviii. g, 4. It is to love the Lord thy God with th 
whole heart, and with thy whole foul, and with thy whole 
mind, and with thy whole ſtrength: and to love thy nergh- 
bour as thyſelf, This 1s Chriſtian juſtice indeed? Do 
this and thou _ live. But where any part of this is 
wanting, nothing elſe can make any man t. 
Conclude to be quite in earneſt, in ſeeking and fol- 
lowing after this Chriſtian ice in all its branches; 
by purity of intention in all thy works; by ſincerity 
and ſimplicity, or uprightneſs of ſoul ; by attending 10 
fo thy 


| 
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thy interiour, to keep that regular and orderly; by true 
bumility of heart ; and above all things, by flying ſin, 
and loving God: and thou ſhall be juſt indeed before 
the Lord, and entitled to his heavenly kingdom. 


Nov. 14. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a treaſure, 
f c. Matt. xiii. 44. 


8 firſt, that by the kingdom of heaven 
| A in this, and many other places in the goſpel, we 
are to underſtand that keavenly kingdom, by which God 
reigns, by his grace, in our ſouls. A heavenly kingdom 
indeed, which we are commanded to /eek in the 16025 
place; Matt. vi. 33. and which we are taught daily · to 
pray for, in the ſecond petition of the Lord's prayer. 
"x4 this Aingdom of grace in our ſouls is here likened 
to @ treaſure; becauſe of its ineſlimable value: it is 
worth more than all the kingdoms of the earth: it 
brings God himſelf into our ſouls, to live and reign for 
ever there. But then it is a hidden treaſure, becauſe 
the children of this world are ſtrangers to the true va- 
lue of it: and though they have heard of the field (of 
virtue and devotion) where it is to be found, by ſeek- 
ng, and by digging for it; they are far more fond of 
the childiſh toys, which amuſe them at preſent, than of 
a treaſure unſeen; and therefore they are unwilling to 
be either at the e e of purchaſing this field; or at 
the pains of dig ang, or this treaſure. Not ſo the man 
in the goſpel, who having diſcovered this treaſure, ſets 
his whole heart upon it, kzdes it diligently, and for the 
Joy thereof, goes and ſells all he has, and buys that field. 
See, my ſoul, if this be thy diſpoſition? Doſt thou con- 
ſider this kingdom of divine grace, as a treaſure indeed, 
and the richeſt of all treaſures? Is thy heart ſet upon 
it? For where thy treaſure is, there thy heart will be. 
Art thou willing to purchaſe, at any rate, that bleſſed 
field, where this treaſure lies? | | a 

Conſider 2dly, the leſſons we are taught, by our 
Lord, in this parable: particularly with regard to the 
value, we ought ta ſet upon divine grace; and the great 
eſteem and affection, we ought to have for our ſpiritual 
Vol. IV. K advancement; 
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adyancement; and for all ſuch things as help our 
fouls forward, and bring them nearer to our God. We 
are here alſo taught, that the Chriſtian, who deſires to 
ſecure to himſelf this heavenly treaſure, Which he has 
begun to diſcoyer, muſt not make a ſhew of it, by oſten- 
tation or vain glory;. which would be the dire& way to 
loſe it: but muſt „ide it, by humility ; like a traveller, 
who carrying a treaſure about him, endeavours to con- 
ceal it, for bh of robbers. Moreover we are taught, 
that to make this treaſure our own, we muſt purchaſe 
the field, where it lies; and that this purchaſe will coſt 
us all we are worth. This field, in which this ſpiritual 
treaſure is concealed, is true wiſdom ; it is a devout and 
virtuous life; it is the following of Chriſt in good ear- 
neſt, and being his true diſcipleßn. Now to purchaſe a 
field, of ſo great a value as this is, we muſt part with all 
things elſe ; that is, we muſt give up all other affeftions, 
to embrace and follow Chriſt: but then in exchange he 
on his part will make over to us all his treaſures, and 
himſelf into the bargain. | 

Conſider gdly, Chriſtian ſouls, if you defire to have 
a ſhare in ſo great a happineſs, by what ſteps you are to 
advance towards it, and to come to the poſſeſſion of it. 
And firſt you muſt be convinced, by the word of God, 
and by the light of faith, that there is a y eaſure of ineſti- 
mable value, deſigned by your heavenly Father for you, 
to enrich you, both for time and eternity; if you will 
but make uſe of the proper means to find it out, and to 
make it your own. The next ſtep muſt be, to conceive 
a great 5 for this heavenly treaſure; an ardent de- 
ſire to acquire it; and a ſtrong reſolution to ſpare nei- 
#her pains, nor coſts, in the acquiſition of it. This de- 
ſire and reſolution muſt be followed, by a diligent en- 
quiry, after the field, of wiſdom and virtue, where this 
treaſure is hidden; and then digging there, till it is 
found. Now all this is to be effetted by the exerciſe of 
conſideration, and mental prayer. Yes, my ſoul, it is 
by daily opening thy eyes to the light of God, and to 
his divine truths, in meditation, that thou ſhalt both 
learn what a treaſure there is in virtue; and how thou 
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art to be put in poſſeſſion of it. Here thou ſhalt diſs 
cover the beauty of holineſs; how ſweet it is to love 
God; and how happy to ſerve him in good earneſt: 
here thou ſhalt be inflamed with a fervent deſire of pro- 
curing for thyſelf ſo great a happineſs; and with a holy 
hunger and thirſt after it. The ponderu well, by 
deep conſideration, eternal truths, is like digging: for 
the treaſure of the kingdom of heaven ; and the affec- 
tions and reſolutions of the ſoul, by which ſhe is deter 
mined at all events to conſecrate the remainder of her 
life to divine love, is like ſelling all to purchafe the 
field, where this treaſure is depoſited. | Ke 

Conclude to uſe thy beſt endeavours, to ſeek without 
ceaſing for this treaſure of the kingdom of heaven, in 
the field of virtue and devotion; and to dig daily for it, 
by the daily exerciſe of meditation and mentat prayer, 
and thou-ſhaltnot fail to find it. 


Nov. 15. On the parable of the marriage feaſt, Mat. 
| xxii. 
yk * e * our 2 here likens le 
0; ven, (that is, bis ſpiritual kingdom, 
which he came down. — heaven 25 eſtabliſh: ana 
which is to bring our ſouls to heaven): to à marriage 
feaſt, which a great king makes for the wedding of his 
ſon. To this feaſt many are invited, who refuſe to 
come: many take no notice of the invitation, but 
their ways, one to his farm, another to his malte 
many afflict; and perſecute even to death, the meſſen- 
gers that are ſent to call them to the wedding. All 
theſe, then are rejected and condemned: and in their 
place, the poor, the blind and the lame, are 
together, from the highways and from the hedges, and 
are brought in to be gueſts at this royal feaſt. But the 
man ho preſumed. to come in without having on a 
wedding garment, is ordered to be bound hand and 
foot, and to be caſt out into the exteriour darkneſa, 
where there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 
Sa far the —_—_ now let us ſee how: it is to be ap- 
plied;; and what ſacred truths we are to learn from it? 
Ke The 
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The Son of God came down from heaven, to wed to 
himſelf our human nature, by the myſtery of his incar- 
nation; and every one of our ſouls in particular, by a 
happy union of grace and love. This is that wedding, 


Which the great King of heaven and earth makes for 


his only Son. The marriage feaſt, with which this 
wedding is celebrated, is begun here upon earth by 
8 in the ſouls of as many as ſincerely come to 
hriſt, with faith and love; and ſhall be perpetual here- 
after, by the eternal enjoyment of him in his keavenly 
paradiſe. To this marriage feaſt both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, were long ago invited, by the apoftles; and other 
meſſengers of God: and all nations are ſtill invited to 
the ſame, as well by apoſtolick preachers, ſent amongſt 
them, for their converſion ; as by many other ways, by 
which God daily calls ſouls to his love and ſervice, in 
order to their ſalvation. Happy they who duly corre- 
ou with theſe heavenly calls; and readily come to 
is feaſt, to which they are ſo ar", 44 invited by ſo 
great a King! But then they muſt take care to come 
with the proper diſpoſitions, ſignified by the wedding 
garment: without which they muſt not expect any part 
with 'the bridegroom in his everlaſting banquet. 
- Confider 2dly, the infinite e of God, mani- 
feſted to us in this parable, by Lin inviting us all to this 
heavenly feaſt: conſidering what this feaſt is, what 
kind of entertainment he has here prepared for us: and 
how very wretched, and undeſerving we are of any 
ſuch favour. But O the ſtrange ſtupidity of ſo 2 
poor thoughtleſs mortals, who daily {light and negle 
this divine invitation! O how blind, how miſerable, 
how wicked are they to prefer theſe worldly toys, this 


farm, this traffick, theſe empty airy bubbles ; before this 


divine banquet; where God deſires to feaſt their ſouls 
with himſelf; by the ſweet bleſſings and communica- 
tions, of his graces here; and by inchriating them here- 
after, for all eternity, with the plenty of his houſe, and 
making them drink of the torrent of has pleaſure, at the 


very head of the fountain liſe. 
> Conſider 
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Conſider gdly, the · dreadful conſequemceꝶ of negle&+- 
ing. or ef =. theſe heavenly invitations, by which 
we are called to the marriage fraft of the Lamb. Alas! 
our all is here at ſtake: our whole happineſs, for time 
and eternity, abſolutely depends upon our coming to 
this feaſt; We ſhall be perpetually miſerable if we 
are excluded from it. And ſhall we ber ſo wretched, 
as wilfully to exclude ourſelves, refuſing: to come, 
when we are ſo preſſingly invited, by the Ning of hea: 
ven? Will he not highly reſent this contemptuous treat- 
ment; this ſlighting of his mm calls; this prefer- 
ring the vanities and lying fooleries of the world, be- 
fore him and his banquet? O there is nothing moves 
him more to indignation! It is this crying ſin is the- 
principal cauſe of the reprobation of all that are loſt. 
And therefore our Lord concludes this parable, wien 
that terrible ſentence, that many are called. but: few are 
choſen; to excite us to a diligence, and-fervou in o 
reſponding with grace; and to convince: us; that if we 
are not of the number of the ele&, the fault is entirely 
our own, in not anſwering. the calls of heaven; hut 
er mere baubles, even the idols of our paſtiohs; 
before that marriage feaſt, to which he ſo graciouſly 
mvites us. | a 

Conclude, O my ſoul, to ſecure at leaſt thy own eter< 
nal welfare, by a ready compliance with all the gra- 
cious calls of heaven; and by being quite ſerious and in 
earneſt, in haſtening to this feaſt of grace, to which 
thou art invited. But remember to take along with 
thee the wedding garment of divine love, with a happy 
and holy reſolution, and determination, of dedicating 
and conſecrating what remains of thy life to thy God 
of flying all known and wilful ſin, more than any other 
evil whatſoever; of being faithful until death; and of 
labouring to advance every day more than other in the 
way of and of true life. With this wedding gar. 
ment, thou wilt be both a welcome, and an eternal 
gueſt: without it, thou wilt be ſentenced to be caſ out 
to the exterior darkneſs © | 


102 MEDITATIONS FOR 


XIII. 


Nov. 16. On the parable of the barren fig-tree, Luke. 


6 firſt, that all Chriſtians are like trees, 
planted in the vineyard of Chriſt: and that he ex- 
petts of them all, that they ſhould bring forth fruit, 
each one in his kind. He will not be content with 
their making a fair ſhew with beautiful leaves: nor yet 
with their bringing forth a meaner ſort of fruit, un- 
worthy of his vineyard: but he requires that the 

ſhould bring forth good fruit, and declares (Matt. vii. 
1 ) that tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, 
| be cut down, and ſhall be caſt into the | This 
fentence then ſtands againſt all ſuch trees as are barren, 
in our Lord's — yes the axe is already laid at 
the root of them all. (Mart. iii. 10.) However, as we 
ſee, in the parable of the fig-tree, God in his great pa- 
tience and mercy, bears with them, for a while, and 
ſuſpends the execution of the ſentence; in hopes of 
their coming in time to bring forth good fruit: till after 
repeated diſappointments, he lets the ſentence take 
place; and ſuddenly cuts them down, to be the fuel of 
a fire, that ſhall never be extinguiſhed. See here, my 
ſoul, and dread the ſad conſequences of continuing to 
be a barren tree, in the vineyard of our Lord; — of 
deſhnfing the riches of his goodneſs, and his patience,” and 
lang-/uffering, with which he waits ſo long, in hopes of 
good frum... a 5 
Conſider 2dly, as to thy own particular, how much 
thou oweſt to God, for having planted thee in his vine - 
yard; and for all that he has — for thee, that thou 
mighteſt be fruitful. O how often has he viſited thee, 
during all theſe paſt years, with the dew of heaven, and 
with the — ſhowers of his divine graces? What 
dreſſing, and manuring has he not daily beſtowed upon 
thee How early a knowledge has he given thee of 
bimſelf, how often haſt thou been favoured with his 
heavenly word ; by which his divine will has been no- 
| tified to thee? How often haſt thou been admitted to 
his ſacraments, the fountains of grace and life? Theſe 
5 | are 
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are great advantages indeed: theſe have made many 
trees very fruitful; theſe have made many great Saints. 
But what fruits have they produced in thee? How haſt 
thou correſponded with all theſe viſits and favours of 
heaven? Haſt thou hitherto brought forth 8 * 

bad fruit? Haſt thou not at the beſt, contented thyſelf, 
with the leaves of ſome outward performances, like 
thoſe of the Scribes and Phariſees, that might pleaſe 
the eyes of the world; without bearing any real fruits 
of ſolid Chriſtian virtue? If ſo, remember what a ſen- 
tence ſtands at preſent againſt thee; and prevent the 
execution of it, by a ſpeedy and hearty repentance, and 
converſion to God; and by beginning at leaſt to bring 
forth the good fruit of a new life, before the time of 
thy reprieve expire, the term of which is unknown to 
thee, and may be very near at hand. 7 

Conſider gdly, that the fruit, which God expetts 
from thee, is not merely, that thou ſhouldſt refrain 
from ſcandalous exceſſes; or that thou ſhouldſt lead a 
moral honeſt life, as many. pagans have done; or that 


thou ſhouldſt frequent the publick worſhip of the 


church; or any other external duties; which may be 
liable to be ill performed, for want of a pure intention; 
or corrupted with pride and ſelf- love: but the fruits 
which God calls for, and inſiſts upon, are ſuch as are 
ſolid, and ſound at heart; ſuch as are never to be found 
in hypocrites, or impoſtors, or any others but truly 
— Chriſtians. Such are an unfeigned humility, and 
contempt of ourſelves; the mortification of our own 
will, of our paſhons, and corrupt inclinations, by the 
virtues of obedience, and ſelf-denial; a conformity in 
all things with the holy will of God; ſincere piety and 
devotion, and above all things, true and perſell charity; 
by loving God, with our whole hearts; and every 
neighbour, whether friend, or enemy, in him, and for 
him. Theſe are good fruits indeed: and the trees that 
bring forth ſuch fruits as theſe, are good trees. But where 
theſe fruits are wanting, and either pride, or paſſion, or 
ſelf-love ſtill prevails; neither alms, nor faſtings, nor 
long prayers, nor daily frequenting the W nor 
75 | ſpeak- 


— 
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ſpeaking with the tongues:of men and angels, nor: pro- 
pheſying, nor working miracles; nor even raiſing the 
dead to life, will ſecure any tree from the dreadful 
judgment of being cut: down, and caſt into tlie fire. 

Conclude to look well to- thyſelf, and examine what 
Kind of fruits thine are: whether good and ſound, and 
fit to be prefented to the Lord of the vineyard; or at 
the beſt: but wild, and ſour, or rotten: at heart; by the 
corruption of thy pride and ſelf- conceit: and take care 
to purge: away whilſt" thou haſt time, whatever either 
hinders the fruit from ripening, or rots and corrupts 
it; Thy eternal welfare abſolutely depends upon thy. 
bringing forth a ſtore of good fruit; upon which thou 
mayeſt live for ever. | 


Nov. 17. On the parable:of, the prodigal ſon, Luke xv. 
FYONSIDER firſt; in the prodigal ſan a lively 


image of the miſery of. poor ſinner who-by 
wilful ſin, goes away — houſe; into a 


Far country, even the region of death: and there waſtes 


all his ſubſtance, by living riotoufly ; that is, loſes, and 
ſquanders away all the graces, he had received from 
God; and abuſes all his gifts and talents, by making 
them all ſubſervient to his criminal paſſions and luſts. 
Alas! how ſoon does he experience the famine, that 
reigns in that county? A niglity ſamine indeed! A 
diſmal want of the bread of . of all true nou- 
riſument : a-perpetual emptineſs of the ſoul: a hunger 
and thirſt, 3 ſatisffred: For all — is 

t to market there, though ſold at à very dear 
rate; is but mere wind, froth, and bubbles, that can ne- 
vor fill the belly. In vain does the poor wretch, under 
this famine; ſell himſelf for a ſlave to one of the citi- 
zens of that region, even to Satan, the ruler of that 
land of darkneſs, who ſets him to feed his ſwine, viz. 
his on hrutiſn paſſions, and carnal inclinations: for 
ho finds himſelf ſtill periſhing, for hunger and want: 
leis not allowed: to fill bimtelf, even with the huſks 
which the ſwine eat; they leave him ſtill empty. Ah! 
ſinners ſee: the diſmall ſtate you reduce * ä 
WARREN 


* 
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when you turn your back upon your father, and chooſe 
rather to be ſlaves of the devil than children of God. 
O never expett any ſolid ſatisfaction; or ſo much as 
one happy hour, till you return home again to your fa- 
ther's houſe ! | | 
Conſider 2dly, the ſteps by which the prodigal child 
was reclaimed, and brought home to his father; and 
thou ſhalt find that the beginning of his converſion, was 


his returning to himſelf, and my made fenfible of his 


great miſery. Alas! the poor deluded foul, at the ſame 


time that ſhe leaves her father's houſe, by forgetting her 


God; leaves alſo, and forgets herſelf; and is ſo ſtrange- 
ly blinded, and bewitched by the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil; as to imagine herſelf free, under the worſt of 


ſlaveries; rich under the extcemity of want; and ho- 
nourable and happy in the very midſt of diſgrace, con- 
tuſion, and perpetual uneaſineſs. But when ſhe begins 
to open her inward eyes to the light of God, by ſerious 


conſideration; and to return into herſelf; ſhe is greatly 
alarmed at the ſight of her preſent wretched condition, 
and the dreadful dangers, that ſurround her on all ſides; 


and threaten her continually with nothing leſs than a 


miſerable 8 Now a ready correſpondence with 
this heavenly light 
the beſt of fathers, is the firſt ſtep to the prodigal's con- 


verſion. But then ſce, my ſoul, how he riſes up imme- 


diately, without the leaſt delay, to follow this call. See 


with what diſpoſitions of a moſt profound humility, 


with what a ſenſe of his own unworthineſs, with what a 
deep ſorrow, and contrition for his ſins, he makes the 
beſt of his way home. O give ear to his ſentiments on 


this occaſion. I will ariſe, ſaith he, and I will go to my 


father, and ſay to him: Father, I have ſinned againſt hea- 
ven, and before thee: I am not now worthy to be called th 
Jon: make me as one of thy hired ſervants. O that all 
ſinners, who have imitated the prodigal, in his extrava- 
gancies ; would imitate him alſo, by returning to them- 
ſelves, as he did, and by riſing without delay, to go, and 
to ſeek the true father of their ſouls, with the like diſ- 
poſitious of a contrite and humble ear! 
i 2 Conſider 


and grace, by a deſire to return to 
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Conſider gdly, the infinite goodneſs and mercy of 
God, expreſſed to us in the manner, in which this 
heavenly father received the prodigal child returning to 
him. He did not ſtay till — came to his houſe : but 
when he was yet a great way off he ſaw him, and was 
moved with compaſſion ; and running to him, he fell upon 
hes nech, and hifjed him: he ſcarce gave him time tg 
confeſs his guilt, before he ordered his ſervants to bring 

forth quickly the firſt robe, and put it on him, and to put 
= on his hd, and.ſhoes on has feet, and to bring the 
fatted calf and kill it: and let us eat, ſaid he, and make 
merry: becauſe this my. ſon was dead, and is come to 
of he was loſt, and ts found. O bleſſed be this in- 
ite goodneſs, and mercy for ever, which daily exerts 
itlelf in this manner; and works the like wonders in 
favour of penitent ſinners; He firſt excites them, to de- 
ſire to come home to him: he has pity on them, when 
as yet t are a great o; he runs out to meet 
— — e 2 into his embraces; he 
oloaths them again with the ſacred robe of his divine 
ng he reſtores them to the honour and dignity of 
is Children; and to all the ornaments of virtue and 
grace, which they had forfeited by fin ; he admitts them 
to the divine banquet of the body and blood of bis onl 
Son; and cauſes all his heavenly court to celebrate feat 
of joy upon their converſion. And ſhall not all this low 
ing kindneſs, this tender mercy, theſe extraordinary 
favours {hewn to penitent ſinners, encourage thee, my 
ſoul, and effectually determine thee to quit for good and 
all the huſks of ſwine, and to run to the embraces of 
this Father of mercies ? h 

Conclude, if thy caſe be like that of the meg in 
being in a-far country, away from thy father's houſe ; 
that is, at a great diſtance from thy God, by mortal 

" fin; periſhing for hunger and want, among the huſks 
of ſwine; to determine to imitate the prodigal, in his 
ready correſpondence with grace; in the reſolution with 
which he preſently riſes, and returns to his father; and 

in the diſpoſitions of humility, and contrition, with 
which he returns: and. this great Father will mags 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR 


edly receive. thee, as he did him ; and all- his heavenly 
family will feaſt and rejoice at thy converſion. 


Nev. 18. On the parable of the unjuſt fleward, 


Luke xvi. 


ONSIDER firſt, that this Reward, -being accuſed 

to his Lord, of having waſted his ſubſtance, was 
called upon by, him to giue up an account of Tus fleward- 
hip, for that he could now be fleward. no longer: and 
therefore he ſought to provide for himſelf, by making 
friends amongſt his maſter's debtors, by diſcounting a 
conſiderable part of what they ſtood charged in their 
bills to his maſter ; that ſo they might be willing to re- 
ceive him into their houſes, and to entertain him. In 
which, though he acted iniquitoufly with regard to his 
maſter, he did wiſely, according to what the world calls 
wiſdom, with regard to the providing for himſelf, 
againſt the evil day: for the children of this world are 
4 r in their "xx ano than the children of liglit. And 
Jay to you, faith our Lord, make to yourſelves friends 
of the mammon of iniquily, that when you ſhall fail, they 
may receive you into 22 dwellings. 
Chriſtians the great leſſon deſigned for you in this para- 
ble. Your having ſo often waſted the goods of your 
great maſter, ought to give you a juſt apprehenſion, of 
your being quickly called by him to an account ; and 
deprived of your ſtewardſhip. What then muſt you do, 
in order to your future ſupport, and everlaſting liveli- 
hood ? O you muſt make to yourſelves friends, by the 
zood uſe of the mammon of this world; that is by 
iberal alms to God's poor ſervants; you mult diligently 
exerciſe charity in all its branches : you muſt uſe your 
beſt endeavours to reclaim ſinners from the error of their 
Way ; and by that means procure for them a diſcharge 
from their debts: and your Lord will commend you for 
having done wiſely for yourſelves : and theſe friends 
you have thus made for yourſelves, will, through his 


mercy, be qualified, to receive you hereafter into his | 


eternal manſions, ; | 
Confider 


10 


FR PRA TT ITT On 6 


e here 


* . 


108 MEDITATIONS FOR 


Conſider 2dly, in how many reſpeRts, we are all 
ſtewards of this great Lord. All that we have is his: 
our very being is his: our whole ſoul and body; all 
our powers, faculties and ſenſes; all our gifts and ta- 
lents; all that we poſſeſs corporally, or ſpiritually; our 
whole time, and all our worldly ſubſtance. In regard to 
all theſe things, we are ſtewards of God; and accoun- 
table to him. All theſe are goods that belong to this 
great maſter; which he has entruſted to our adminiſtra- 
tion. We are unjuſt ſtewards, if we waſte any part of 
theſe goods: and the employing of any of them other- 
wile than according to his holy will, and bis divine or- 
dinances, will be accounted waſting them, in the eyes 
of him, before whom we ſhall one day moſt certainly 
appear, to give an account of our whole ſtewardſhip; 
and of all the years, we have had his goods in qur 
hands. O who ſhall be able to ſtand this examination 
of accounts; upon the iſſue of which an eternity de- 

nds! O who ſhall be able to anſwer for one article 


ana thouſand! 


., Conſider gdly, O my ſoul, thoſe words in the pa- 
rable, as addiefſed to thee this day: Give an account of 
thy flewardſhip: and ſee what thou couldſt ſay for thy- 
ſelf, if this day were to be thy laſt; and thy accounts 
were to be immediately inſpected. Thou knoweſt not 
the day, nor the hour: ſee then, what account thou 
couldſt give, if this ſhould be the day. For why ſhouldſt 
thou expoſe thyſelf any longer to. the dreadful danger 
of being called upon, when unprepared, to thy eternal 
condemnation. Alas! Has there been hitherto any 
art of thy life, in which thou haſt atted the part of an. 
Fonen and faithful ſteward, with relation to the goods 
of thy maſter? How little ſhare has he had in thy 
thoughts, words, and attions? How little of thy time 
has been employed in his ſervice? How often have all 
thy powers and faculties, and all thy ſenſes, both exte- 
rior and interior, been alienated from him, and made in- 
ſtruments of offence? How often have his choiceſt 
ifts and talents been abuſed and perverted ? What is 
— of all the graces, purchaſed for thee by = ; 
loo 
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blood of Chriſt? Where are all the inſpirations, calls 


and reproaches of conſcience with which he has viſited 
thee? Where the ſacraments, thou haſt received? The 
word of God; and ſo many other ſpiritual advantages; 
or temporal bleſſings, thou haſt been ſavoured with? 
How few are there of all theſe goods of thy maſter, 
which thou haſt not waſted, or perverted? He has even 
made over in a manner to thee, the paſſion and death 
of his only Son; and depoſited all his merits with thee, 
in the ſacred myſteries; and what little uſe, or advan- 
tage haſt thou hitherto made of them? Ah! my poor 
ſoul, in how wretcheda ſtate indeed are all our accounts? 
And what have we not to apprehend, from the juſtice 
of our Lord, for having been ſuch wicked ſtewards, all 
our life time? . 
Conclude, now at leaſt to ſet thy accounts in order, 
to rectify all that has hitherto been amiſs; and hence- 
forward to begin upon a new bottom; by dedicating 
thy whole ſelf, and all thou haſt, to the love and ſer- 
vice of him, to whom all belongs upon all manner of 
titles. It is a moſt crying injuſtice to waſte his goods: 
how much more to employ them againſt himſelf, by 
wilful fin ? | 


Nov. 19. On the rich man, and the poor beggar, Luke 
i xvi. 
ONSID ER firſt, the words of our Lord in the 
4 goſpel, there was a certain rich man, faith he, 
who was cloathed in purple and ſine linnen; and 
feaſted ſumptuouſly every day. And there was a 
certain beggar, named Lazarus, who lay at his gate, 
full of ſores; deſiring to be filled with the crumbs 
that fell from the rich man's table; and no one did 
give him: moreover the dogs came, and licked his 
ſores. And it came to pals that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the Angels into Abraham's boſom. 
And the rich man alſo died, and he was buried in 
hell. And lifting up his eyes, when he was in tor- 
ments, he ſaw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 


6 Hoſom: and he cried and ſaid: father Abraham have 
Vol IV. | * mercy 
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© niercy dn ine; and ſerid Lazarus, that he may dip the 


tip of his finger in water, to cool my tongue; for I 
aàm tormented in this flame. And Abraham ſaid to him: 


Fon, femeinber that thou didſt receive good things in 


* Thy le tüne; and Hkewife Lazarus evil things: but 
* now He is comforted, and thou art tormented. And 
Hbeſſches All this, between us and you, there is fixed a 
great chaos: fo that they who would paſs from hence 
toy, cannot; nor from thence come hither, Gc.“ 
See here my ſoul, a =_ difference in life, between 
the rich min, abounding in all that this world could 
ive, and living in pleaſures and delights; and the poor 
gar, wanting even the neceſſaries of life, and lan- 
gul if Under & muftttük of ſores, and ulcers: but 
look, and obſerve how quickly the ſcene is changed; 
And wHat aFfeater, and eternal difference immediate! 
Tucceeds, after death; when the one is coatforied 
with everlaftin; Joy, and — and the other 
plunged into he — of endleſs miſery, where 
5 cannot eden be allowed one drop of water to cool 
„„ 
TConficer Zub, Whit it was that brought the rich 
man to this place of eternal woe: ſince here is no 
ention in the. goſpel of any ſcandalous exceſſes, that 
he was guiſty of; ho blaſphemies, no perjuries, or pro- 


| anc ſwearing; na. murders; no adulteries, or other 


loving His neighbour” as Eimſelf; and certainly there 


ipurittes; no thefts, no 'rapines, or extortions; no 
'Manders, no tetraQiions,, or lies: it is only ſaid that he 
Was tloathed in fur lf and fine linen, and feafted 2 1 
M every day; things, in which, conſidering his ſtate 
"and condition, the wortd apprehends no fin. What 
then can We ſuppoſe*to have been the occaſion of his 


 *d#mination? O Chriftians ! his fins were chiefly fins of 


Imiffion of the fervice of God: he led an idle life: he 
loved his pleafüres more than God: he made a god of 
is belly: he Had no contern for the poor: fo that he 
lived in a continual breach of the two great command- 
ments of lobing God, witli his whole heart; and of 


needs 


* N 

N 
needs no other ſins to ſend any man to hell. See 
then, my ſoul, thou never flatter thyſelf with the ima 
gination of thy being innocent; nor promiſe thyſelf 
any ſecurity.; becauſe thou art not guilty perbaps of the 
roſſer ſort of ſins: whilſt thou leadeſt an idle, unpro- 
table life; following the ways and maxims of world. 
lings; and loving the honours, riches, or pleaſures of 
the world, better than God: for ſuch a life as this can 
never bring any one to heaven: it is too remote from 

the narrow way that leads to life. het 

Conſider gdly, in the caſe of the poor beggar, the 
happy fruits of patient ſuffering; of a true conformity 
in all things to the will of God; and of always keep- 
ing one's felt cloſe to him, by recollection, and diving 
love, in every place, occupation, or condition of lite. 
For it was-thus the poverty, and the pains of Laza- 
rus were ſanctified, and made the ſeeds of his eternal 
happineſs. O that all fuch Chriſtians, as ſhare in any 
part of his ſufferings, were ſo wiſe, and happy in their 
comportment under them, ag to reap the like ruits, 
for eternity, from their temporal evils! But O it is 
the want of a lively faith of the great truths of God, 
delivered to us in the ſcriptures; it is the want of a 
true ſenſe of the goods, and evils, of eternity; it is 
the want of ſeriouſly thinking, and conſidering ; is 
too often the bane both of the rich, and of the poor: 
for otherwiſe, as our Lord here informs us, theſe ſcrip- 
ture truths ought to influence us more powerfully, to- 
wards the total change of our lives; than even if any 
perſon were to come from the dead to preach unto 
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us. 

Conclude to labour, and pray for heavenly wiſdom, 
to conduct thee, in ſuch manner, * the miſt of the 
goods 3 of this Ente life; that both the 
one and the other may be made ſuhſervient to t 
, ay > ſpbſervicnt to thy 
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| Nov. 20. On the charitable Samaritan, Luke x. 
CONSIDER firſt, that our Lord, to teach us 


that general charity, which we owe to the whole 
world, without exception, or diſtinftion, of nation, or 
opinion, propoſes himſelf to us in this parable, as the 
perfect pattern of this charity, in the perſon of a Sa- 
maritan, a people differing both in nation and religion 
from the Jews? A certain man, ſaith he went down 
from Jeruſalem to Jericho; and fell among robbers; 
* who alſo ſtripped him, and having wounded him, 
went away, leaving him half dead. And it chanced 
that a certain prieſt went down the ſame way, and 
ſeeing him he paſſed by. In like manner alſo a Le- 
vite, when he was near the place, and ſaw him, paſled 
by. But a certain Samaritan, being on his journey, 
came near him; and ſeeing him, was moved with 
compaſſion ; and going up to him, bound up his 
wounds, pouring in oil, and wine; and ſetting him 
upon his own beaſt, brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. And the next day he took out two 
pence, and gave them to the hoſt, and faid: take care 
of him; = whatſoever thou ſhalt ſpend over and 
above, I at my return will repay thee?” See here, 


my ſoul, in this charitable Samaritan, an image of what 


thy Lord has done for thee: and go thou, as he tells 


thee, in the application of the parable, and do in lile 
manner; that is, ſhew thou the like mercy, and charity, 


to thy neighbours, as Chriſt has ſhewn to thee. This 
will be indeed a charity, both to them; and to thyſelf: 
ſince it will bring thee, t& poſſeſs eternal life; v. 25. 


' Yes, my ſoul, ths do, and thou ſhalt lire, v. 28. 


Conſider 2dly, in this parable, the wretched condi- 


tion, into which man was fallen by ſin. Going down 
from Feruſalem, which is interpreted the vn of peace; 


to Jericho which ſignifies the moon; (that is, turning 
his back to his God, and to all true peace, to ſeek a falle 
happineſs, in the forbidden fruit, of worldly enjoy- 
ments, which are continually changing like te moon} 


he fell among robbers; that is, he fell into the hands of 


wicked 


116 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR- 


icked ſpirits, and became their prey. He was ſtripped 
by tom. of all the gifts of grace, with which be hag 
been adorned by his Creator; and was grievoully 
wounded in all his powers, and faculties: Ins under- 
ſtanding was darkened with ignorance and error, in his 
notions of good and evil; and his will perverted with 
malice, in the preferring evil before good: all his paſ- 
ſions were let looſe upen him, having loft the bridle of 
original juſtice ; we, T's whole ſoul was in a firange 
diſorder; weak, beyond expreſſion, to ev thing that _ 
is good, and violently bent upon evil. Thus he 1 
half dead; his better part, uiz. the ſoul beans teag in- 
deed, by the loſs of its true life, the grace of God; and 
both the ſoul, and the body, being condemned by di- 
vine juſtice to a ſecond and eternal death: and in this 
ſtate, he was like to remain, being utterly incapable of 
himſelf of making one ſtep towards his deliveratice; 
and ſo muſt have inevitably periſhed to eral; bad 
not this charitable Samaritan come down from heayen 
to his relief, O the difmal conſequences of fin! O 
the infinite goodneſs of God! And ſhalt not thou, my 
ſoul, who haſt had the experience both of the one, and 
of the other; from henceforth at leaſt dread, deteft, and 
fly, with all thy power, from chat worſt of evils, fin ; 
and embrace henceforward. with all thy affections this 
| ſovereign goodneſs of thy God? 
Conſider adly, by deſcending to particulars, what 
this anfinite 1 has done, for loſt man, in ſending 
down his only Son to be our pious Samaritan, to deh- 
ver us from all our evils, and to impart all good to our 
fouls. Alas! the prieſt, and the Levite paſſed us by; 
and left us languiſhing under all our wounds, and miſe- 
ries. For the law, and its miniſters were. not able to 
heal, or to relieye us. But our good Samaritan had 
compaſſion on us; his tender mercies brought him 
down from his throne of glory, to our affiftance. Ye 
has bound up our wounds, by ſuffering himfelf to be 
wounded for our iniquities ; that by his ropes uę might 
be healed, He has applied to our wounded fouls the 


. 


= 


| heavenly medicines of his ſacraments, ſignified by the 
_ Wine 
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wine and oil. He has ſet us upon his own beaft, b 
bearing our fins himſelf in his own body, 2 the tree of 
the croſs. He has brought us to the bleſſed inn of his 
holy church, where all graces and means of ſalvation, 
are abundantly farnithed to all that aſk, and ſeek for 
them. He has given the charge of our ſouls to the 
keeper of this inn, that is, to his apoſtles and their ſuc- 
ceſſors, the paſtors of this his holy church, divinely 
commiſſioned and aſſiſted by him: and he has promiſed 
them a moſt ample reward, for all eternity, to repay 
them for the care they ſhall take of us? O what return 
ſhall we make to our Lord, for all this mercy, and all 
this love he has thus ſhewn to us. O he deſires no 
other return, but that we ſhould love him, and ſhew 
- mercy to one another. p- 

Conclude to make him this return of love : but ſee 
it be, with thy whole heart; for he will not accept of 
a love, that xz 1m of any creature to ſtand in compe- 
tition with him. See alſo thou never forget that there 
is no loving bim, without a ſincere diſpoſition of ſhew- 
ing mercy to thy neighbours, for his ſake, and by his 
great example. | | 

Nov. 21. On the Preſentation of the Bleed Virgin. 


ONSIDER firſt, that the church celebrates, on 
this day, the early dedication, which the Bleſſed 
Virgin made of herſelf to God, and to his eternal love, 
and ſervice; when, as we learn by a pious tradition, 
. ſhe was preſented by her holy parents, St. Joachim, and 
St. Ann, in the temple of the Lord; and remained 
there, in the company of other Virgins, in an apart- 
ment allotted for that purpoſe, in one of the courts of 
the temple. Learn my ſoul, from this preſentation of 
the Blelled Virgin, the 2 advantages of early piety; 
and the happineſs of de * th ſelf, from thy child- 
hood, to divine love; as alſo the du incumbent on all 
parents to preſent their children to God; to keep them 
at à diſtance from the contagion of bad com any, and 
from all the falſe maxims and corrupt ways of a wicked 
world; and to train them up in the fear and * 

| G 
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God. The Bleſſed Virgin, was 8 by divine in- 
ſpiration to the houſe of God, where ſhe lived remote 
from the noiſe and diſtractions of the world; becauſe 
ſhe was to be the houſe, where the Son of God him- 
ſelf would be incarnate, and the living temple in which 
he would live. Chriſtians, do you deſire that your 
ſouls ſhould be alſo the houſe of God, and the living 
temples of his glory? It is by withdrawing yourſelves, 
as much as poſſible, from the tumult and confuſion of 
the world : it is by continually preſenting yourſelves to 
God, in his inward temple, by a ſpirit of recollection, 
and mental prayer; that you are to attain to this hap- 
pineſs. 
/ Conſider 2dly, in this preſentation of the Bleſſed 
Virgin; on the one hand, the voice of God, c_ 
her to his houſe (in order to the diſpoſing of her ſou 
for the great things he was to work in her,) in the words 
of the Palm (xliv.) Hear, O daughter and fee, and in- 
cline thy ear: and forget thy people and thy father's 
. houſe: and the king ſhall greatly defire thy beauty : FA 
le is the Lord thy 2 : and him they ſhall adore: and on 
the other hand, the devotion and fervour, with which 
ſhe correſponds with this call; the reſolution, with 
which ſhe aſcends the fifteen degrees, or ſteps, that led 
to the temple; reſolving to aſcend, in like manner by 
all degrees of virtue, to the very top of perfection; the 
profound adoration, with which ee herfelf upon 
the ground, ſhe adored his divine majeſty, at her firſt 
coming into his houſe ; and the oblation ſhe there makes 
of her whole ſelf to his perpetual ſervice. Learn 
Chriſtian fouls, the like correſpondence with divme 
| 2 when it calls you to God: the like devotion, 
ervour, and reſolution, in his ſervice; the like adora- 
tion and oblation of yourſelves to him. In this facred 
retreat, the Bleſſed Virgin gave the firſt example of a 
conſecration of herſelf to God, by a vow of perpetual 
33 as ſhe was inſpired to do by the ſpirit of 
God) deſiring in all things to chooſe the better part; 
and to render the 1 ſhe made of her ſoul and 
| body, more perfect, more firm, and ſecure, by the 
| means 
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means of her vow. Learn of her a love for purity and 
chaſtity; and a reſolution of preſerving it, with all the 
perfection, that thy condition of life ſhall allow of; 
and for this end daily beg the aſſiſtance of her 


rayers. 
Confer gdly, the exerciſe which the Bleſſed Virgin 
followed in the temple : for ſhe certainly was.not idle 
there. As the Holy Ghoſt continually viſited, and 
ſolicited her, with his heavenly inſpirations, and graces, 
fo ſhe, who never received the grace of God in vain, 
cantinnally opened the door of her heart to thele viſits, 
and co- wich theſe graces, with all her ſtrength : 
and by this means every day of her life, as ſhe encreaſ- 
eil in age, fo ſhe grew in virtue, grace and chatity, and 
ſanctity. And as tothe employment of her time, whilſt 
ſhe was in the temple, her whole life there was ſpent in 
vicending, or deſcending, by the myſtical Jadder of 
Jacob, Gen. xxvyi. 42. which peacketh from the earth 
to heaven, and has God at the top of it. She aſcended 
this ladder, by employing a great part of her days, in 
ſpiritual reading, meditation, prayer, and contemplation, 
which are named by St. Bernard, for the ſteps, or de- 
Frees, of this heavenly ladder. Aud the deſcended 
Hain, by the humble exerciſe of working with her 
hands, tor the ſerwice of the temple, for the uſe of her 
mmpanions, or for the benefit of the poor, Vet ſo, 
that even whilit her hands were employed at work; her 
heart was fall with God, by prayer, and love. O how 
Holy! O how happy is this kind of aſcending, and de- 
ſcending, by Jacob's ladder! Lord give us grace to fol- 
low this great ; and to be always upon this lad- 
ger wizzch conducts to heaven. | 
'Conchde O my foul, to imitate this preſentation of 
the Bleſſed Virgia, by frequent oblations, at leaſt, of 
thy{eif to God, every day of thy life. Be cautious in- 
geed not to engage thyſelf by vows, without taking 
ood counſel, and mature deliberation, becauſe of thy 
1 but as to making an offering of thy whole 
heart, and ſoul to thy God, wich all thy Cones, 


words 
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words, ind actions; it is what thou canſt not do too 

often. | 

Nov. 22. On the Phariſee and the Publican, Luke 

75 =_ : 

(PEW DER firſt, how our Lord ſpoke this pa- 
rable to ſome who truſted. in themſelves as juſt, 

and deſpiſed others. * Two men went up-into the 


temple to pray : the one was a Phariſee, and the 


other a Publican. The Phariſee, ſtanding prayed 


thus with himſelf : O God, I give thee thanks, that 


Jam not as the reſt of men, extortioners, unjuſt, 
* adulterers, as alſo is this Publican. I faſt twice in the 
week: I give tithes of all that I poſſeſs. And the 
* Publican. ſtanding afar off would not ſo much as lift 
* up his eyes towards heaven ; but ſtruck his breaſt, 
* ſaying : O God, be merciful to me a ſinner. I ſay 
+. to you, this man went down to his houſe juſtified ra- 
* ther than the other; becauſe every one that exalteth 
* himſelf ſhall be humbled ; and he that humbleth him- 
* ſelf ſhall be exalted?” This parable was fpoken to 
ſome, who truſted in themſelves as juſt, and deſpiſed 
others. O my ſoul, beware of this mh diſpofition ; 


dread theſe two moſt . pernicious evils, of truſting in 


thyſelf, as juſt, and of deſpiſing others. Thoſe that 
are truly jull are far from thinking themſelves ſo; they 


are far from glorying in themſelves, far from attribut- 


ing any thing of good to themſelves; or preſerring 
themſelves before any one living. In the judgment, 


they make of themſelves, they always /# down, accord- 


ing to the rule of their great maſter, in the loweſt owe 
of all. Their eyes are ever open to their own defects, 
and ſhut to thoſe of others; at leaſt where their duty 
does not require their inſpe&ion, or correction of them. 
. They are convinced that they have nothing in them. 


ſelves, that they can truſt to: and that it is only owing - 


to God's great mercy, that they have not been guilt 
of the moſt enormous crimes, that any poor 8 
has ever committed: and therefore they never preſume 
to * any one, not even the moſt ſcandalous ſin- 
ner; leſt they ſhould be found worſe than him un, _ 
gut 


C 
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ſicht of God, through their pride, and ſelf-conceit: 


crimes, which they know to be always an abomination 
to the Lord. See, my ſoul, if theſe be thy ſenti- 
ments? 5 

Conſider adly, that it was this pride, and ſelf. con- 
ceit, that is hete condemned in the Phariſee: and which 
was the cauſe of his condemnation. He was of the 
number of thoſe who tru/ted in themſelves as juſt, and 
deſpiſad all others. He was full of himſelf. In his 
pen he neither craved mercy, nor grace of God: 
he aſked fornothing; becauſe he took himſelf to be ic, 
and wealthy, and not to ſtand in need of avy thing: 
»hereas, indeed through bis pride, he was wretched, 
and meferable, and poor, and blind, and naked: Apoc. 
#4. 47. His whole prayer was only an enumeration of 
. kis own good works; with a cenſure upon the reſt of 
men, and @ condemnation of the poor Publican. And 
as he aſked for nothing, ſo he obtained nothing; but 
only carried home = him his own condemnation. 
See my ſoul, the fad conſequences of pride, and its par- 
aicular oppeſition to the ſpirit of prayer: and learn to 
deteſt with all thy power, and to drive far from thee, 
an evil that is ſo deteſtable in the fight of God; whom 
it ſaerilegiouſly rebs of his glory: and ſo pernicious to 
the ſouls of men; whom it transforms into devils: and 
condemns to hell. 

Conſider gdly, the leſſons we are to learn from the 
example of the Publican, ſet before us by our Lord, in 
this parable, for our imitation. He had a true ſenſe of 
his ſins; and ef what he had deſerved for his ſins: and 
therefore he condemned himſelf, as unworthy to lift up 
his eyes to heaven; or te come near to the altar of 
God: but ſtanding afar off, with his countenance 
humbly caſt down upon the ground, he ſtruck his 
breaſt, ſaying; 0 God, be mercaful to me @ ſinner. Now 
this profound humility, this great ſenſe of ſorrow and 
contrition for his fins, which accompanied his prayer, 
was that which procured him a favourable audience, 
and a ready diſcharge from all his ſins. His proyer 
was heard, becauſe it was preſented, and recommended 


by 
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by a contrite and fumble heart: and by the e of 
it, he went home juſtified ; whilſt the proud Pharifee, 
who was ſo full of the conceit of his own good works, 
met with nothing but his condemnation. O let us learn 
theſe great leſſons of humility, and of a perfect contri- 
tion for our ſins: let us, as often as we go up to the 
temple of God, to P „carry with us this. ſacriſice of a 
contrite and humble heart; and we ſhall not fail of 
meeting wich the like mercy, as the Publican / did. 
Conelude to ſtudy well theſe leſſons, ſo much tecom- 
mended, and ſo frequently ineulcated, by our Lord in 
the Goſpel. O! ever remember that humility, and 
contrition of heart, bring us to God: but pride, and 
felf-conceit, earry us fur away from him. For de reſhur 
the proud, and gives grace to the humble, St. James iv. 6 


Nov. 23. On the parable of the grain of majtard-feed, 
Mutt. x11k. ga. | 
ry firſt, that under this humble fimili- 
tude, of ſo ſmall a thing as a grain of muſtard- ſeed, 
great and divine truths are delivered to us by Truthite. 
Fol, when he tells us that /he — ieaoin 15'Volte 
unto a grain of muftard:ſted. The dinguom of 'heav 
in the Goſpel, is taken in three different ways; ſome- 
times for God's eternal Aingdom, io Which the juſt are 
invited, Matt. xxv. 34. Come ye * ny Father, 
Polſeſi the ling dom. prepared for jou, Bec. of which alſo 
it is ſaid, Matt. xiii. 43. The fu, Ma fene as the 
in the kingdom of ther Faller. At other times te Ai 
dom of heaven, is taken for the church of Chriſt, | 
which he reigns for ever, as-in bis Aingdom; and the 
inſtitution and intention of which is to bring men to 
heaven : and thus the kingdom of heaven is likened to 
a net caſt into the ſea, and gathering together of all kinds 
of fiſhes, &c. Matt. xiii-147.-and to ten vir gins, who went 
-out with their-lamps to meet © the bridegroom, Matt. xxv. 
&c. and of this Aingdom it is ſaid, that our Lord ſhall 
ſend his Angels (at the end of the world) and #hey ſhall 
g#ther out-of is kingdom-all /candals;and them that work 


nguity; 
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iniquity; and ſhall caſt them into the furnace of fire, &c. 
Au eber eo tingdom of e 2 fo for 
the kzngdom, by which God reigns, by faith, grace, and 
love, in the ſouls of good Chriſtians: and thus the 
kingdom of heaven is — to a treaſure hidden in a 
field; and to a pearl of great price, Matt. xiii. 44, 46; 
f and of this kingdom it is ſaid, Luke xvii. 21. Lo the 
| kingdom of God is within you. Now the kingdom of hea- 
ven, according to all theſe three acceptations, is likened 
| to a little grain of muſtard-ſeed ; becauſe all our good, 
| faith itſelf, grace, and all our happineſs, both for time 
and eternity, is grounded-on humility : we muſt be 
little and humble upon earth; we muſt become as /:/t/e 
| children, or we ſhall never enter into the kingdom of hea- 
| ven, Matt. xvin. g. ü | 
» | ' Conſider 2dly, how well this ſimilitude agrees to the 
ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt, in his church. Take a 
view of the beginnings of this k:ngdom of heaven, in a 
few poor fiſhermen; utterly deſtitute of any one of 
thoſe advantages, that might recommend them accord- 
| ing to the world: ſee its very founder himſelf, a poor 
| man, rejected, condemned, and put to a moſt diſgrace- 
ful Ea: by publick authority, at the unanimous deſire 
of both the — and the people of his own nation: 
then obſerve the moſt fundamental principles, and prac- 
tices, upon which this kingdom was firſt founded and 
eſtabliſhed: its doctrines moſt ſhocking to human 
pride; its maxims and precepts moſt 8 to 
the natural inclinations of fleſh and blood: and you 
ay 2 ſhall find in all this the reſemblance of the muſtard-/ced; 
© 4 ſmall, mean, inconſiderable, and contemptible in the 
| es of the world. But then obſerve, how quickly this 
| Hitle grain, after it had been buried as it were, in the 
| earth, ſprung up, and even grew into a large tree, 
| which ſpread its branches far and near; by the wonder- 
ful progreſs the church and kingdom of Chriſt made in 
a ſhort time over all the earth: ſee the many thouſands 
of martyrs, and other Saints, of all ſtates and conditions, 
it quickly produced; with innumerable examples a 
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the moſt heroick virtues, ſuch as none of the ſchools or 
ſets of the philoſophers, or any of the ancient or mo- 
dern ſages of the world, with all their learning and elo- 
quence, and all their pretenſions to wiſdom, could ever 
come up to. And in all this admire and adore the 
wonderful ways of God; who ever delights in ſhewing 
forth his greatneſs, in things that are little; and in 
chooſing the fooliſh things of the world, and ſuch as 
are weak, mean, and contemptible in the eyes of the 
world, to be the inſtruments of his greateſt works. | 
ans” 6G that this grain of muſtard-ſeed, is alſo 
very expreſhve of the kingdom of God; by which he 
reigns by grace in our ſouls. The beginnings of this 
kingdom are ſmall, like the muſtard ſeed; the very firſt 
foundations of it muſt be laid by humility, of which the 
muſtard-ſeed is the emblem; for a contrite and humble 
heart is the moſt eſſential ingredient in the converſion 
of the ſoul to God, without which the kingdom of di- 
vine grace can never be eſtabliſhed in the foul. Then 
this divine grace, like the grain of muſtard- ſeed, before 
it can ſpring up, and produce the tree of Chriſtian per- 
fection, muſt firſt be ſown, and as it were buried in the 
earth; by letting it ſink deep into the ſoul, and by har- 
bouring it there, by the means of ſerious and frequent 
meditations, and the practice of mental prayer. For it 
is thus only that the foul can be qualified to grow up 
in all Chriſtian virtues; till ſhe becomes herſelf the 
kingdom of God, and a kind of a heaven upon earth; 
the very temple, in which God chooſes to dwell; the 
houſe of God, and the houſe of prayer. And thus the 
little grain of feed will grow into a great tree. : 
Conclude with a ſerious refolution to ſeek hence- 
forward in good earneſt, this kingdom of heaven, re- 
preſented by the muſtard-ſeed: which, as theu here 
ſeeſt, is not out of thy reach; ſince it may be found 
here upon earth, and that too, without going any far- 
ther to ſeek it, than into thy own interiour: where, if 
thou properly ſeek it by recollection and mental prayer, 
thou thalt quickly come at it; and be put in the poſ- 
Vor. IV. M ſeſlion 
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ſeſſion of it: and all good things ſhall come to thee to- 
gether with it. BE | 


Nov. 24. On the parable of the ten virgins, Mat. xxv. 


ele firſt, that theſe ten virgins, in this 
4 parable, repreſent to us the ſtate of Chriſtians, in 
| this mortal pilgrimage. We are all, by our vocation 
| or calling to the Chriſtian faith, appointed to go forth, 
LI with our lamps, to meet the bridegroom : becauſe the 
buſineſs of a Chriſtian, in this life, is to make the beſt 
| of his way, by the help of the light of faith, towards his 
| | God, anda happy eternity; and to be always in a rea- 
1 dineſs for the coming of Chriſt, the great bridegroom 
Ek of our ſouls. The lamps, with which we are to go forth 
1 to meet Chriſt, are the light of faith, of all the divine 
Y truths of the Chriſtian religion; the oi, with which 
theſe /amps are to be kept burning, are the works 4 
faith, that is, the good works, preſcribed by the Goſ- 
pel, and cam? rea? the works of mercy and charity, 
and the love of God above all things. Where this o:/ 
Ef is wanting, the lamps are ce, becauſe faith 
without good works 1s dead. And thrice unhappy they, 
who at the approaches of that uncertain hour of their 
departure hence; when they ſhall be ſuddenly called 
upon, as in the middle of the night, to go forth to meet 
the bridegroom ; ſhall find no oil in their lamps] Alas! 
where ſhall they then go to buy it? In all appearance, 
before they ſhall be in a condition to procure any; the 
bridegroom will come; and take along with him thoſe 
whom he finds ready, to his wedding feaſt; and ſhut 
the door againſt the reſt, never, never to be opened, for 
all eternity. | 
Conſider 2dly, that all Chriſtians belong to one or 
8! 6ther of theſe two companies; repreſented in this pa- 
| fable, under the denomination of w/e and foolzſh virgins. 
| The good are truly wi/e; becauſe they are wiſe accord- 
4 ing to God: and they are w/e in order to eternity: 
ft inaſmuch as they wiſely provide for 3 But O 
. how truly fooliſh are the wicked, and all children 
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of Babylon, who continually forget both God and e- 
—. — For what greater folly, or what greater mad- 
neſs can there be, than to believe as Chriſtians, and to 
live as infidels; to expect to go to heaven, by the road 
that leads to hell; to be daily preferring darkneſs be- 
fore light, ſlavery before liberty, miſery before _ 
neſs, Satan before God; by preferring the ſtate of ſin, 
before the ſtate of grace? In a word, what can be more 
fooliſh than blindly to exchange all that is really good, 
both in time and eternity, for the very worſt of evils, 
and ſuch as ſhall never have an end? And yet alas! as 
we daily ſee, the number of ſuch fools as thele is infinite. 
But the folly, that is here particularly cenſured; in this 
parable, is that of Chriſtians that make no proviſion of 
the oil of good works, for the nouriſhment of their 
lamps; but go out to meet their Lord, with expetta- 
tion of being admitted by him to his eternal feaſt, with 
Chriſtian faith, without Chriſtian charity; with be- 
lieving in God, without loving God, and keeping his 
commandments. Ah my ſoul, take good care, thou 
never be ſo fooliſh. 8 — 
Conſider ah, that the rent leſſon deſigned for us 
in this parable, is expreſſed in thoſe words, with which 


dur Lord concludes, Watch ye therefore, b.cauſe you know 
not the day nor the hour. The bridegroom in the pa- 


rable, came in the middle of the night, that is, at a time 
when he was leaſt expected: according to what he has 
often ſignified, that he ſhall come like a thief in the night; 
and that we ſhall not know the hour of his coming. 
Not that he deſires to ſurprize us: for if he did, he 
would not ſo often warn us: but that he deſires we 
ſhould always watch, and be always ready, that ſo we 
may never be ſurprized. What I ſay to you, ſaid he to 


his diſciples, I /ay to all: watch. And again: Blefſed 


are thoſe ſervants, whom the Lord when. he cometh, 

find watching : Amen I ſay to you, that he will gird him- 

elf, and make them fit down to meat, and paſſing he will 

minzſter to them, Luke xii. 37. O who can expreſs, or 

conceive, the greatneſs of theſe heavenly rewards, of 
M 2 theſe 


ed here 


\ 


_-  fleep in death. Carry always with thee, the —_ of 
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theſe _— honours, of theſe never-ending joys; ſignifi- 
y our Lord's miniſtring, in this manner, himſelf 
to the ſervants, whom he ſhall find watching! But O 
the diſmal caſe, on the other hand, of all them that in- 
ſtead of watching, and being always ready, are quite 
aſleep as to all that relates to God, and their ſouls; and 
are not awakened, either with the love, or fear of God, 
till death opens their eyes, when it is too late: and then 
like the fooliſh virgins they find the door ſhut againſt 
them; and are ſent away, with I know you not, into the 
exterior darkneſs. | 
Conclude to bear always in mind this indiſpenſable 
duty of watching; ſo frequently inculcated by the Son 
of God; that ſo thou mayeſt never be ſurprized, and 


faith, to enlighten thee; but never forget that this light 
muſt be kept in, with the oil of good works. 


Nov. 25. On the parable of the talents, Matt. xv. 
(OQNSIDER firſt, how our Lord, in this parable, 


likens himſelf to a man going into a far country, 

who called his ſervants, and delivered to them his goods. 
And to one he gave five talents, and to another two, and 
to another one; to every one according to his proper abt- 
Aly: and immediately he took his journey. Our Lord, 
by his aſcenſion, is gone into heaven, a far country' in- 
deed, from this wretched earth, on which we dwell. 
But aſcending on high, he led captronty ex e gave 
is to men, Eph. iv. 8. He has plentifully diſtributed 
his goods, and talents amongſt his ſervants; to the end 
that they might trade with them, and improve the 
Rock, during the time of his abſence, till he ſhall 
eome again, and.take an account of their good, or 
evil management of their truſt. He is the univerſal 
Lord of all: he diſtributes his talents amongſt us all, 


according to his good pleaſure. All whatſoever we 


have, as to ſoul, or body, nature or grace, all belongs 
to him. We have nothing but what we have — 
8 ELD | : rom 
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from him: nor any thing but what we are accountable 
for to him. And thoſe that have received more than 
their neighbours, have nothing to be proud of: for 
what haft thou, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. iv. 7. that thou 
haft not recaived? And if thou haſt received it, why doſt 
thou glory? On the contrary, thoſe that have received 
more, ought to be ſo much the more humble, and to 
fear ſo much the more: becauſe they are accountable 
for ſo much the more: for where more is given, more 
will be required. Chriſtians, have you been rightly 
ſenſible of theſe truths? Have you conſidered your 
wit, your advantages of ſoul, or body, your fortune, as 
you call it, your very time, and all other gifts, either of 
nature, or of grace, as talents depoſited in your hatids? 
Have you ever ſeriouſly thought on the ſtrift account 
you muſt one day give of them all. 3 
Conſider adly, the different uſe that theſe ſervants 
made of their maſter's money. For he that had received 
the {ow talents, went his way, and traded with the ſame; 
and gained other five: And in like manner, he that had 
recaved the two, gained other two. But he that had re- 
cerved the one, going his way, digged in the earth, and hid 
his lord's money. The two former are propoſed for 
our imitation; that by the like induſtry, in correſpond- 
ing with divine grace, and em d, far a proper man- 
ner all the gifts of God, and laying hold on every op- 
portunity of good, we may continually advance in vin- 
tue, and like theſe good and faithful ſervants, may int- 
| = and double our ſtock. O how happy ſhalt -we 
e, if we ſhall trade in this manner, with the talents 
committed to our charge! And though one of theſs 
ſervants gained five talents, and the other but two: yet 
as the latter who had received but two, was no leſs in- 
duſtrious than the former; gaining as much in propor- 
tion as he; ſo as to double Tis ſtock as well as he: we 
find him tewarded in like manner; and the ſame elo- 
gium given to him by his maſter: well done thou good 
and fauhful fervant: becauſe thou i been faithful over 
a. jew things, I will ſet 1 over many things, enter thatt 
| - _ 3 4 inia 
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into the 1e of thy Lord, verſe 2g. O what enconrage- 
ment is here, for thoſe who have received fewer talents : 
fince we ſee, if they make proper uſe of what they have 
received, they ſhall be rewarded equally with them 
that have received more! But O the ſublime reward, 
that = here pr — he in theſe words ; __ aps. 
into the joy of thy Lord! For what is this joy of 
our Lords” O nothing leſs than the everlaſting ates. 
Hon of himſelf; an univerſal, incomprehenſible, eter- 
nal good. 
Conſider gdly, how he, that buried his, maſter's 
money, is here condemned, both as a flothful and a 
wicked ſervant: as a warning to all ſuch Chriſtians, as 
having received talents, that is, gifts, graces or ad- 
vantages, of any kind, from God; do not employ them 
to his greater honour and glory, or to their own, or 
their neighbours- improvement, or advancement in 
good ; but through floth and indolence, let them lie 
unregarded, and as it were hidden, and buried in the 
earth: even in this unhappy earth, of the world and 
the fleſh, which engages all their thoughts and afſecti- 
ons, more than the honour and glory of their Lord; or 
the eternal welfare of their own dear ſouls. But ſee, 
where all this is like ſoon to end, by the ſentence pro- 
nounced againſt this naughty ſervant : Take ye away the 
talent from him; and give it to him that hath the ten 
talents. For to every one that hath ſhall be given, and he 
hall abound : but from him that hath not, that alſo which 
he ſeemeth to have, ſhall be taken away. And the unpro- 
table ſervant caft ye out into the exteriour darkneſs: 
nere ſhall be weeping and gnoſhing of teeth. But if the 
unprofitable ſervant came off ſo ill, who only buried 
his maſter's money; what will become of ſo many 
thouſands, who do not content themſelves with making 
no good uſe of the talents, they are entruſted with; 
but ſquander them away, and even pervert and turn 
them all againſt their maſter, by making them the in- 
firuments of ſin? O. my ſoul, © EE never been ſo 


unhappy ? 
| 5 * Conclude 
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Conclude to look well to thyſelf, by taking an ac- 
count of all the talents depoſited in thy hands: and ex- 
amining well, what uſe thou haſt made of them to this 
day: to the end that if they have been hitherto, either 
buried, or abuſed, thou mayſt now at leaſt begin to em- 
ploy them in ſuch manner, as may entitle thee to the 
approbation of thy great maſter ; rather than to be con- 
demned, as a 2 or ſlothſul ſervant, to the eternal 
loſs, both of thy talents, and of thy ſoul. 


Nov. 26. On the parable of the vineyard, let out to 
L= Matt. xxi. 3g. | 


(CONSIDER firſt, what our Lord here tells us: 
that there was a certain houſholder, who planted a 
vineyard; and made a hedge round about it; and dug in 
it a wine-preſs, and built a tower ; and let it out to Ruf 
bandmen, aud went into a _ e country. This A. 
holder repreſents to us himſelf: and this vine- yard, 
which he has planted, is his univerſal church. But 
ſee, my ſoul, what care he has beſtowed upon this vine- 
yard: fencing it in with his excellent laws, and his per- 
petual protection, as with a hedge ; digging in it a wine- 
preſs, by the inſtitution of his divine ſacraments, the 
ſources of his heavenly grace, preſſed out for us, from 
the ſacred wounds of our crucified Saviour; and building 
in its favour @ tower, in which he might watch over it, 
by his extraordinary providence, as well to keep evils 
away from it, as to provide it with all good. This vine- 
yard he lets out to huſbandmen ; that is, to all men, 
inaſmuch as he has given to all men a part, or a ſhare, 
in which each one is to labour; to wit, his own ſoul 
at leaſt, and the ſouls of as many others, as he has 
committed to his charge. And having done this, he 
withdraws himſelf, as it were, into a ſtrange country: 
by _ himſelf out of our ſight, during the time of 
dur mortal life, and patiently waiting for the fruit of 
this * which we are to furniſh in due ſeaſon. O 
what leſſons have we here, as well with regard to the 
2 of our God, on the one hand, in all that he 
done for this vineyard, and for every part of it, and 
| conſequently 
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conſequently for every Chriſtian ſoul; as with regard 
to our indiſpenſable duty, on the other hand, of cor- 
reſponding with this his goodneſs, by our labours, in 
producing, and furniſhing the fruit he expects ' 

+ Conſider adly, with regard to thyſelf, what this great 
Lord has done for the vineyard of thy ſoul in particu- 
lar; by innumerable favours and graces in every kind, 
which he has beſtowed upon thee all thy life long, till 
this very hour; and by many happy opportunities 
of good, which he has afforded thee, (which if duly 
embraced by thee, might have made thee a Saint) be- 
yond what he has granted to thouſands of others. Then 
fee il he may not ſay of thee, what he ſaid heretofore 
of his vineyard of Jeruſalem /1/az. v. 4.) What is there 
that I ought to do more for vineyard, that I have 
not done to it? But after all this care on his part, what 
fruit haſt thou hitherto produced for him? Alas! ma 
he not juſt] _—_— of thee, as he did of that Jewiſh 
vineyard, that inſtead of the good grapes, which he 
looked for from thee, thou haſt only brought forth wild 
grapes? O dread then what he threatens in the ſame 

lace, in conſequence of his being thus wn de 
in the words that immediately follow. Twill ſhet you, 
ſaid he, what I will do to my vineyard, I will take away 
the hedge thereof, and it ſhall be waſted : I will break 
down the wall thereof, and it hall be trodden down : 
and I will make it deſolate. It fhall not be pruned, and 
2t ſhall:not be digged: but briars and thorns ſhall come 
' up: and I will command the clouds to rain no rain upon 
21. Can any thing be more terrible than theſe threats 
of tlie ſoul's being thus abandoned, and given up to a 
reprobate ſenſe, in puniſnment of her ſtill bringing 
forth no good fruit, after ſo many repeated favours 
and graces. e ; 

- Conſider gdly, in this parable, how the Lord of the 
vineyard ſent at different times his ſervants to the huſ- 
bandmen to receive the fruits of it: but they perſecuted 
them, and put them to death; till at length he ſent his 
only Son, whom they uſed in like manner. In puniſh- 
ment of which, ke brought thoſe evil men to an evil — 
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and let out his vineyard to other huſbandmen, that ſhould 
render him the fruit in due ſeaſon. This was literal] 
verified in the Jews, to whom this po was ad- 
dreſſed, by our Lord, a few days before his paſhon. 
God ſent to them at divers times his ſervants the pro- 
phets, to call for the fruits of his vineyard ; but oP 
returned him no fruits: they even perſecuted his meſ- 
ſengers ; and put ſeveral of them to death. At length 
he [cat them his only Son; and him they caſt off, con- 
demned to death, and crucified. And therefore, as our 
Lord here foretells, the kingdom of God (that is the vine- 
yard of his church) has been long ago taken away from 
them, to be given to a nation, (that is to the Gentiles) 
that ſhould bring forth the fruits thereof. But all this 
is applicable, more or leſs; to the particular vineyard, 
of the ſoul of each Chriſtian, Wherefore as to thy own 
part, O my ſoul, reflect bow far thou haſt imitated thoſe 
unhappy huſbandmen, in refuſing to render to the Lord 
of thy vineyard, in due ſeaſon, the fruits which he has 
ſo often called for, at. thy hands, by his meſſengers ; 
that is, by his preachers, by his word, by his 7s x Bel 
tions, by reproaches of conſcience, &c. and in perſe- 
cuting thoſe whom he ſent to thee, by wilfully reſiſting 
his graces, ſtifling his inſpirations, and ſetting at nought 
all them who ſought to bring thee to good. Alas! haſt 
thou not, by thy obſtinacy in fin, as much as lay in 
thee, even crucified again the Son of God. O take 
heed, leſt if thou go on in this perverſity, thou fall un- 
der the like ſentence, as the Jews, did, of being brought 
to an evilend; and the kingdom of God be — away 
from thee, and given to another. . 
Conclude, to look well to the vineyard of thy ſoul, 
that it may, by due correſpondence with divine grace, 
bring forth its fruit in due ſeaſon: even ſuch good 
Prapes, as may be acceptable to the great Lord, who 
as let out this vineyard to thee, and who ceaſes not 


to furniſh thee with all proper helps to make it 
fruitful, | — | | 


Me 
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Nov. 27. On the merciful dealings of Chriſt our Lord 


ſinners. 


YONSIDER firſt, how Chriſt our Lord, whilſt 
he was here viſible upon earth, was pleaſed in a 
particular manner to ſhew favour and mercy to poor 
ſinners; and to expreſs on all occaſions his loving 
kindneſs to them. Inſomuch that the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, who being full of a conceit of their own juſtice, 


_ deſpiſed ſinners, and kept them at a diſtance, ſaying, 


depart from me, come not near me; becauſe thou art un- 
clean. Iſai. Ixv. 5. were ever objetting to this merciful 
Lord, that he ſuffered fnners to draw near unto him: 
that he received finners, and did eat with them: that he 


was a friend of publicans and finners, &c. Unhappy _ 


men, who did not underſtand, that his infinite mercy 
and charity had brought him down from heaven, on 
purpoſe to ſeek and to ſave ſinners! And ſtill more un- 

ppy in proudly taking themſelves to be juſt, and not 
ſinners; and therefore rejecting him, who came not to 


call the juſt, but finners, Matt. 1x. 14. vainly imaginin 


they had no need of him. Chriſtians, ſee here, an 


admire, embrace and-love, the _ mercy of your 


Redeemer, and his tender bowels of compaſſion for 
poor finners: and how much ſoever you may be in- 
volved in fin, aſſure yourſelves that he is ever ready to 
receive you; if you will repent in a proper manner, 
and return to him. But O beware of the blindneſs of 


the Phariſees : and of a vain conceit of your own ju- 


ſtice ! For the firſt tep towards your obtaining mercy, 


# . 


need you have of mercy. - | 
Conſider adly, the many inſtances, recorded in the 


muſt be an humble ſenſe of your fins, and of the great 


Goſpel, of this merciful diſpoſition of Chriſt our Lord, 
in favour of ſinners. As in his calling them to him, 


Mat. xi. 28. and even making them his diſciples, as in 
the caſe of Matthew, &c. and his frequently conver- 


 . Jing moſt familiarly with them. To which add thoſe 


remarkable 
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remarkable examples of Magdalene, Luke viii. of the 
Samaritan woman, 7ohn iv. of the woman taken in 
adultery, John viii. of the woman of Canaan, Mat. 
xv. of Zaccheus, Luke xix. and of the thief upon the 
croſs, Luke xxiii. And as both in his life, and at his 
death, ſo after his reſurrection alſo, he gave the like 
proofs of his Joving kindneſs, and his tender mercies to 
ſinners, in the favour he ſhewed both to Magdalene, 
and to Peter (who had ſo lately denied him) by making 
them his firſt viſits, after his riſing from the dead. 6 
what encouragements are here, O my ſoul, for us to 
look for the like mercy, from this ſame Lord; who is 
ſtill as rich in mercy as ever! But then we muſt re- 
member to go to him with the like diſpoſition of faitn 
and repentance, love and humility, as theſe happy pe- 
nitents did; and to take care, like them, to return no 
more to our fins. | | 
Conſider gdly, the parables, by which our Lord 
has ſhewed forth to us, in a moſt lively manner, his 
infinite goodneſs and mercy to poor e as for 
inſtance, that of the good ſhepherd, Luke xv; who 
having loſt one of his "jon leaves the reſt of his flock, 
and goes in queſt of that which was loſt, and ceaſes 
not to ſeek it, till he has found it: and when he has 
found it, he lays it 'upon his ſhoulders with joy; and 
coming home, calls together his friends and his neigh- 
bours, ſaying, rejoice with me becauſe I have found 
my ſheep that was loſt. In like manner that of the 
charitable Samaritan; who ſhewed ſuch tender mercy 
to the man that had fallen among thieves: and that 
of the father of the prodigal child, who received ſo 
kindly and lovingly his ungracious ſon, returning 
home to him. In all which, my ſoul, thou mayeſt ſee, 
a lively, and a 2 image, of that tender mercy, 
Maps e and goodneſs, which thy Redeemer has 
ſo often exerciſed, and continues daily to exerciſe, in 
favour of ſinners But what can he think too much, 
' of all that he does for them, for whom he has even 
Mied the Jaſt drop of his blood? O bleſſed be his 
„ mercy 
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— for ever, which is commonly working ſuch 
wonders for poor ſinners! Ah, my foul. were it not for 
theſe wonders of his mercy, we ſh 

dwelt in hell! 

Conclude to lay hold of this mercy of thy Saviour, 
whilſt thou haſt time; by turnin thyſelf away from all 
thy ſins, from this very hour, and running to this Father 
of mercies; and dedicating thyſelf eternally to his ſer- 
vice. For why ſhouldſt thou any longer abuſe his 
goodnels, aud love, by obſtinacy in ſin: or run the riſk 
of provoking his juſtice, to revenge upon thee the con - 
tempt of his mercy? 


ould long ſince have 


Nov. 28. On the converſion of Zaccheus, Luke xix. 
CONSIDER firſt, how, when our Lord was walk- 


ing through the city of Jericho, there was a man 
there named Zaccheus, who was the chief of the publicans, 
and he was rich: and he ſought to 15 Jeſus, who he was, 
and he could not for the crowd, becauſe he was low of 


flature. And he ran beſore, and climbed up into a ſyca- 


more tree, that he might ſee him, for he was to paſs that 
way. See here, Chriſtians, the firſt ſteps towards this 
wonderful converſion of a rich worldling ; that is, of 
one of that ſort of men, which is uſually the moſt re- 
mote from the kingdom of God. 1. He deſired to ſce 
Feſus who he was. Good deſires are the firſt beginning 
of all our good: theſe incline us to ſeek to ſee Jeſus; 
and to come at him, by true wiſdom ; which conſfifls in 
truly knowing him, what he is in himſelf, and what he 
is in regard to us. Now the beginning of this true wil- 
dom, as we learn from the Spirit of God in the Scrip- 
tures, is an earneſt deſire after it: and this is ſeeking, 
like Zaccheus, to ſee who feſus is. 2. He was low of 


flature: and could not fee Jeſus 1 the crowd: and there- 


fore he ran before, and climbed up into a ſycamore tree, 
that he might ſee him: for he was to paſs that way. 
Alas! poor ſinners, we are alſo lor 45 ſtature through 
our unhappy weakneſs, and manifold miſeries: we To 
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hindered from ſeeing Jeſus, by te crowd; that is, by 
diſtractions, worldly ſolicitudes, diſorderly affections 
of our hearts, and diſſipation of thought, in which we 
live, and by the tumult of our paſſions; and therefore 
in order to ſee and know him, we muſt get out of the 
crowd, by retirement and recollection of thought; we 
muſt run before, by diſengagement of our heart from 
worldly affections; we muſt climb up the Hicamore 
(the name of which implies a filly fig-tree by treading 
under our feet the falſe maxims of worldly wiſdom, 
and human reſpects, and embracing the maxims of the 
Goſpel, which the world calls fooliſhneſs. We muſt 
get above the heads of the worldly crowd, by climb- 
ing up the tree of the croſs; which the world deſpiſes 
and abhors; and then we ſhall be able to know Jeſus, 
and to contemplate him : for that is the way, by which 
he paſſes. 
Conſider 2dly, that when eu came to the 2 he 
looked up and ſau him, and Jaid to him: Zaccheus, 
make haſte and come down: for to day I muſt abide in 
thy houſe. And he made haſte and came down, and re- 
cerved him with joy. And when they all Jaw it, they 
murmured, ſaying : that he was gone to be a gueſt with 
a man that is a 7 eg See here, Chriſtians, 3 true 
that is of the wiſe man, Viſdom vi. 13, &c. that wiſ- 


dom is eaſily ſcen by them that love her, and is found 
7 them that ſeek her, and preventeth them that covet her, 
0 


that ſhe firſt ſheweth herſelf unto them. Our Lord 

does 5 Ely ſuffer mantel 4e be ſeen by this publi- 
can, but he looks up at him; he calls to him, to make 
haſte, and to come down to him: he even invites him- 
ſelf into his houſe to be his gueſt, and brings along 
with him ſalvation into that houſe. O the happy con- 
ſequences of ſeeking to ſee, and to know Jeſus; and 
of getting out of the crowd, into the ſycamore tree, 
to contemplate him! But then we muſt alſo learn from 
the example of Zaccheus, a wow correſpondence with 
the grace of our Lord, when he looks up and calls: 
we muſt not let him go away, on this occaſion : we 
Vol. IV. N mult 
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muſt make haſte, and come down to him, without de- 
lay: we muſt accept of the faveur of the viſit he offers 
us, with thankfulneſs: we muſt conduct him with joy 
into our inward houſe; we muſt make him welcome 
there, by a proper entertainment of devotion and 
way thus he will bring /alvatzon with him 10 our 
22 | 

Uh ber dly, what entertainment Zaccheus offered 
to our Lord, when he had received him into his 
houſe: Behold, Lord, faith he, the half of my goods 
1 give to the poor: and if I have wronged any man 
of any thing, I reſtore him fourfold. He made a ſa- 
crifice to him upon the ſpot of his predominant paſ- 
ſion; even of that love of the mammon of iniquity, 
which before had been his idol. He gave up at once 
all his worldly riches, which were ſo near his heart, to 
be employed either in alms, or in making reſtitution 
fourfold, for all ill gotten goods. He laid down all 
his ſins at the feet of his Saviour, with a ſincere deteſ- 
tation and repentance for them all; and a firm reſolu- 
tion to return to them no more; but to make the beſt 
ſatisfaction he could for them. Now this was the moſt 
agreeable feaſt, he could make for our Lord; who was 
pleaſed immediately to declare: ths day is ſalvation 
come ts this houſe ; becauſe he alſo is a ſon of Abraham : 
for the ſon of man is come to ſeth and to ſave that which 
was loſt. what comfort was here for Zaccheus! O 
what encouragement for us poor ſinners, to imitate the 
readineſs and ſincerity of his converſion, that we may 
alſo with him be prone for true /ons of Abra- 
ham by following the example of his faith, obedience, 
and ſacrifice; and that the like ſalvation may come alſo 
to our houſe from him, who ever delights in ſeeking, 
and ſaving that which was loſt ! | 

Conclude to conſider the converſion of Zaccheus, 
as a model of a perfect converſion; and to ſtrive to 
imitate it, in every part. Often invite Chriſt into thy 
houſe; and entertain him there in ſpirit: but ſee that 
thou make him a proper feaſt, even as Zaccheus did; 


by 
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by ſacrificing to him the deareſt affections of thy heart ; 
and never let him go, without giving his bleſſing to 
thy houſe. 


Nov. 29. On Chriſt's weeping over Jeruſalem, Luke 


XIX. 


'FNONSIDER firſt, how our Lord, coming for 
C the laſt time, to viſit Jeruſalem, a few days before 
his paſſion; when he drew near, ſeeing the city he wept 
over it ſaying : if thou alſo hadſt known, and that in this 
thy day, the things that are for thy peace : but now they 
are hidden from thy eyes. For the days ſhall come upon 
thee : and thy enemies ſhall caft a trench about thee, and 
compaſs thee round, and ſtraiten thee on every fide, and 
beat thee flat to the ground, and thy children who are in 
thee: and they ſhall not leave in thee a flone upon a ſtone: 
becauſe thou haſt not known the time of thy viſitation. 
Our Lord in this his laſt coming to Jeruſalem, is ac- 
companied with crowds of people, bearing branches of 
palms in their hands, and welcoming him with Hoſannas 
of joy: but his attention 18 engaged by the melancholy 
objett, he has before his eyes of that unbappy city, and 
of all the evils that were coming upon 1t, which he 
bewails in tliis pathetick manner. Not that the beating 
down of ſtone-walls, or the deſtroying of houſes, was. a 
matter worthy of the tears of the Son of God: nor yet 
that men, who are all doomed to die, ſhould die a little 
before their time: but the miſeries, which he lamented, 
were of another kind: viz. the blindneſs, and the hard- 
neſs of heart of the inhabitants of this city, ſo highly 
favoured by his viſits; their extreme ingratitude, and 
their obſtinacy in ſin; and that final reprobation, and 
eternal damnation, which they were quickly drawin 
down = their own heads, by their repeated abuſes, 
and wilful reſiſtance of thoſe extraordinary graces, 
which he offered them at this time of their viſitation. 
Chriſtians, beware leſt the like abuſes of divine grace 
ſhould draw down the like judgments upon you allo. 
| N 2 


Conſider 
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Conſider 2dly, that you have at preſent your day, 
as Jeruſalem had then. This is your day; a time of 
mercy and grace: in which the Son of God daily 
viſits you, by many e calls, and inſpirations: 
His ſacraments, and ſacrifice, the fountains of your 
Saviour, are now continually open for you; together 
with all manner of helps for your ſalvation. But what 
uſe do you make of this your day? For it is ſhort, and 
will quickly be at an end: and then the day of the 
Lord muſt take place. Have you a right ſenſe and 
knowledge, in this your day, of the things that are for 
your peace, and for your true welfare? Do the things 
of God and eternity make a due impreſſion on your 
fouls? Is the conduct of your life regulated by them? 
Or are not theſe great. truths, through your own fault, 
hidden at preſent from your eyes? O take care leſt if you 
paſs by unregarded this fime of your w/itation, as Jeru- 
ſalem did, the days ſhould ſuddenly come upon you allo, 
when your ſpiritual enemies ts a trench about you, 
and ftratten you on every fide, and beat you flat to the 
. ground, &c. 12. when the ſorrows of death ſhall encom- 
* paſs you, and the perils of hell ſhall find you; And the 
grace of God, which you have ſo long abuſed, ſhall 
5 you, in the hands of your enemies. 

Conſider gdly, how our Saviour, after r over 
Jeruſalem, and denouncing to it its final deſolation; 
entering into the temple, began to caſt out them that ſold 
therein, and them that Fought * ſaying to them, it is 
. written, my houſe 15 a _ of prayer: but you have 
made it a den of thieves, Luke xix. 45. Giving us to 
underſtand, by his Prawn on this occaſion, that the 
profanation of the houſe of God, and of ſacred things, 
the love.of gain more than of godlineſs, and a groſs 
negle& of prayer, and other er duties, is the 
high road to blindneſs, and hardneſs of heart, and con- 
ſequently to a dreadful and eternal reprobation. Chriſ- 
. tians, take care leſt imitating in theſe particulars the 
. guilt of the Jews, you draw upon your heads the like 
_ puniſhments, The foul of every Chriſtian ought 2 

| 8 
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be the temple 2 tie living God, 2 Cor. vi. 16, and in 
that quality the houſe of prayer. O take care you never 
be ſo unhappy as to turn this houſe of prayer into a den 
of thieves: by ſhutting out from hence the fear and 
love of God; and letting in fin and Satan. | 
Conclude to attend, in this your day, to the things that 


appertain to your peace: and not to negleft the time of 


your viſitation: leſt by a want of correſponding with 
grace you be ſo unhappy as to fill up the meaſure of 
your er and ſuddenly to fall, when you leaſt expect 
it, into the hands of the living God. | 


Nov. go. On St. Andrew. 


C ONSIDER firſt, the leſſons we are to learn from 
the example of this great Saint. St. Andrew be- 
fore he came to Chriſt, was a diſciple of St. John the 
Baptiſt / John i. 35, 40.) trained up to devotion, and 
penance, in that excellent ſchoolof the great forerunner 
of our Lord. See, my ſoul, the great advantages of 
early piety, and of a ſaint- like education! It ig good 
for a man, ſaith the prophet, when he hath born the yokg 
from his youth, Lament. iii. 27. And It ts a proverb, 
ſaith Solomon, Prov. xxit. 6. a young man according tg 
his way, even when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
St. John, the true friend of the bridegroom, who 


ſought not his own honour and glory, but the ſpiritual - 


advantage of his diſeiples, directed them to Jeſus. 
St. Andrew and another, heard him ſaying of our 
Lord, Behold the Lamb of God: and they preſently 
followed him, and accompamied him to the place of 
his abode, and there they ſtaid with him that day. 
O what entertainment did he give them! O what hea- 
venly converſation did they there enjoy! Chriſtians, 
do you take care to fit up a lodging for Chriſt, in your 
own interiour; and invite him in thither ; and enter- 
tain him there, by the exerciſe of recolle&ion, and 
of mental prayer; and you may alſo be ſo happy as 0 
— che admirable ſweetneſs of his divine converſa- 
wy 


Ng Conſider 
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Conſider adly, that St. Andrew had no ſooner found 
Chriſt himſelf, but he immediately endeavoured to im- 
vb the ſame happineſs to his brother Simon, and 

orthwith brought him to our Lord! Happy they who 
having found Jefus, and reliſhed his ſweetnefs, endea- 
var: ths St. Andrew, to bring their brethren alſo to 
him; according to that of the Scripture, 2 xxii. 
17.) Let him that heareth, ſay Come, i. e. let him, that 
heareth the ſweet voice, and invitation of the Spirit 
of God, in his own ſoul, calling him to Chriſt; in- 
vite as many others as he can, and bring them along 
with him. But though theſe two brothers, began now 
to be acquainted with our Lord, and to believe in 
bim; they had not as yet left all to follow him. This 
prace was referved cate mag time : when, as 5 read, 

Mat. rv. 18. Us in the ſca of Galilee, ſau 
6 brethren, Jef who > 2 e, pe, wad 
hrs brother, caſting a net into the ea, (for they were 
fiſhermen) and he faith to them; come after me, and I 
well make you to be fiſhers of men, and they immediately 
leaving their nets followed htm. Learn, Chriſtians, from 
this example, a ready correfpondence with the calls and 
graces of God: even thongh he fhould call upon you, 
to leave all you poſſeſs, and to foHow him : how much 
more when he calls for a much eaſier ſacrifice; ſuch as 
the giving up for the love of him, ſome gm” toy, or 
workdly bauble, which has taken poſſeſſion of your 
heart. Alas! the affections to theſe fooleries are like 
nets, from which you muſt be diſengaged, before you 
can truly follow Chrift. Ho 
Conſider gdly, that from this time, St. Andrew ad- 
hered to our Lord, as his individual} companion, and 
difciple : and after his afcenſion into heaven, employed 
his whole life in propagating by his labours, his 
preaching, and by his miracles, the glory of his ma- 
er's name, and his bleſſed tg ; and in procur- 
ing ſalvation to innumerable fouls. Neither did he 
ceaſe, till after many ſuſſerings and tribulations, (the 


uſual portion of the diſciples of Chriſi) he laid * 


— 
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his life, for the love of his Lord, following him faith- 
fully and conſtantly unto death, even to the death of 
the croſs. But O with what affection did he ſalute the 
croſs, prepared for him: when according to the acts of 
his martyrdom, coming within fight of that happy in- 
ſtrument. which was to ſend him to his God; he cried 
out: O good crofs, which haſt received beauty, and 
glory, from bearing the body of my Lord! O croſs 
* which I have long deſired, tenderly loved, and conti- 
nually ſought after, and which now at length art here 
prepared, to fatisfy 4 longing ſoul: receive me now 
into thy embraces; take me away from amongſt mor- 
* tals, and conduct me to my maſter: that through 
* thee he may receive me, who redeemed me, by dyin 
* on thee.” Chriſtians, what are your diſpoſitions wit 
regard to the crofs, ary for you? There is no go- 
ing to heaven for you, by any other way, than that of 
the croſs. Are you ſenſible of this? Do you, like St. 
Andrew, Iovingly embrace this bleſſed inſtrument, 
which is to bring you to your God and to a happy eter- 
nity. Two conſiderations in particular recommended 
the croſs to St. Andrew, for the object of his affection 
and love: viz. the example of his maſter, who had 
fanfiified the croſs, by his own ſufferings and death: 
and the crofs's being the ſovereign means of divine 
appointment to bring him to his maſter, and to unite 
him eternally to him. O let the like confiderations re- 
commend the croſs alſo to your love and affetiion! 
Conclude to labour to imitate the virtues of St. 
Andrew : more eſpecially his early piety, his attention 
to all the the divine calls, his ready correſponence with 
the grace of God, his conſtant albefon to Chrift, and 
his dedicating his whole life to his love and ſervice, 
and the pious diſpoſitions of his foul with relation to 
the croſs. There is no better way of honouring the 


Saints, than by endeavouring to be Saints, by an imita- 
tion of their lives. 
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DECEMBER. 1. On the time of Advent. 


(CONSIDER firſt that the time of Advent (ſo called 
from being ſet aſide by the church for worthily 
celebrating the Advent, that is, the coming of Chriſt) 
is a penitential time, and a time of devotion ; in which 
we are every day called upon by the church of God, to 
prepare the way of the Lord, to make ſtraiglit his paths : 
to enter into the like diſpoſitions to thoſe which St. 
gw the Baptiſt required of the people, when he was 
ent to preach to them converſion and penance; in 
order to prepare them for their Meſſias: that ſo we 
alſo by turning away now from our fins, by ſorrow and 
repentance; and turning ourſelves to the Lord our 
God with our whole heart: by love and affeftion, 
may diſpofe our ſouls to welcome our Saviour, whoſe 
birth we are about to celebrate; and to embrace in 
fuch manner the mercy and grace, which he brings 
with him at his firſt coming, as to eſcape hereafter 
thoſe dreadful judgments, which his juſtice will exe- 
cute upon impenitent finners, at his ſecond coming. 
See then my foul, that thou dedicate this holy time to 
fuitable exerciſes of devotion and penance, that thou 

mayeft anſwer the end of this facred inſtitution. 
Conſider edly, in what manner we are all ſum- 
moned, by the church, at the beginning of this holy 
time, in the words of St. Paul Nom. xiii, 11, read 
in the epiſlle of the firſt Sunday in Advent) to diſpoſe 
ourfelves now for Chriſt. Knowing the time; lays 
the apoſtle, that it is now the hour for us to rife from 
fleep ; for now our /alvation is nearer than when we firſt 
believed. The night is paſſed (or far Far tl day is at 
hand; let us therefore caſt off the works of devine and 
put on the armour of hght: let us walk decently, as in 
the day, &c. O] my ſoul, lei us conſider theſe words 
as particularly addrefſed to us, in order to awaken 
us, and to ſtir us up to begin now a new life. Alas! 
have we not hitherto been quite aflcep, as to the 
| greateſt 
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greateſt of all our concerns? Are not far the greateſt 


art of Chriſtians quite —_— by their unaccountable 


indolence in the great buſineſs of the ſalvation of their 


ſouls, and of a happy eternity ? Are they not ſleeping 
too, which is worle, in the very midſt of dangers, an 

of mortal enemies, who are continually plotting their 
deſtruction ; and even upon the very brink of a preci- 
pice, which if they fall down, will let them in a 
moment into hell? O let us then all hearken ſeriouſly 
to this ſummons; and rouze ourſelves now, whilſt 
we. have time, out of this unhappy lethargy : and from 
this hour ge to apply ourſelves in good earneſt to 
that only buſineſs for which we came into this world. 
O let us caſt-off now and for ever the works of darkneſs, 

and put on Fe/us Chriſt. 


Conſider gdly, that on the firſt Sunday of Advent, | 


the terrors alſo of God's juſtice are ſet before our eyes, 
in the deſcription given in the goſpel of the great ac- 


counting day: to the end, that they who will not 


correſpond with the {weet invitations of God's mercy ; 
and awake from ſleep, at the ſummons addreſſed to 
them in the epiſtle; may be rouzed at leaſt by the 
thunder of his juſtice, denounced in the goſpel: and be 


induced by the wholeſome fear of the dreadful judg- . 


ments, that are continually hanging over the heads of 
impenitent ſinners, to make good uſe of this preſent 
time of mercy; leſt hereafter there ſhould be neither 
time, nor mercy for them. Ah! ſinners, F this day 
you hear the voice of the Lord, either ſweetly inviting 
you, with the allurements of his mercy; or terrifying 
you, with the threats of his judgments; ſee you H 


den not your hearts. For now is your time. Sleep on 


no longer, leſt you come to ſleep. in death: as it hap- 
pened to them of old, who by refuſing to hearken to 
God's voice, provoked him ſo fat, that ke ſwore. to 


them in his wrath that _ ſhould never enter into his 


reſt. O remember that the day of the Lord, and his 


Judgments ſhall come as a ſnare upon all them that will 


Conclude 


not watch, Luke xxi. 35. | 
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Conclude to enter now into the true ſpirit of this 
holy time; which is a penitential ſpirit; and to pre- 
pare the way of the Lord; by putting away all thy ſins, 
and purifying thy foul for him : thus ſhalt thou wel- 
_ him at his coming; and ſhalt be welcome to 

im. 


DEcCEM. 2. On what we muſt do to prepare the way of 
| the Lord. | 


ONSIDER firſt, that the church, in the office, 

appointed for this holy time, frequently puts us 
in mind of the miſſion, and preaching of St. John 
the Baptiſt, and of the manner in which he en- 
deavoured to prepare the people for Chriſt: to the 
end that we may learn from the doctrine of this great 
forerunner of our Lord, in what diſpoſitions we 
ought alſo to be, if we would duly prepare the way 
for him. Now what the Baptiſt continually preached 
to the people was: That they ſhould turn from their 
evil ways; and do penance: becauſe the kingdom of 
heaven was at hand : that they ſhould bring forth fruits 
worthy of penance; if they would e/cape the wrath to 
come; and this witbout delay: for that now the axe was 
laid at the root of the tree; and that every tree that did 
not bring forth good fruit ſhould be cut down and caſt 
into the fire. at they ſhould not flatter themſelves, 
with expettation of impunity, or ſecurity, becauſe they 
had Abraham for their father: for that God was able lo 
raiſe up from the very ſtones children to Abraham : and 
therefore without a thorough converſion from their ſins, 
they were to expett that the kingdom of God, and the 
= and dignity of being children of Abraham (the 
ather of all the faithful) ſhould be taken away from 
them, and given to the Gentiles. He added, that /e 
baptized them indeed with water unto penance: but that 
another ſhould come after him, who ſhould bap/ize 
them with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire: that his fan was 
in has hand, and that he ſhould thoroughly cleanſe his 


floor, 
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floor, and _ has wheat into the barn; but the chaff 


he would burn with unquenchable fire, Mat. iii. This 
was the way St. John prepared the people for Chriſt; 
and it 1s b our conforming ourſelves in prattice to 
theſe his leffons, at this holy time, we muſt alſo prepare 
the way of the Lord; and be prepared for him. | 
Conſider 2dly, that the great theme of the preach- 
ing of St. John, in order to prepare the way of the 
Lord, was the virtue of penance: inaſmuch as this was 
the only means, by which ſinners could ever effettually 
be reconciled to God, after actual mortal ſin; and? 
therefore, this ſame was at all times perpetually in- 
culcated, by all that were ever ſent with commiſſion 
from God, to reclaim unhappy ſouls that had gone 
aſtray from him. It is then by this virtue of penance, 
we alſo are to prepare the _ of the Lord, at this 
holy time: this is the proper devotion for the time 
of Advent. Now this virtue of penance (which always 
was, always is, and always will be, abſolutely and in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary for the bringing back — to 
God) implies three things: firſt the AY and 
deteſting all our fins; by which we have offended ſo 
good a God; ſecondly, a turning of ourſelves to 
God, with our whole heart, and a dedicating our- 
ſelves henceforward to him, both for time and eter- 
nity ; and thirdly an offering of ourſelves to him, to 
make him what ſatisfaction we can for our paſt offen- 
ces, by a penitential life. Chriſtians, this is our great 
buſineſs at this holy time: if we hope to prepare our- 
ſelves for Chriſt; this is the proper exerciſe for it: 
to paſs over in our mind, in'the bitterneſs of our ſoul, 
all our years that have been ſpent in fin; to bewail and 
lament, every day of this holy ſeaſon, all our paſt 
treaſons againſt the divine majeſty; to turn now to Cod 
with our whole heart; to offer our whole ſouls to him, 
to exerciſe ourſelves in his love; and to enter into new 
articles with him of an eternal allegiance, with a full 
determination of rather dying, than being any more 
dilloyal to him; amd letting not one day paſs without 
on offering 
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offering him ſome penitential ſatisfaction for our paſt 
. . guilt, tobe united to, and ſanctified by, the paſſion and 
death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. O how happy are 
they that employ the time of Advent in this manner! 
O how willingly will our Lord, at the approaching 
Chriſtmas, communicate himſelf to ſuch ſouls as 
_ _ theſe! HI, 3 | ; 
Conſider gdly, that at the approaching ſolemnity of 
Chriſtmas, the church, by thrice celebrating the ſa- 
cred myſteries in the ſame day, commemorates three 
different births of Chriſt: his eternal birth .from his 
Father; his temporal birth from his mother; and his 
ſpiritual birth, by which he is born by grace, in our 
ſouls. Hence the beſt devotion, for the time of 
Chriſtmas, is that which conduces the moſt to bring 
Chriſt into our ſouls by this /p:7:tual birth: and con- 
ſequently the beſt devotion for the time of Advent, is 
to cleanſe and to purify our ſouls, that he may find 
nothing in them, that may diſqualify them, Ge his 
viſits; or hinder him from coming to be ſpiritually 
born in us. For he will never come into an unclean 
ſoul, nor be born in a manſion where Satan reſides, 
See then, my ſoul, what meaſures thou art to take 
at this holy time, to prepare thy inward houſe for the 
ſpiritual birth, of this king of glory. 1. Thou muſt 
cleanſe it and purify it from fin and Satan. 2. Thou 
muſt adorn it with virtue and piety : and g. thou muſt 
daily invite thy Lord thither by fervent prayer : thus 
ſhalt thou prepare the way of the Lord, in the manner, 
that 1s beſt pleaſing to him. 
Conclude to put in practice all theſe leſſons to the 
beſt of thy power at this holy time: an Advent ſpent 
in this manner, in devotion and penance, . cannot tail 


of bringing thee a happy Chriſtmas. 
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DEC E. g. On the miracles of Chrift our Lord. 


oN sID ER firſt, that Chriſt our Lord did not 

only teach us his heavenly truths, by his preach- 
ing, by his parables, and by his maxims, laid down 
in the goſpel: but his whole life, and all his actions, 


were r N to be an inſtruction to us: and that 


his miracles in particular were not only wrought to 
confirm our faith, and our hope in him; and to be ſo 
many evidences of his goodneſs and charity to poor 
mortals: but to give us alſo great leſſons for our 
practice, if we would take care to look well into 
them, and to learn the myſterious meaning of them. 
Eſpecially, we muſt ever remember, that as the 
diſeaſes, and corporal infirmities we are. liable to in 
this life, myſtically repreſent the ſpiritual maladies of 
our vices and paſſions; ſo we are to learn from the 
miracles wrought by our Redeemer, in healing all 
manner of diſeaſes of the body, to apply continually 
to him for the cure of the like diſeaſes in the ſoul; 
which are indeed the far more grievous evils of the two; 
and if not healed, are attended with far more dread- 
ful conſequences. But alas! how ſeldom do the chil- 
dren of this world take to heart the ſeeking the cure 
of theſe ſpiritual diſeaſes? Or phy, in a proper 
manner, to this great phyſician, for his aid; who, 
when he was here upon earth, never caſt off any that. 
applied to him? So much more are worldlings con- 
cerned for the body, than for the ſoul ; for time than 
= eternity. O, my ſoul, let us at leaſt be more 
wiſe, | 

Conſider 2dly, what were the miracles, which our 
Saviour more frequently wrought, from the time of 
his firſt beginning to preach his Goſpel? He went a- 
bout all Calilee, hays St. Matthew, Healing all manner 
of fickne/s, and all manner of diſeaſes among the people: 
and has fame went throughout all Syria, and they brought 
to him all ſic people, &c. and '/uch as were pofſeſſed*by 
V OL, IV. O devils, 
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devils, and lunaticks, and paralyticks, and he healeh 


them, Matt. iv. 23. And there came to him great 
multitudes, having with them the dumb, the blind, the 
lame, the maimed, and many others : and they caſt them 
down at has feet, and he healed them, Matt. xv. go. 
And whither/oever he entered into towns, or into vil. 
lages or cies, they laid the fick in the ſtreets, and be- 
ſought him, that they might touch but the hem of his gar- 
ment, and as many as touched him were made a. 
Mark vi. 56. And all the multitude ſought to touch him, 
for virtue went out from him and baked, all, Luke vi. 19. 
See Chriftians, how ready your Lord was, during his 
mortal life, to cure all kind of bodily diſeaſes, and 
how wholeſome it was to come near him, or to touch 
either him, or his garments, by reaſon of the virtue, 
that went out from him, to heal all. O aſſure your- 
ſelves he is no leſs ready, or willing, now to heal your 
ſouls: for his power, his mercy, his goodneſs, his cha- 
rity and love for you, knows no bounds! It is no ways 
diminiſhed, ſince 2 ſhed his blood for the love of you, 
and carried it with him into the ſanctuary of heaven, 
there to preſent it to his Father in you behalf. Exa- 
mine then, and ſee what your diſeaſes are; and run 
with confidence to him, for your cure. You need not 
o far to ſeek him: for though he is gone to heaven; 
5 will ſtill be u you, even to the end of the world. 
You may find him in the Euchariſt: where a virtue 
continually goes out from him, for the healing of all : 
you may find him at any time, and in any place, in his 
divine perſon; eſpecially in his temple, in the centre 
of your ſouls: for there is no place, in which he ei- 
ther more willingly reſides, or more frequently works 
bis wonders, than in the interiour of ſuch Chriſtians, 
as duly ſeek him, by a ſpirit of recollection, and an 
internal life. 0 
Conſider gdly, that Chriſt our Lord, continually 
went about doing good, and healing all that were ; A 
refſed by the devil, Acts x. 8. As he came to de- 
Ker men from the tyranny and ſlavery of the * 
. » 0 
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ſo his miracles were moſt frequently wrought in cn 
out devils; in deſtroying the works of the devil; an 

in forcing Satan out of his uſurped dominions. See 
Chriſtians, what occaſion your fouls may have for this 
ſort of miracles. Are they not ſpiritually poſſeſſed, or 
obſeſſed, by this wicked ſpirit; by the means of ſome 
or other of the capital Las for where any of theſe 
are predominant, there Satan reigns. Does not this 
wicked one render you ſpiritually deaf and dumb; 
with regard to the voice of God, and the confeſſion 
of your Fins ? Does he not bend you down to the earth 
by worldly affections; like the crooked woman, in the 
Goſpel, Luke xiii. 16. Does he not make you blind, 
by obſtructing your interiour ſight, with regard to the 
light of truth, &c? In all theſe caſes, you muſt run to 
Chriſt our Lord, to be diſpoſſeſſed, or to be delivered 
from this mortal enemy X our ſouls. Chriſt's hand 
is not ſhortened: he will cal out this wicked one, at 
your humble requeſt; but O take care not to be of 
the number of thoſe, who by wholly giving themſelves 
up to their carnal paſſions, are rather ine than Chriſ- 
tians; for of ſuch as theſe, the devil has ſo great a 
hold, that he will not eaſily be caſt out. Our Lord 
himſelf gave a licence to a whole legion of devils to 
enter into ſwine: and-whither did they hurry them, 
- but down a precipice, into the deep, where they all pe- 
riſhed ? Take care this never be your caſe! | 
Conclude to conſider e rar the miracles 
of our Lord, not only as confirmations of the truth, 
of the Chriſtian faith; and evidences of the power, 
mercy, and goodneſs of the author of it; and conſe- 
quently, as ſtrong inducements to believe in him, hope 
in him, and love him above all things: but alſo to 
ſtudy well the practical leſſons, which are to be learnt 
from theſe mira@les: inaſmuch as they point out to us 
the ſovereign means of ridding ourſelves of all our 
evils, by _— recourſe, with a lively faith, and hum 
ble prayer; to the great ſource of all our good. 
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DECEM. 4. On our Lord's cleanſing the lepers. 
FAONSIDER firſt, chat the cleanſing the lepro/y, 


is one of thoſe miracles of our Lord, which is 
more particularly inſtructive; becauſe the /epro/y was 
an emblem or figure of ſin. Hence we find ſo many 
preſcriptions, in the Levitical law, C Lexit. xiii. and xiv.) 
with regard to ſuch as had contracted the leproly ; 
and the judgment that was to be made of them by the 
prieſts, to whoſe inſpection they were committed by 
the law; and the rites and ſacrifices by which they 
were to be cleanſed:. which were all figurative, and 
expreſſive of what was to be done by, or for them, 
who had contracted the ſpiritual leproſy of ſin. The 
firſt mentioned to have been cleanted * our Lord of 
his 1 was he that came (after our Savioui's com- 
ing down from the mountain, Mat. viii. 2, g.) and 
1 ham ſaying: Lord, if thou wilt thou cant 
make me clean. And Feſus put forth his hand, and 
touched him, ſaying, I will: be thou made clean. And 
immediately his ore was cleanſed. See Chriſtians, 
by this example, in . 4 manner you are to apply to 
your Lord, if you defire to be cleanſed of your ſpiri- 
tual leproſy. See with what a ſtrong and lively faith, 
accompanied with a profound humility, this leper pre- 
ſents himſelf before our Saviour: and learn to imitate 
him. Faith and humility are very efficacious with 
your heavenly phyſician. It was appointed, Levrt. 
xiii. 44, Sc. that whoſoever was defiled with the le- 
E. and ſeparated by the judgment of the prieſt, 
ould keep a reſpe&ful diſtance, with regard to the reſt 
of the faithful; and ſhould, both by his outward habit, 
and by the cry of his voice, declare aloud, that he was 
defiled and unelean: to ſignify the humble diſpoſitions 
which are neceſſary in the caſe of the ſpiritual leproſy, 
before we can expect to meet with a cure. | 
Conſider 2dly, how our Lord having cleanſed the 
leper, to teach us to avoid all oftentation and vain 


glory, 
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glory, in doing good, ſaid to him: See thou tell no 
man: but o flew thyſelf to the prieſt, and offer the 
gift, whith Moſes commanded, for a teftimony to them. 
Our Lord ſent thoſe whom he cleanſed from the 
| leproſy to the prieſts, to conform to the preſcription 
of the law of Moſes; and at the ſame time, to give us 
to underſtand, that even, when by the grace of a 
perfect contrition, he cleanſes ſouls from the leproly 
of ſin, he ſtill expects that they ſhould ſhew themlelves 
to his prieſts, by a ſincere confeſſion of their fins; in 
conſequence of his divine law, by which he has given 
to his prieſts the inſpeQion and judgment of the leproſy 
of the ſoul; with the power of binding and loofing, 
forgtving and retaining fins; and the diſpenſation of all 
his m @ fangs and ſacraments. The perſon that was 
cleanſed from the leproſy, and ſent to the prieſt, was 
ordered to offer the gifts which Moſes commanded, and 
conſequently to obſerve the other preſcriptions of the 
law Tevuit. xiii.) He was, in order to his purification, 
to be ſprinkled ſeven times, with the blood of a bird, 
immolated over living waters; he was to wafh all his 
cloaths ; he was to ſhave all his hair; and to. be waſhed 
himſelf all over with water; and then after ſeven days, 
he was to offer a burnt-offering, and a ſin- oſſering; 
and fo to be fully cleanſed and expiated, by the blood 
of the lamb, offered for fin; and by the oil of the ſa- 
.*crifice, that had been ſprinkled ſeven times before. the 
Lord: to fignify to us, by theſe myſterious ceremonies, 
that ſuch as deſire to be thoroughly cleanſed. from the 
rome leproſy of fin; muſt by repeated waſhings, of 
their conſciences, with the waters of compuriftion.;,b' 
frequently ſprinkling their - fouls with the blood of the 
Lamb of God; and by the ap lying to them the unc- 
tion of the ſevenfold grace of the Holy Ghoſt; attain 
to this perfect purification. „„ 
Conſider gdly, what we read, Lule xvii. of ten 
240 Lans W 7 A Ars Lord for their cure: 
ey fiood afar off, and lifted up their voice, ſaying: 
Jaſus, O maſter, have 55 on = And Ee 5 
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them, he ſaid: go ſhew yourſelves to the prieſts. And it 


came to 126. that as they went, _ were cleanſed. » See 
my ſoul, how quickly thy 'Lord is moved to ſhew 
mercy to them, that with a loud cry, call for mercy : 
that is, with the loud cry of fervent prayer; joined 
with a profound humility, and a true ſenſe of their 
own miſery and unworthineſs: expreſſed in the caſe 
of theſe men, by their ſtanding afar off, as not daring 
fo come nearer to our Lord, by reaſon of their un- 
cleanneſs. O let us learn to apply to our Saviour, 
for the cure of our ſpiritual leproſy, with the like fer- 
your and humility ! But then mark alſo what follows: 
And one of them when he ſaw that he was cleanſed, went 
back, and with a loud voice glorified God : and he fell on 
his face before his feet, giving thanks: aud this man was 
a Samaritan. id feſus anſwering ſaid, were there 
wot ten made clean? And where are the nine? Therets no 
ene found ts return, and to groe glory to God but this 


Aranger. O Chriſtians, let us learn by this — 


the ſentiments of love, and gratitude, devotion, and 
mility; with which we ought to praiſe, and glorify 
God, after being cleanſed by his mercy, from the un- 
Kappy leproſy of fin : the great value alſo we ought to 
let upon the grace of our purification and reconcilit. 
ton to his divine majeſty; and the care we ought to 
take never more to incur this worſt of all uncleanneſs, 
and of all evils. Alas! where theſe ſentiments are 
wanting in penitents, it is much to be apprehended, 
that hey are not far off from relapſing again into their 
8 eproſy, and that in a worſe degree than be- 
e. 


Conclude to dread, and to fly from the fpiritual le- 

Proſy of ſin, more than from any other evil: but if at 

any time _ have teaſon to apprehend that you have 

incurred this dreadful uncleanneſs: learn from the fore- 

going confiderations; to whom, and in what manner, 

an are to apply for your cure; and how you are to 
ve, aſtex having found this mercy. 


Dꝛe. 
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DE&cEM. g. On our Lord's filling the form at ſea; and 
| feeding the multutudes. : 


FONSIDER firſt, the leſſons we are to learn from 
the miracle, of Chriſt's ſtilling the ſtorm at ſea, 
by his word, Mate. viii. 2g, &c. 2 entered into a ſhap, 
and his diſciples followed him Aud behold a great ſtorm 
aroſe at ſea, ſo that the ſhip was covered with the waves * 
but he was aſkeep. And his diſciples came to him, and 
awaked him, ſaying: Lord ſave us: we are Fe eg, 
And Jeſus faith to them: why are you fearful, O ye of - 
liltle faith? Then riſing up, he commanded the winds and 
| the ſeas, and there came à great calm. Chriſtians, we 
are all embarked, as it were, in a ſhip, during our 
mortal life, in order to fail towards the haven of a 
bleſſed eternity. And for our comfort, we have on 
board with us, not only the diſciples of Chriſt, that is, 
the paſtors of the church, the ſucceſſors of the apo- 
ſtles, but alſo our Lord himlelf, according to his pro- 
- miſe, Mat. xxviii. 20. Lo I am with you all days, even 
tall the end of the world. In this voyage, we are often 
expoſed to ſtorms, which threaten fometimes the whole 
church; as in caſes of grievous perſecutions, hereſies, 
or othes more general evils; at other times endanger 
articulars, as in cafes of temptations and tribulations; 
om which, more or leſs, no one can expect to be ex- 
empted, in the midſt of the winds and waves of the 
boiſterous ocean of this world. But we have Chriſt 
on board with us; and therefore we have nothing to 
fear, if we will but have proper recourſe to him; with 
z lively faith and confidence in him. And though he 
oftentrmes ſeems to ſleep, and defers his aid, for a trial 
of our faith, and to make us more ſenſible of the ne- 
ceffity we have of him, and more earneſt in praying to 
him; he will not fail, in his good time (if we continue, 
Eke the difciples, calling out to him, Lord ave us, we 
are 1 } to riſe up, and to command the winds and 
ike ſea, and reſtore a calm. : 
| Conſider * 
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Conſider 2dly, the leſſons we are alſo to learn from 
the miracles of our Saviour's feeding, at one time, five 
thouſand men with five. loaves, and at another time, 
four thouſand, with ſeven loaves. Our Lord himſelf 
has taught us, upon occaſion of the fogmer of theſe 
miracles, 7okn vi. 26, 27. that we are not to ſeek, or 
to follow him, for the ſake of the loaves, that is, for 
procuring a corporal livelihood, or any temporal ad- 
vantage; for this would be but catching at the ſhadow, 
and lofing the ſubſtance: that we are not to labour for 
the meat that periſheth : but for that, ſaith he, which en- 
-dureth unto everlaſiing life, which the Son of man will 
give you. So that the great leſſon he would have us to 
learn from his feeding the multitudes; is, that we 
ſhould have recourſe to him, for the food and nouriſh- 
ment of our ſouls, unto everlaſting life: for that he 
himſelf is the living, and life-giving bread; which 
without any conſumption or diminution, he diſtributes 
to all thoſe who come to him; ſeeking from him the 
refreſhment of their ſouls: either by communicating 
himſelf to them really in the boly ſacrament, or ſpiri- 
tually, by a communion of faith, and love. | 

Conſider gdly, in theſe miracles of our Lord's feed- 
ing the multitudes, what other lefſons may be learnt 
from the circumſtances, in which he wrought theſe 
wonders. I have compaſſion, faid he, on the multitude ; 
for behold, they have now been with me three days, and 
have nothing to eat: andif ſend them away jaſting to 
their own houſes, they will faint in the . ſome of 
them come from afar off, Mark vii. 2, g. The people, 
whom he favoured with theſe miracles, had followed 
him into the deſart; they had preferred the attendin 
upon him, and the hearing his divine word, before af 
other occupations, or recreations: they had continued 
with him for three whole days, without taking any 
thought for their bodily nouriſhment: and therefore 
our Lord, after feeding their ſouls with the word of 
life, and healing all that ſtood in need of. cure; was 
pleaſed to provide alſo for their corporal ſuſtenance; 
| . according 
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according to what he promiſed, Mat. vi. 33. Sei ye 
firſt the kingdom of God, and his juſtice, and all theſe 
things (that is, meat, drink, and cloaths) ſhall be added 
unto you. Learn from hence, Chriſtians, what wonders 
your Saviour is diſpoſed to work in favour of thoſe 
that follow him into the wilderneſs, by a ſpiritual re- 
treat, that is, by retiring from the noiſe and hurry of 
the world, to attend upon him; that are not quickly 
wearied with his company ; but continue diligently 
with him (notwithſtanding the difhculties, and oppo- 
ſitions they meet with from the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil) and that gladly hearken to his divine word. 
O ſuch as theſe will not fail of being refreſhed by 
him. a 

Conclude to follow Chriſt into the wilderneſs; by 
making at leaſt a little wilderneſs for him, in thy own 
ſoul; and there frequently attending upon him by re- 
collection and mental prayer: and aſſure thyſelf that 
he will never ſend thee away faſting; but will have 
compaſſion on thee, and frequently feed thee with his 
hidden manna, leſt thou faint in the way; for thou haſt 
as yet a great way to go, before thou canſt reach thy 
eternal home. | 


DECEM. 6. On the leſſons that are to be learnt from other 
miracles of our Lord. 


ONSIDER firſt, that the miracles of our Lord 

were generally wrought, in favour of ſuch as ap- 
plied to him, with a lively faith, and profound humi- 
lity; or by the means of carneſt prayer: to teach us 
the great efficacy of faith, of humility, and of fervent 
prayer; and to encourage us to ſeek the cure of our 
fouls, with the like b. Fac Thus the woman, 
that had laboured for twelve years under the iſſue of 
blood; humbly coming behind our Lord in the crowd, 
and touching the hem of his garment, was inſtantly: 
healed, in reward of her faith: as our Lord himſelf ' 
alluxed her, Luke viii. 48. Thus the centurion, Ar. 
N 19 
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his faith, and humility, obtained of our Lord the im- 
mediafe cure of his 1 . by thoſe words: Lord [ 
am nat worthy thou ſhould}t enter under roof [peak 
r and — 3 ' ſhall be bones Mail. 

Thus the woman of Canaan, by her pious impor- 
tunity, accompanied with the like faith, and humility, 
obtained the cure of her daughter, Mat. xv. 28. And ſo 
in many other caſes. Whilſt at other times, thoſe 
that have only preſented themſelves before our Saviour, 
without preſuming either to touch him, or his garments; 
or even ſo much as to ſpeak to him; by the ſilent elo- 
quence of their humility, have obtained their cure: as 
in the caſe of the man that had the dropſy, Luke xiv. 

O let us learn this Lind of eloquence! 

Conſider 2dly, he particular leſſons we may learn, 
from the miraculous cure of the paralytick / Mat. ix. 
and Luke 2 Lord was teaching in a houſe, ſur- 
rounded with a great crowd of people, ſo that there 
was no coming in through the door: when behold men 
brought in a bed a man that had the palſy, defiring to 
preſent him before him: but not 4 by what 
"_ they migl.t bring him in, becauſe of the multi- 
tude; they went up upon the roof of the houſe, which 
was flat; and uncovering it, let him down, through 
the tiles with his bed, by ropes, into the midſt, before 
Jeſus. See here what pains were taken by theſe men, 
to come at the heavenly phyſician, from whom they 
expected the cure of their friend. Who would have 
thought of mens going up to the roof of another per- 
ſons houſe, and uncovering it; and letting down a ſick 
man in a bed, over the heads of a cro d? Nothing 
but a ſtrong faith on the one hand, and an earneſt de- 
fire of a cure on the other, could ever have ſuggefled 
" ſuch an extraordinary proceeding: which loudly con- 
demns the indolence, or indifference of ſo many Chriſ- 
tians now a-days, who lying ill of a ſpiritual palſy, 
which diſables them in all their limbs, and threatens 
them with the approaches of an everlaſting death: 
ſuffer themſelves to be kept off from Chriſt, by my 
5 ; | trillung 
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trifling obſtacle, or apprehenſion of difficulty. O Chriſ. 


tians, where is your faith? Where is your concern for 
eternity? Why will you not be much more ſolicitous 
about the health and welfare of your 1mmortal ſouls, 
than about theſe worldly toys, or theſe carcaſes of 
yours, that muſt quickly be the food of worms? 
Conſider gdly, how our Lord, upon this occaſion, 
was pleaſed to begin the cure of the ſick man, by firſt 
healing his ſoul from ſin : Son, ſaid he, thy ins are for- 
' given thee: to give us to underſtand, that our corporal 
maladies are oftentimes ſent in puniſhment of our fins: 
and that the firſt thing we have to do, when viſited with 
ſickneſs, is to apply for the remiſſion of our ſins, by re- 
pentance and confeſſion: and then we may expect, 
that the ſcourge may be removed, when the cauſe is 
removed. The Scribes and Phariſees took occaſion 
from thoſe words of our Saviour, to charge him with 
blaſphemy, in their minds: but he who knew their ſe- 
cret thoughts, publickly confuted them, by working fo 
grout and evident a miracle, in proof of his power of 
orgiving ſins, as to reſtore, upon the ſpot, both health 
and ſtrength to the man ſick of the palſy, with thoſe 
only words: Ariſe, take up thy bed, a go into thy 
houſe : upon which the paralytick immediately rifing up 
before them, took up the bed on which he lay, and went 
away to his own houſe, glonifying God. See here, my 
ſoul, that thou haſt a phyſician, in the perſon of th 
Redeemer, who 1s both able, and willing to heal all thy 
infirmities : but ſee alſo that he ra | of all ſuch as 
apply to him for their cure, that they ſhould he no 
longer in their beds, by continuing on in the habits or 
immediate occaſions of their fins; but that they ſhould 
ariſe without delay; and take up their beds, by bear- 
ing with courage, the labours and conflicts of a peni- 
tential life; and ſhould make the beſt of their way, by 
the exerciſes of ſolid virtue, to their true home; glori- 


fying, all the way they go, both by their words, and by 
their lives, their great deliverer. 


Conclude to us no pains to come to Chriſt in 
by him of all thy ſpiritual diſeaſes>* 4: * 


order to be heale 
but 
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but remember to carry along with thee a lively faith 
and a profound humility : theſe will not fail of intro- 


ducing thee to him, and obtaining of him all thou de- 
ſireſt. 


DECEM. 7. On our Lord's givin fight to the blind; 
| and raifing the dead %o life 


ONSIDER firſt, that our Lord, during his mor- 
tal life, often reſtored the ſight of the light of this 
world, to them that were corporally blind; but oftner 
by far, both then, and ever ſince, has by his great mer- 
cy opened the eyes of them, that were ſpiritually blind, 
to ſee the light of God, and his eternal truths. He 
youu ſight to him that was born blind, (John ix.) by 
preading clay upon his eyes; and ordering him to 
waſh in the pool of Siloe (which is interpreted ent 
to inſtruct us, that we, who according to the ſoul, are 
all born blind, by original fin; muſt have our eyes 
opened to the light of truth, by the application of this 
myſtical clay, of felf-knowledge, to our inward eyes; 
and by omg waſhed in him, who was /ent from God, to 
be the true ltght of the world. In the ſupplication we 
make to him, for obtaining the ſight of this divine 
light, we muſt, like the blind men of Jericho, ſhcw 
ourſelves quite in earneſt, by the fervour and importu- 
nity of our prayer; and not be diſcouraged by the oppo- 
ſition we meet with from the crowd of diſtractions, 
Sc. that rebukes us, as it were, and ſeeks to ſtop our 
mouths; but cry out ſo much the more for mercy, 
even as they did, Matt. xx. g1: and our Lord will not 
fail to ſhew us the mercy we call for, and to enlighten 
the eyes of our ſouls. | 
Conſider 2dly, that in the goſpel we read of three, 
whom our Saviour raiſed from death to life: one was 
the daughter of Jairus, the ruler of the ſynagogue, a 
girl of twelve years old ; another was a young man, 
the ſon of a widow of the city of Naim; the third 
was Lazarus of Bethania, the brother of Martha and 
Mary. 
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Mary. The firſt was but juſt then dead; and was 
raiſed to life by our Lord with two words: Talthe 
cumi; that is, gurl 1 . The ſecond was carried out 

in order to be buried; and for the raiſing of him to 
life, ſomething more was done: for our Lord came 
near, and touched the bier, and ſtopped them that car- 


ried it: and then ſaid to the deceaſed, young man, I ay 


to thee ariſe: and he that was dead ſat up and began to 
ſpeak, &c. But Lazarus had been dead, and buried 
. days; and before our Lord reſtored him to life, 
we read, John xi. that he groaned in the ſpirit, and trou- 
bled him/elf, verſe 33, that he went to the ſepulchre, 
and wept; verſe 34, 35: that he groaned again in him- 
elf, and ordered the ſtone to be taken away, verſe 38, 
39 : that he lifted up his _ to heaven, and prayed to 
his Father; and then cried, with a loud voice, Lazarus 
come forth, verſe 41, 42, 43- The firſt of theſe repre- 
' ſents {ſuch ſouls as have but juſt now fallen into fin ; 
who by a timely and fervent application to our Lord, 
who alone can raiſe the dead to life, may more eaſil 


be recovered, out of the jaws of death and hell, and 


brought back to the life of grace. The ſecond repre- 
ſents ſuch ſouls as are not only fallen into the death of 
ſin; but are already laid upon the bier, and carried to- 


wards the ſepulchre of a ſinful habit, by repeated acts 


of ſin. For the raiſing of theſe to life, ſtronger graces 
are required; ſignified by our Lord's touching the bier, 
and cauſing the bearers of it, that 1s the criminal paſ- 
ſions, which are hurrying the poor ſinner to his grave, 
to ſtop and ſtand ſtill. But Lazarus repreſents the more 
diſmal condition of ſuch as are already buried, in inve- 
terate habits of mortal fin: whoſe caſe requires ſtill 
more extraordinary graces, ſignified by the tears, groans, 
prayers, and the loud cry of the Son of God. O! 
Chriſtians let us dread the death of fin above all other 
evils; but much more the being buried in the grave of 
ſinful habits; from which we ſhall not be raiſed again, 
without a greater miracle, than even that by which La- 


zarus was called out of his monument. And who ſhall 
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dare to be ſo preſumptuous, as to go on in his ſins flaf. 
tering himſelf with the expectation of ſuch a miracle 
being wrought in his favour? 

Canſider gdly, that in theſe miracles wrought by 
our Lord, in raiſing the dead to life, we find he was 
N to let himſelf be moved by the tears of the 
wing, as in the caſe of the widow's ſon, and of La- 
zarus: to encourage us, to preſent to him our prayers 
and tears, for poor ſinners, dead and buried in fin; 
with an humble confidence, that in his great mercy, he 
will have pity on them, (who alas! bave no pity on 
themſelves) and reſtore them to life. O what a ha 
pineſs will it be for a Chriſtian to be inſtrumental, in 
this manner, in bringing back any one from death to 
life! how agreeable will ſuch prayers aud tears, be to 
our good Lord, which deliver a ſoul from fin and hell: 
and how beneficial to ourſelves, in covering a multi- 
tude of our ſins! But mark well the care our Loxd 
took, for the future well-being of thoſe whom he rai- 
ſed to life. He ordered that hey r give to eat, to 
the daughter of Jairus, as ſoon as her ſoul was returned 
into her body, Luke vui. 35: to ſignify, that the ſove- 
reign means to keep her ſoul in life, and to recover 
her ſtrength and health, is a frequent and worthy par- 
ticipation of the blefſed ſacrament. He had no ſooner 
given life tothe widow's ſon, in conſideration of her 
tears, but he delivered him to his mother, Luke vii. 15 : 
to ſignify the ſpecial care he expects from the church, 
the common mother of all the faithful, of all thoſe her 
children, whom by his grace he brings back from the 
death of ſin, at the interceſſion. of her prayers and 
tears, And with regard to Lazarus, whom he called 
out of his monument, bound feet and hands with wind: 
ing bands, &c. he immediately ordered, that-they ſhould 
lone him, and let him go, John xi. 44: to ſignify the 
neceſſity of diſcharging the bands of the affections and 
occaſions of ſin; in order. to maintain in a new life, 
{uch as were buried a little while before in bad habits; 
and to the end they may be qualified henceforward to 
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go; that is, to begin, and to continue the great jour- 
nev, they are to make; to the mountain of eternity. 

E from the conſideration of theſe miracles 
of our Saviour, to have recourſe to him, on all occa- 
fions, with an humble confidence in his mercy and 
goodneſs, for obtaming light, life, and all other 
good, both for thyſelf and thy neighbours. Thou 
canſt not do him a greater pleaſure; nor thyſelf 4 
greater ſervice. | 


Dxctms. 8, On the Conception of the Blefſed Virgin. 


ONSIDER firſt, how man, who was originally 
created in juſtice and ſanttity; to be happy here 
in grace and innocence, and eternally happy here- 
after in the enjoyment of his Creator; having wretch- 
| 2 fallen from God by ſin, and forfeited his original 
juſtice, with all the advantages annexed to it; in- 
curred at the ſame time, all kind of miſeries, both for 
time and eternity; out of which it was not in his power 
to extricate himſelf, by any thing that he could do of 
himſelf; the infinite goodneſs of God, out of pure 
pity and compaſſion, was pleaſed to decree that his own 
_ eternal Son ſhould come down from heaven, to be our 
Saviour; Wee us — all our ſins, with his moſt 
precious to bring along with him mercy, grace 
and falvation to us, and þ bis death to 3 Lye: 
gates of everlaſting life. O Chriſtians, it is this infinite 
goodneſs of our God that we muſt never forget. It 
calls aloud for all the return, we are able to make, of 
love and gratitude, of adoration, praiſe and glory; 
and of a total dedication of our whole being to the 
fervice of our ”=- deliverer, for all our time, and for 
all eternity. may all heaven and earth, with all 
the Angels, and Saints, bleſs and glonfy his name for 
endleſs ages, for all theſe wonders of his mercy; boun- 
ty and love for us. REES, 
_ Confider adly, that God having thus decreed to 
give us his only — our Saviour, was pleaſed to re- 
ng] FS 2 V 
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veal this great myſtery, from the very beginning to 
our firſt parents; and afterwards from time to time 
to the patriarchs and prophets, and others his ſervants : 


to the end that this might be in all ages the capital 


object of the faith of all true believers; and that as 
none could ever attain to eternal ſalvation, but through 


the merits of the Son of God made man for us, ſo all 


might approach to God, for mercy and prace, through 
faith in him. In the mean time the divine wiſdom, 
which had created the world in ſix days, was pleaſed 


to employ full four thouſand yerrs in preparing the 


world for this great Redeemer. All the moit remarka- 
ble paſſages of ſacred hiſtory, recorded in holy writ, 


have all ſome relation to him, or his church: all the 


moſt eminent ſervants of God, and deliverers of his 
people, were ſo many figures and forerunners of him: 
the whole law, with all its ſacrifices and ceremonies, 
alluded to him, and to the great ſacrifice he was to 
offer: the writings of the prophets, and of the pſalms, 


are full of him. Now when the time of his coming 


drew near, God who had done great things, long be- 
fore, for the-whole people of the Hebrews 1n general, 
and for that family in particular, of which he would 
have his Son to be born into the world ; was pleaſed 
to do ſtill greater things, in favour of her, whom he 
had choſen, in his eternal decrees, to bring forth this 
Lord of glory and Saviour of the world. Theſe great 


things wrought for her, even in her very conception, we 


celebrate in the feſtival of this day: to glorify him 


that wrought them; and to honour her, for whom 
they were wrought. Our Lord in taking her for his 
mother, and us for his brethren; has authorized us to 


conſider her as our mother alſo, to have recourſe to 


her as ſuch; and to rejoice in all her advantages, We 
cannot love the Son of God, and be indifferent in 
what relates to the honour of his mother. 

Conſider gdly, that the Son of God, making choice 


of this bleſſed Virgin to be his mother, was pleaſed to 


Prepare her for this near alliance with him, by that 
£4 CX 
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extraordinary grace, of keeping her ever pure from 
lin; ket on or actual, mortal or venial: for 
ſo it was becoming, that ſhe who was to bear in her 
womb, and to bring forth to the world purity itſelf, 
ſhould never be defiled with any ſpot or ſtain of fm. 
Learn from hence, Chriſtian fouls, the care you ought 
to take, to keep yourſelves pure, ik you ** to be 
agreeable to the eyes of this ſame Lord. Learn is 
purify yourſelves, from all fin, as often as you. approach, 
to him, to receive him in the ſacred myſteries. And 
as the particular devotion of this holy time of Advent 
ſhould be, to prepare yourſelves in ſuch manner for 
worthily celebrating the birth of Chriſt, that you. 
may alſo be partakers in this great myſtery, by his 
coming to you, and being ſpiritually horn in you: ſee 
you make it your buſineſs now to diſpoſe yourlelves 
for ſo great a happineſs, by purifying yourſelves from 
all defilement of the fleſh, and of the 2 and thus 
preparing a proper place within you, for the Lord of 
glory to be born in. | 1 
Conclude to honour the immaculate conception of 
the Bleſſed Virgin, by a perpetual love of purity, in all 
its branches; and an imitation of her puruy, as far as 
thy frailty and corruption will admit of: thus mayeſt 
thou hope that the fountain of all purity will come alſo 
to thee, and be ſpiritually born in thee. | 


DEcku. 9. On the purity with which we are to repare 
| 4 as 2 for Chriſt. 12 

{* ONSIDER firſt, that he who prepared the 
4 Bleſſed Virgin, to be the mother of his Son, by 
this early care to keep her pure in her very conception, 
- would thereby give us to underſtand, what diſpolitiong 
he expects in us, in order to our being alſo qualified, 
for the ſpiritual conception and birth of the ſame Lord 
in our fouls. For as we could never have been bappf 
if the Son of God had not been born into this world 
for us: ſo we never can be happy, if he be not alſo” 
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ſpiritually concerved and born in us. No, my ſoul, we 
muſt put off the old man, and put on the new, which 
is Jeſus Chriſt, before we can come to God; and 
this putting on the new man muſt be effected by his 
being ſpintually conceived and born in our ſouls. 
Now he can never come to any ſoul, to be ſpiritually. 
conceived or bern there, if that ſoul be not clean: 
for though he humbled himſelf ſo far as to be born in a 
ſtable; yet he will not be born in an unclean ſoul; 
ecauſe ſuch a ſoul is the habitation of unclean ſpirits, 


and therefore cannot be a proper place for his ſpiritual 


Birth. It is then by eme of conſcience and pu- 
ity, we mult prepare the of the Lord, if we hope 
— a — 28. — #4 he offers us, by his — 6 
carnation and birth: without this, his coming will be 
to our condemnation. CER ok | 
Conſider 2dly, that this cleanneſs and purity, which 
is indiſpenſably neceſſary for the ſpiritual conception 
"th of Chriſt in our ſouls, maſt be, at leaſt, ſrom 

alt wilful and deadly ſin. For wherever wilful and 
deadly fin refides; there is the ſeat of Satan; there he 
neſides and reigns: and conſequently there can be no 
room for the birth of Chriſt, in ſuch: a fouk. So that 
the firſt and moſt eſſential branch of Chriſtian purity, 
without which God has no part in us (Job XXX. 2.) 
and we have no part in him, is a purity of conſcience, 
at leaſt from mortal ſin; joined with a fixed determi- 
nation of the ſoul, for no conſideration whatſoever, 
for no honour, intereſt, or pleaſure; for no fear, or 
love, or human reſpett ; for no promiſes, or allure- 
ments, on the one hand, or terrours, and threats on 
the other; in fine for nothmg that the world car: ei- 


ther give or take away, ever to conſent, ſo much as in 


thought, to any ſuch fin. Chriſtians, what are your 

diſpoſitions in this regard? Are your conſcienees either 

pure from all deadly ſin by innocence, or cleanſed by 

penitence? Are your ſouls in a proper condition to 

welcome Chriſt? Are you in a ſettled reſolution to 

give up the domimon of your ſouls, to this great King. 
| W 
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who deſires to be born there, and to live there? Are 
you willing to ſacrifice to his will and pleaſure all 
other loves that offer to 1 * his reign, ſo as to be 
ready to part even with life itſelf, rather than with 
your allegiance to him? This is the purity of conſci- 
ence he abſolutely inſiſts upon, and nothing leſs will 
fatisfy him. If you are not in this diſpoſition, you are 
none of his: 3 he will not be born in you. 
Conſider gdly, that to welcome Chrift, in a ſuitable 
manner, you muſt not content yourſelves with having 
your conſciences only cleanſed from alt mortal fin; 
or your ſouls only ſettled in a reſolution, of never more 
being guilty, upon any confideration, of ſuch fins, as 
may 2 ſeparate you from your God, and caſt 
you into hell. This is but a low degree of Chriſtian 
Purity : and thoſe that aim no higher are in great dan- 
er of not even arriving ſo far. To make light of 
knaller ſins; to be indifferent about Chriſtian perfec- 
tion; to pretend to no more than the avoiding hell; 
to indulge one's ſelf in a negligent lukewarm way of 
kving, and in a variety of evil habits, and known 
ſins, which one is willing to ſuppoſe are only venial, 
with little or no concern about the offence we com- 
mit againſt God; or any ſerious thought of amend- 
ment; ſo far from being a proper diſpoſition, to pre- 
pare the ſoul for the ſpiritual: birth of Chriſt, is in- 
deed the broad road to mortal ſin; and too often ends 
in hell. A generous Chriſtian, and one that is a true 
lover of his God, does not ſtand to enquire, whether 
the doing this, or that, will ſend his ſoul to hell, or 
no? It is enough to determine him, to avoid it with 
all his power, to know, that it offends his God; whom 
ke loves. with his whole heart: and therefore he dreads 
more the doing any thing, that is diſpleaſing in his 
eyes, than either death, or hell: itſelf. My foul, are 
theſe thy diſpoſitions? | | 
Conclude to make it thy buſineſs, now at leaſt, to la- 
bour for this perfect purity of conſcience, not only 
from all deadly ſim; but alle from all known * 
vema 
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venial fins; and much more from indulging thyſelf in 
the habit of any ſuch ſin. For how canſt thou expect 
that infinite purity ſhould be willing to take up his a- 
bode, in thy ſoul, if thou art not careful to keep it 
clean, at leaſt from all wilful and affected tains ? 


DEM. 10. On ens interiour powers of the 


C{ YONSIDER firſt, that as this ſpiritual concep- 
non and birth of Chriſt is to be perfetted in our 
interiour; fo in order to diſpoſe ourſelves effettual 
for ſo great a happineſs; and that it may continue with 
us unto life everlaſting; by our abiding always in 
Chrift, and Chriſt's abiding always in us; we muſt 
be ever jealous of the purity of the interiour powers 
af the ſoul. All the glory of the king's daughter (the 
Chriftian ſoul) is within, Pf. xliv: there, is to be the re- 
fdence of the Lord of glory: the beauty of the inte- 
Nour is to attract him thither: and this beauty depends 
upon keeping theſe inward powers of the foul in a 
Proper flate of purity. See then, Chriſtians, if you 
deſire to have Chriſt with you, that you take proper 
gare. (1) To purify your under/tancing, from all its 
errors, fatſe opinions, and affected rgnorances ; by ob- 
lging it to open its eyes to the light of divine truths, 
in the exercife of meditation and mental prayer. 
) To punfy your memory, from all its impertinent 
amuſements, diſtractions and evagations;. by accu. 


toming it to the remembrance of God, and a recollec- 


tion of thought. (g) To purify your wall, from all 
its diforderly affections; by fixing your heart upon ſo- 
lid and eternal goods, but eſpecially upon your ſovereign 
good, which is God himſelf. Thus ſhall your whole 

fouls be agreeable to him. | 
Conſider 2dly, that one of the. greateſt enemies to 
this irterionr purity (which: is ſo neceſſary to bring 
Chriſt into our ſouls, and to. fix him there) is that un- 
happy diſſipation of mind, in which many a 
paſs 
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paſs their days; always thinking, but very ſeldom 
thinking on any thing to the purpoſe. Alas! 1t 1s too 
true, that the minds of the generality of men are a 
conſtant thoroughfare, of vain amuſements, of empty, 
idle, impertinent thoughts, ſucceeding one another, 
all the day long, and leaving little or no room for God, 
or the things of God and the ſoul, to come in, or 
to make any laſting impreſſion. Thus the inward 
caſtle is left quite unguarded; and the enemy has free 
acceſs, to come and rifle, and even murder the ſoul at 
pleaſure, by ſuggeſting a variety of criminal thoughts,” 
which are admitted without reſiſtance, through the 
ſupine careleſſneſs, and licentiouſneſs of the mind: 
whilſt on the other hand, the divine grace 1s ſhut out 
from ſuch ſouls; by their whole attention being en- 
gaged by theſe toys and trifles: ſo that when God 
would come, and would viſit them, they are not at 
home for him; but are gone gadding abroad after 
other impertinencies. See, my ſoul, if this be not thy 
cale. And if it be, ſeek a remedy without delay, or 
there will be no room for Chriſt in thee. Now the only 
remedy 1s a recollection of ſpirit, and an attention to 
God, in all thy ordinary actions and employments. 
Conſider gdly, that if it be ſo neceſlary, in order 
to conceive, and to bring forth Chriſt in thy interiour: 
to maintain the pur:/y of thy mind, by recollection of 
thought; it muſt be no leſs neceſſary, to maintain allo 
the purity of thy heart, by baniſhing from thence all 
diſorderly affections: for theſe are no leſs apt to diſ- 
qualify the ſoul for this ſpiritual conception and birth 
of Chriſt in her; they are no leſs unclean and diſa- 
| as in his eyes: and no leſs oppoſite to his reign. 
either can the purity of the mind and of the thought 
be maintained, without the purity of the affection and 
of the heart: for the mind and the thought, are gene- 
rally bent upon ſuch objects as the heart affects: we 
think moſt upon what we love mcſt: and therefore 
if the aſſections of our heart are impure, our thoughts 
will allo be zmpure: for where our treaſure is, _ 
| bot 
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both our hearts and our thoughts will be. Now that 
love alone is pure, which makes God its trea/ure : 
and all ſuch affections are impure, as take off the heart 
from God, and make it ſeek its treaſure in ſomething 
that is not God: or which at leaſt divide the heart 
between God and the creature. And theſe are the 
diſorderly affettions, which muſt be baniſhed, in order 
to diſpoſe the ſoul for Chriſt. | 
Conclude to examine well, and to ſet thy interiour 
in order, particularly with regard to theſe two bran- 
ches of 3 vie. the purity of the mind, and the 
Purity of the heart. For Chriſt will not come to be 
ſpiritually born in any ſoul, or to make his abode in 
any ſoul, where he is not allowed to be ſole maſter, 
both of the mind, and of the heart. Therefore the 
mind muſt be ſet free from the ſervitude of uſeleſs 
thoughts and impertinent amuſements; and the heart 
fiom the ſervitude of miſplaced aſſections, and every 
fond, ſenſual, worldly, or diſtrafting love; to make 
lace for the birth of Chriſt, and his reign in the ſoul. 
he ſoul that defires to have Chriſt with her, muſt 
endeavour to be hke the ſpouſe in the canticles, a 
garden encloſed, a 22 ſealed up. Diſſipation of 
thought, and all diſorderly aſſections, bring ſuch com- 
pany into the . ſoul, as the Son of God will not en- 


DExCEM. 11. On the purity of our actions. 


| (CONSIDER firſt, that this Chriſtian purity, which 

is to prepare the way for Chriſt in us, and to diſ- 

ſe us to give him a proper entertainment, muſt not 

e confined to the interiour powers of the ſou]; but 
ought to extend itſelf alſo to the whole body of our 
actions. As the tree ought to be pure, ſo ought the 
fruits alſo: for the tree is known by its fruits. Now 
our fruits are our actions; fo that theſe muſt be pute; 
or elſe we ſhall not be pure; nor duly qualified for 
that happy union with Chrift, which we are to aſpire 
2 5 to, 


* 
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to, at this approaching ſolemnity : for that which is 


' impure cannot be in a proper condition to be united 


with the ſovereign purity. Now for our actions to be 
pure, it is not enough that what we do be good in it- 
ſelf; it muſt alſo be good in all its circumſtances: for 
any one vicious cireumſtance is enough to corrupt the 
whole. But that on which the purity of our actions 
principally depends, is the purity of our intenliou, AC- 


. cording to that of the Goſpel, Matt. vi. 22, 23. J, 


thy eye be fingle, thy whole Fody ſhatl be light ſome : but 1 
hy 3 be 50 e body ſhall be — For 4 
eye of the ſoul is the intention: which is then fingle, 
when the view of the foul is carried towards God, in 
all that ſhe does; but when the intention is turned off 
from God, and looks at ſomething elle, the eye is evil, 
and the work is dark/ome. C | 
Conſider 2dly, that all Chriſtian virtue depends upon 
this purity: of intention: the meaneſt of our actions 
are ennobled by it: and the higheſt, and the moſt 
eſteemed by men, are good for nothing in the ſight of 
God, without it. Now the perfection of this purity 
of intention is to abt in all things from the motive of 
the love of God; for the greater glory of God; and 


in conformity to the will of God. This carries the 


ſoul up to God, and brings down God to the ſoub: 
this produces a happy union of the ſoul with her God. 
Chriſtians, ſee here the ſhorteſb way to all good, and 
the ſovereign means of arriving at the height of per- 
fection. The practice of this requires, (1.) That you 


ſhould begin all your days, and all your works, wich 


God; by offering them all up to him, and to his ſer- 
vice. (2.) That you ſhould conſult his divine will in 
all things, and make it the rule of all you do. (.) 


That you ſnhould watch over yourſelves, both in the 


beginning, and in the progreſs of every work you take 
in hand, that you 1 — all — ſug- 
yu by your ſelf-love, human reſpects, intereſt; plea- 
ure, or paſſion, (4.) That you ſhould often renew 
the direfting of your intention to God: and/ſhould 

endeavour 
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endeavour to ſeaſon all your ordinary aftions, and em- 
ployments, with frequent aſpirations, or breathings of 
* the ſoul, towards him. 
Conſider gdly, that the two capital enemies of pu- 
rity of intention, and which ſpiritual perſons in par- 
ticular have moſt occaſion to guard againſt, are vain- 
glory and pride. The difference between the two is, 
that vain- glory conſiſts in loving, and deſiring, to be 
eſteemed by others; whereas 3 conſiſts in a vain 
eſteem of one's ſelf : vain- glory makes perſons ever 
turn their eye upon what others will ſay, or think, of 
their words, or actions; it makes them perfect idolaters 
of the point of honour, of the eſteem, reputation, and 
approbation of the world: but pride makes them full 
of themſelves; meaſuring, as it were, themſelves on 
every occaſion, and their performances, with thoſe of 
others, and ſtill giving themſelves the preference be- 
fore others; ever turning their eye upon their own 
excellence; building on their own lights, reſolutions, 
ſtrength, or capacity; and taking a ſecret complacency 
in themſelves, in all the good they do. Both the one 
and the other are infinitely pernicious to the ſoul, by 
turning off her eye from Cod; and conſequently rob- 
bing her of all the fruit of her good works, and mak- 
ing them all rotten at heart, and good for nothing in 
the ſight of God: they even pervert the beſt of her 
performances, to her eternal condemnation, by ſhutting 
out God from them, and giving the preference to theſe 
| devils of pride, and vain-glory, before him. As long 
as theſe have poſſeſſion of the ſoul, there will be nothing 
but corruption there, and no room for the ſpiritual 
birth of Chriſt. 
Concude to aim, at all times, at a purity in all thy 
actions; by 3 thy intention from all pride, 
and gy; and from every other thing, that may 
turn off thy eye from God. Let Gad be the begin- 
ning, and end of all thou doſt: and take care to give 
to every action its full perfection; by doing all for 
God's greater 'glory, and out of the pure ä 
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his divine love: and the very meaneſt of thy daily 
ations will ſuffice- to make thee a Saint, Whereas 
neither long prayers, nor large alms, nor converting 
millions * Ga nor working miracles; nor giving 
thy body to the flames, will avail thee any thing; if thy 
intention be vitiated with pride or vain-glory.. 


DECEM. 12. On the Angelical Salutation. 


ONSIDER firſt, that after the Bleſſed Virgin 

had been prepared, by the pry of her concep- 
tion, and by the purity of her life; by the purity of 
her ſoul, and of her body; of her heart, ms of her 
mind; and of all her actions, and intentions; to con- 
ceive in her ſacred womb the Son of God, whom ſhe 
had long before conceived in her ſoul: the time ap- 
pointed by our Lord being now come, the Archangel 
Gabriel was ſent to her from heaven, upon the moſt 
ſolemn embaſſage that ever was: vz. to treat with 
this moſt humble maid, concerning the great work of 
the ' Incarnation of the eternal Word; by his taking 
fleſh of her: in order to the redemption of mankind, 
from Satan, fin and hell; and reconciliation” with 
God; and in order to the eſtabliſhment of a new law, 
a new and everlaſting covenant; a kingdom of hea- 


ven upon earth, by grace, in favour of all that ſhould 


embrace this grace; and an eternal kingdom for them, 
hereafter in glory. But give ear now, my ſoul, to the 
Angel's addreſs, and mark every word of it. The Au- 
gel being come in, ſaid to her: Hail full of grace, the 
Lord is with thee, bleſſed art thou amongſt women, Luke 
i. 28. He greeted her with the word Are or Haile a 
word of ſalutation, and congratulatien with her, for all 
that God had done, and was about'to do in her favour, 
and for his chooſing her to be the happy inſtrument, 
that ſhould give birth to the ſource of all our good.. O 
let keaven and earth join in this Ave, of ſalutation and 
con gratulation; as all heaven and earth are highly in- 
tereſted in the iſſue of tbis moſt ſacred negotiation, 
Which 
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which is to bring us innumerable benefits, both for time 
and eternity, by the Incarnation of the Son of God. 
And ſee, my ſoul, thou never forget to teſtify thy grate- 
ful ſenſe of the ſhare deſigned for thee in theſe graces 
and benedictions, by daily joining, with ſuitable devo- 
tion, in this holy ſalutation and congratulation, as often 
as thou md the Ave Maria. 

Conſider 2dly, how the Angel, in his ſalutation, 
Niles the Bleſſed Virgin full of grace; to ſignify the 
ſupereminent degree of divine. grace, to which God 
elevated her ſoul, to prepare her to be the mother of 
his Son, For ſhe was full of all that habitual grace, 
which juſtifies and ſanctifies the ſoul: Full of faith, 
and hope: /ul{ of divine charity, in both its branches; 
ever loving God, with her whole heart, with her 
whole foul, with all her mind, and with all her 
ſtrength, and loving her neighbour as herſelf: ſhe 
was full of humility, meeknels, patience, obedjence, 
and all other moral virtues: ſhe was ful! of wiſdom, 
godlineſs, the fear of the Lord, and all other gifts, 
and fruits of the Holy Spirit: her memory was Tull of 
holy thoughts; her underſtanding with the lights of 
God, and divine truths; and her will with moſt fer- 
vent acts and affections of love, zeal, deſire of the 
glory of God, of the coming of the Meſhas, and of 
the redemption of the world. She was full of grace 
in all her thoughts, words and works: her works were 
all Vull, by the purity of intention, the fervour and 
love, with which ſhe performed them all; Many 
Saints, have been Full of grace; but none like this 
queen, and mother of all the Saints: whoſe grace 
was proportioned to the great deſigns, that God had 
upon her, and to the ſupereminent dignity, to which 
ſhe was choſen, of being Mother of God. O con- 
gratulate, my ſoul, with the Blefled V irgin, for this her 
Huine/5.of grace; which went on continually encreaſing 
for the whole time of her life; by the good uſe ſhe 
continually made of all God's gifts: and beg through 
her interceſſion thou mayeſt, like her, faithfully cor- 
reſpond 
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reſpond, and diligently co-operate with every divine 
race. | 

Conſider gdly, how the 5 adds in his ſaluta- 
tion, the Lord is with thee: to ſignify the ſource, from 
which all her fulneſs of grace flowed; and the ex- 
traordinary manner of God's communicating himſell, 
and all his graces, to this moſt highly favoured of all 
his creatures. For our Lord was not only with the 
Bleſſed Virgin, by his eſſence, his preſence and his 
power, as he is with all men; nor only by his ſancti- 
{tying grace, as he is with all the juit; but in a moſt 
extraordiuary manner, by a far more eminent grace, 
a cloſer union, and an higher ſanctiſication. And 
therefore the Angel adds, e art thou among/? 
20mMen; tO nib the ſuperem inence of thoſe graces 
and benediclions, with which ſhe was bly/ed from 
heaven, and ſhould ftill be Led, more and more; 
as well as the innumerable b/:ffings, that ſnould be 
communicated to all mankind, through the fruit of 
her womb; and the bleffrngs and praiſe that ſhould 
on that account be given to ker by all generatrons. For 
as one woman by diſobedience, in hearkening to the 
ſuggeſtions of tlie infernal ſerpent, was the any | 
of all the maledictions, that fell upon all mankind; ſo 
one woman by her humble obedience to the propoſals 
brought to her by an Angel from heaven, was the be- 
ginning of all the benedictions that were to come upon 
all mankind, from the bleſſed friiit of her womb; by 
whom alfo ſhe cruſhed the ſerpents head: who firft 
brought fin and death amongſt us. O! ſee my foul, 
with what ſentiments of devotion, thou oughteſt to 
Join with the Angel, and with the bleſſed St. Eli- 
zabeth, and with the whole church of God, in this 
ſolemn addreſs of the Virgin Lady: Bleffe# art thou 
r women : and bleſſed ts the fruit of thy womb. 

uke i. 24. 
Conclude ever to keep up in thy foul a grateful 1e- 
membrance of all the great things, that God has done, 
for the Bleſſed Virgin, and for us all, in the Tftartia- 

Q 2 tion 


united with, and ſubſiſting by the perſon of t 
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tion of his Son, by a frequent and devout repetition of 
the Angelical ſalutation: always concluding it with 
that pious addreſs of the church. Holy Mary, mother 
of God, pray for us ſinners, now and at the hour of our 
death. Amen. O how juſt it is, that we ſhould parti- 


cularly crave the aſſiſtance of her prayers, for that cri- 


tical time; when we can do the leaſt for ourſelves, an 
when all 1s at itake for eternity. g 


DECEM. 13. On the wonders of God, in the Incarnation 
of his Son. 


ONSIDER firſt how after the Bleſſed Virgin's 

conſent, and offering herſelf, with a profound 
humility, with an entire obedience, and a perſctt 
conformity, to the ſacred will of God; by thoſe 
words: Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to 
me according to thy word, Luke i. a8: the greateſt of 
all the wonders of God, and of all his works was im- 
mediately effected; Even a Man-God, the miracle of 
miracles. For a human body, perfect in all its, parts, 
was formed im an inſtant by the Holy Ghoſt, out of the 
2 blood of the Bleſſed * and a moſt excel- 


ent rational ſoul was at the ſame time created; and 


this body and ſoul were joined with, and aſſumed by 


the eternal Word, the ſecond perſon of the moſt 
adorable Trinity. Thus God was made man, and man 
was made God: and the Bleſſed Virgin was made 


mother of God. Thus in her womb was celebrated 


that ſacred wedding of our human nature with the di- 
vine perſon of the Son of God: to the feaſt of which 
we are all invited, Matt. xxii: Thus was our huma- 
nity exalted to the. very higheſt elevation, by being 
e eter- 
nal Word, and we all in conſequence of this eleva- 
tion of our human nature have alſo been wondertull 
dignified, and exalted, by being raiſed up to a kindred 
with the moſt high God; who, by taking to himſelf 
our nature, has made us all his brothers, and ſiſters: 
an 
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and by aſſuming our humänity, has made us, in ſom 
meaſure partakers of his divinity. O my ſoul ſtand 
thou aſtoniſhed at theſe wonders; which will be a 
ſubje& of the greateſt aſtoniſhment, both to men and 
Angels, for all eternity! O admire and adore, praiſe 
ah love, with all thy power, and with all thy affec- 
tions, that infinite goodneſs, that has wrought all theſe 
wonders, ont of love to thee! | 
* Conſider 2dly, the wonders of God, in all thoſe 
graces, and excellencies, which he conferred on the 
foul of Chriſt, and on his facred humanity, in the 
firſt inſtant of his conception; in conſequence of its 
being united with the divine perſon. Graces and ex- 
cellencies, which are all immenfe and incomprehen- 
ſible; and which exceed, without any compariſon, all 
the reſt of the wondrous works of God, and all what- 
ſoever he has done at any time in favour of any of his 
Saints, or of all of them put togetner, For God did 
not give to this his Son, his Spirit by meaſure (John iii. 
34) as to the reſt of his Saints; but gave all things into 
tas hands: and of his fulneſs we all receive John i. 
16, even all grace and truth; According to the meaſure 
of his giving it to us. Eph. iv. 7. Now theſe graces 
and excellencies we may reduce under the following 
heads. 1. An immenſe purity, from all manner of fin, 
or imperfection whatſoever :- not as by priviledge ; but 
in his own right, as being the Lamb of God, who came 
to take away the fins of the world. 2. The grace of 
andlity, incomparably exceeding that of all the Angels 
and Saints put together, from whence he is called the 
Holy of holies, Daniel ix, that is the Saint of Saints: 
the Spirit of God reſting on him, with all his gifts, 
with an incomprehenſible plenitude, I/. xi. 2. g. 
The grace of the beatific viſion of the divine eſſence, 
and that in the moſt conſummate degree; with pro- 
portionable love of the Deity, and joy in God. 4. 
All the treaſures of the wiſdom and knowledge of God. 
5. The power 4 working all kind of „ n 0 and of 
railing the dead to life, by his own will; with a general 
3 command 
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command over all the elements, and over all nature. 
6. The power of excellency in forgiving /ins, convert- 
ing ſinners, changing their hearts, ordaining ſacraments 
and ſacrifices, and diſtributing amongſt men graces, and 
ſupernatural gifts. 7. The grace of being the per- 
petual head of the church, both of. heaven and earth : 
and the ſource of all bleſſings, gifts, and graces, that 
either have been, are at preſent, or ſhall at any time be 
beſtowed, upon this his myſtical body, or any of its 
members. O what ſubject have we here, my ſoul, to 
bleſs and praiſe the eternal Father, for all theſe excel- 
lent gifts and graces; with which he has enriched his 
Son, the man Chriſt Jeſus! How ought we alſo to 
rejoice and congratulate with the ſacred humanity of 
our Saviour on this occaſion; and to give thanks, 
without ceaſing, for all that ſhare or portion of divine 
grace, which from this overflowing fountain is conti- 
nually derived on us! | 
Conſider gdly, in all theſe graces and excellencies, 
conferred on the humanity of Chriſt, in his incarnation, 
how that of the prophet was verihed, 1/az. ix. 6, A child 
25 born tous, anda ſon is given to us, and the govern- 
ment is upon his ſhoulders: and his name ſhall be called 
Wonderful, Councellor, God, the Mighty, the Father of 
the world to come, the Prince of peace. Yes, Chriſtians, 
theſe great titles, here beſtowed upon your Saviour, 
by the Spirit of God, abundantly declare, both the 
wonders, that God wrought for him; and thoſe which 
though his incarnation, he has wrought alſo for you; 
in giving him to you: that he might be not only your 
Saviour, your redeemer, and your deliverer; but alſo 
your king, your lawgiver, your teacher, your model, 
your advocate, your phy ſician, your friend, your high- 
prieſt, and your victim, your father, and your head; in 
a word, the ſource of all your good; the way; the 
truth and the life, in your regard; by whom alone you 
can go to God. And do not all theſe great things, 
eſſected by the incarnation of the Son of God, ſhew 
forth the power the wiſdom, the mercy and m_ 
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of God, with all the other divine attributes, infinite! 
more, than any of the reſt of the works of the Al- 
mighty? _ 5 | 

6. WE to honour by a lively faith, by a ſerious 
and frequent meditation, and a ſincere devotion, all 
theſe wonders of God, wrought in the incarnation of 
his Son; both in favour of him, and of us: and to. 
lead henceforward ſuch. lives, as become thoſe, who, 
by this myſtery have been ſo highly exalted, and 
brought ſo near to the very ſource of all grace and 
ſanctity. | 


DECEMBER 14. On the glory of God, in the incarna- 
| tion of has Son. 


e firſt, how the Angels, upon occaſion 
of the birth of Chriſt, ſung forth that bleſſed 
hymn, recorded Luke ii. 14. Glory to God on hagh, 
and on earth peace to men of good will; to give us 
to underſtand, that the Incarnation and birth of the 
Son of God, was deſigned to produce thoſe two princi- 
pal fruits, the greater glory of God, and the peace, and 
reconciliation of man with God. The glory of God 
ſhines forth moſt brightly in the incarnation of his Son, 
by the manifeſtation of his power, of his. wiſdom, of 
his goodneſs, of his juſtice, and of his mercy; and b 
ſetting all theſe his divine attributes in their moſt beauti- 
ful light. The almighty power of God 1s here mani- 
felted in all the wonders, he wrought in this myſtery, 
and eſpecially in that greateſt and moſt glorious of all 
his wonderful productions wz. a God-man: a greater 
work, without compariſun, than the creation of ten 
thouſand worlds. The infinite wiſdom of God is here 
manifeſted, in the contrivance of this wonderful way 
of uniting God and man, the Creator and the creature, 
which were at an infinite diſtance from each other, ſo 
cloſely together, as to be but one and the ſame perſon : 
and of reconciling, by this means, man, who who was 
fallen from God by ſin, in ſuch manner, as that without 
. . — 0 . his 


— 
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his divine Majeſty departing, in the leaſt tittle, from 
what was due to the reparation of his glory ; he ſhould 
continually receive from this one man, for every mo- 
ment of time and eternity, a 3 of adoration, 
praiſe, thankſgiving and love, infinitely more glorious 
to the Deity; than all the homages of ten thouſand 
worlds could be ; though they were all full of angels 
and men eternally employed in nothing elſe but in 
glorifying God. 

Conſider 2dly, with relation to the other attributes 
of God; vz. his goodneſs, his mercy, and his juſtice; 
how brightly they alſo ſhine forth, in the incarnation 
of his Son: in which according to the pſalmiſt ( 
Ixxiv.) Merc and truth met each other : juſtice and peace 
have hifſed. The infinite goodneis of God never mani- 
feſted itſelf fo clearly, as in giving his only Son to us, 
by the myftery of his incarnation, to deliver us from all 
our evils; and to bring with him alt good to us, in 
order to make us happy for eternity. The infinite 
mercy of God, is fet in no lefs clear a light, by this 
myſtery; in His here furniſhing us, ont of pure com- 
paſhon, without any regard at all to our merits, with 
fach and ſo great a Redeemer, to be both our prieft, 
and our ſacrifice, for a ptopitiation for all our fins. 
And as to the infinite juſtice of God, fo far from its 
being fet afide in this myſtery, or forgeting its right, it 
never exerted, or manitcfted itſelf more, than when it 
inſiſted upon ſach a ſatisfattion for ſin, as could not be 
paid by any leſſer or mcaner perſon, than a God made 
man. So that the juflice of God has been in effe& 
more evidently demonſtrated, by the incarnation of the 
Son of God, coming down here amongſt us, to be made 
# bleeding victim for our fins; than by any other judg- 
ments of puniſhments whatſoever, that either have, or 
Ever could be inflicted by the divine Majeſty, either in 
time, or eternity, for the fins of men. | 

Conſider gdty, that the infinite dignity of the perſon 
of this God-man, as it gives an infinite dignity and 
worth to all his performances, even to every thought, 
word, 
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word, or ation, and every ſuffering of his; ſo it is an 


inexhauſtible ſource, from which continually and eter- 


nally flows an infinite glory to God, from every 
thought, word, action, or ſulering of his Son; even 
from the moment of his conception, till his expiring 
upon the croſs; as well as to all that adoration, praiſe, 
glory, thankſgiving, Sc. which as man, he ſhall pre- 

ſent to his Father, for all eternity! See then, my Foul 
low very much the incarnation of the Son of God, has 
advanced the glory of his Father fince every motion 


of the heart of this God made man, gives in effett in- 


finitely more glory to the Father, both in time and 
eternity, than all the adorations and praiſes of millions 
of Angels, and millions of worlds could ever have 
done, though eternally employed in nothing elle, 
but in gloritying God. Beſides all that glory, which 


the Son of God incarnate, has procured for his Fa- 


ther, by his goſpel, by his worſhip, which he has 
eſtabliſhed here upon earth; by that great ſacrifice of 
his body and blood, offered up daily on a million of 


altars, Gc. and that kingdom of ſouls, which he has 


here purchaſed, to be delivered up hereafter to his Fa- 
ther, to glorify him for all eternity. | | 
Conclude to rejoice in this great glory, which the 


Son of God has procured both for his Father, and for 

. himſelf, by his Incarnation: and ſing to him, with the 

r ey hymns of w praiſe for his having ſo 
| 1 


well aflociated together, in this myſtery, his own glory, 
with thy peace and ſalvation. | | 


Dzctm, 15. On the glory the Son of God gave to his 


Father, in his mother's womb. 


\ONSIDER firſt, that as the ſoul of Chrift, 
from the firſt inſtant of his conception, by bein 


aſſumed to the divine perſon of the Word, was full of 
all light and knowledge, and conſequently enjoyed 
from the beginning the perfect uſe. of reaſon, and un- 
derſtanding: ſo the inward powers and faculties of his 


ſoul, 
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ſoul, from the firſt inſtant of his conception, were 
always employed ; they were never idle. Now as the 
great deſign of God, in the intarnation of his Son, 
was his own glory, and the redemption of man: ſo 
the continuel occupation of the Son of God made 
man, was the procuring of his Father's glory, and man's 
ſalvation: from the very firſt moment, that his ſoul 
received a being, by creation, this was Ins perpetual 
employment. It wes from the beginning the indiſ— 
pentable duty, both of angels and men, in their ſirſt 
creation, to turn themſelves immediately to God; 
by adoration, oblation and love; and to dedicate them- 
ſelves eternally to him and to his glory. The omif- 
fon of this at hiſt, was the cauſe of the condemnation 
of Lucifer and his companions : and the like omiſſion 
is to this day, the cauſe of the condemnation of mi}- 
hons of men; who unhappily turn themſelves away 
from God, for the ſake of he creature. But the ſoul 
of Chriſt, our great deliverer, and our moſt perfect 
model] and pattern, has taught us better things, by his 
nine months occupation in the Virgin's wemb : where, 
filent as he is, he preaches to vs admirable leſſons, 
with regard to the Rey we ought at all times to give 
to God. | | 

Conſider 2dly, that theſe leſſons, which the Son of 
God teaches us, by his great example, in his mother's 


_ womb, are contained in the different acts of virtue, 


m which he there ſpent his time. He _ as we 
learn from the pſalmiit P/. xxx1x. 7, 8, 9,) y offering 
himſelf to his Father, without reſerve, to do all rs 
will: he embraced this will in the midſt of his heart: 
he ſubſtituted himſelf in the place of all the ancient 
ſacrifices, to be the great hurnt- Mering and fin-offertug, 
that ſhould be immolated for God's 5 and for the 
expiation of the ſins of the world: he preſented his 
body juſt then formed by the Holy Ghoſt, with his 
ears pierctd (as it was preſcribed in the law, with re- 
lation to fuch as yielded themſelves up to be ſervants 


for ever, Deuteronomy xv. 17.) To be intirely at the 
| | diſpoſal 
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diſpoſal of his Father, a perpetual ſervant, obedient 
unto death, even unto the death of the croſs. O let us 
hear from himſelf theſe his diſpoſitions, Sacrifice and 
oblation thou didi not deſire: but thou haſt pierced ears 


for me. Burat-offering, and fia-offering thou didit not 


require; then, ſuid I, behold I come. In the head of 
the book it ts written of me that I ſhould do thy will: C 
my God, I have defired it, and thy law in the midjt of my 
heart. O, my foul, how happy ſhall we be, if we la- 
bour in good earneſt to imitate theſe diſpoſitions of our 
dear Jeſus; by embracing like him the will of God 
and his holy law in the midſt of our hearts; and offer- 
ing ourſelves, without reſerve, to be at all times his 
devoted ſervants! | 

Conſider gdly, that infinite. glory which our Lord 


gave to his Father all the time be was in his mother's 


womb: firſt by the acts of adoration and 2 
ly 


which as man, he continually paid to God; perte 

annihilating himſelf in his ſight ; and continually bow- 
ing down all the powers of his ſoul, to offer him 
a molt acceptable worſhip, worthy of his divine ma- 
jeſty: 2dly, by acts of praz/e, and tank/gruing, which 
he offered up both for himſelf, and for the whole 
creation: gdly, by acts of oblation, and eternal dedi- 
cation of himſelf to his Father; to be ever his, both 


in life, and death; both in time, and eternity: with a, 


total conſecration of his whole foul, and body; of 
his whole will, memory and underſtanding, of all his 
ſenſes and faculties: and of all his thoughts, words, 
and deeds, to his divine ſervice : by acts of a moſt pure 
and moſt perfect love, zeal, and delire, of ever pro- 
moting in all things, and above all things, the /and- | 
fication of the name of God, the propagation. of his hing- 
dom, and the doing his will upon earth, as it is in lea- 
ven. Such acts as theſe, joined with acts of charity, 
and prayer, for us poor ſinners, were the perpetual 
occupation of Chriſt our Lord, in his mother's womb, 
A bappy employment indeed, aud moſt worthy of our 
imitauon at all times! | 

Conclude 
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Conclude to embrace, and to follow in the praftice 
of thy life, theſe heavenly leſſons which the Son of 
God teaches thee by his divine example from his 
mother's womb: no other exerciſes can be either 
more agreeable to him, or to his Father; or more ad- 
vantageous to thyſelf. 


DECE. 16. On the charity of the Son of God for us, 


in his mother's womb. 


\ONSIDER firſt, that as the ſoul of the Son 
of God, from the firſt inſtant of his conception 

in his mother's womb, was ever employed in the love 
of his heavenly Father, and in a perpetual adoration, 
and oblation of himſelf to his moſt holy will; ſo for 
the love of his Father, and in conſequence of his 
holy will, he was'alſo employed from the beginning 
in the love of us, and in the perpetual exerciſes of 
an unbounded charity, in our regard. His ſoul, in 
the inſtant it received a being, was aſſumed to the di- 
vine perſon of the Word; and in the light of this 
e Word clearly ſaw, readily ſubmitted to, lovingly 
embraced, with an Ecce venio, Behold I come, that 
moſt ſacred and adorable decree of the whole bleſſed 
Trinity, by which it was ordained that the Son of 
God ſhould become man, for the reparation of the 
honour, and glory of God, infinitely injured; and out- 
raged by man: and that he ſhould be the Saviour and 
Redeemer of all mankind: that he ſhould take upon 
him all their fins, to be cancelled with his blood: 


_ that by his death, he ſhould reſcue them from the 


tyranny of Satan and fin, and a ſecond and everlaſt- 
ing death; and ſhould open in their favour the gates 
of mercy, grace, and falvation: in a word that he 
ſhould be the great mediator of God and men; their 
high-prieſt and victim. In conſequence of, and in 
obedience to, this heavenly decree, he immediately 
began, from the firſt inſtant of his conception, to ex- 
erciſe lumſelf in ail ſuch acts of charity for us, as 

were 
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were agreeable to this his office of our Saviour and 
mediator, which he ever joined with a perpetual atten- 
tion to his Father's glory. This was his continual 
employment in his mother's womb, this was his conti- 
nual employment all the time of his life. O let all 


heaven, and earth, eternally acknowledge, praiſe, and 


bleſs, this his infinite charity ! 
Conſider adly, what theſe acts of charity were, 
which the: Son of God continually exerciſed in our 
regard, from the firſt inſtant of his conception. 
1. He had us always before his eyes, and in the midſt 
of his heart; he was not one _— wa mug wan 
ing of us. 2: He was etua raying for us, 
this we might be 8 7 ll x. — and 
brought through him, to all good. g. He had a moſt 
tender compaſſion for all our miſeries, conſiderin 
us alt as his brethren; and he continually — 
our fins. 4. He offered himfelf without ceaſing, to 
the juſtice of his Father, to ſuffer all that he pleaſed 
for the expiation of our ſins: he had even a longin 
deſire (ſuch was the exceſs of his love) for the accom- 
pliſhment of that baptiſm, with which he was to be 
one day baptized, in his blood; becauſe thereby he 
was to redeem us from our ſins. See, my ſoul, how 
very early our dear Jeſus began to ſhew himſelf a 
Jeſus, that is a Saviour, to us. See how affection- 
ately, and effectually too he has loved us, even from 
his firſt conception in his mother's womb; And have 
we hitherto been ſenſible of theſe wonders of his love 
for us? Have we ever yet given him a proper place 
in our heart, who. has been fo much beforehand with 
us, as to admit us, from the beginning, into the center 


of his? O let us deteſt our paſt ingratitude in this re- 71 
gard; and henceforward at leaſt yield ourſelves uß 


without reſerve captives to his love! : : 
Conſider gdly, in particular, the ſentiments which 


the ſoul of our blefſed Saviour had, with regard ta 


our ſins, and in hat manner he was affected by them, 


even from his firſt A He had even them a 


Vol. IV. clear 


| 
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clear ſight, and a moſt lively ſenſe of all the ſins of 
the whole world, from the firſt to the laſt. He ſaw 
them all, in the light of God, with all their aggrava- 
tions, and all their deformity, and infinite malice, from 
their oppoſition'to the infinite goodneſs of God. He 
{aw the outrages they all offered to the divine majeſty : 
and how odions they were all in his eyes. And #1 
ſaw at the ſame time all the havock they made in the 
ſouls of men, made after God's own image and like- 
| neſs, and all their dreadful conſequences, both for 
time and eternity. But O what tongue can expreſs, 
or heart conceive how ſtrangely his ſoul was affeed 
with this ſight? His love for his heavenly Father, on 
the one hand, and his zeal for his glory, gave him an 
inexpreſſible hatred and horror, for all theſe enemies 
of God, theſe high treaſons againſt the divine majeſty, 
And again, his love for us, and concern for our alva 
tion, on the other hand, filled him with more than 
mortal grief, and anguiſh, for the general corruption 
with which he ſaw the whole world infected, and the 
loſs of ſo many millions of ſouls. His horror and 
hatred for our ſins was equal to the love he bore to his 
Father: and his grief and anguiſh, which he conti- 
nually endured for them, was equal te his love for us; 
even that love which made him give himſelf up to the 
worſt of deaths, to cancel our fins; with his own blood. 
Thus between the love of his Father, and the love of us, 
the Son of God lived in a ſtate of continual ſuffering, 
even in his mother's womb; and of ſuch bitter ſuffer- 
ings, as nothing but his love could haye endured. O 
Chriſtians, learn here from your dear Redeemer, in 
what manner you ought to be affected with the thought 

of your ſins! Learn to hate, and deteſt them above all 
things, as enemies of your God; learn to hate and to 
deteſt them, as your mortal enemies; and to bewail 
them all your life time. 5 

Conclude to embrace the divine charity of the Son 
of God, with all the affection of your ſoul, which 
has thus exerted itſelf, even from his mother's womb, 
| In 


EVERY DAY IN THE WEA RX. 183 


in favour of you. But remember that he expects of 
you a continual return of love, and this, with your 
whole heart : and that nothing leſs will content him. 


DECEM. 17. On the benefits, which the Son of God brings 


to us by has incarnation. 


ONSIDER firſt, that than in his firſt creation 
was highly favoured by his maker, and elevated 
by him to a 10 ernatural end; he was enriched with 
the treaſures of original grace, juſtice, and ſanctity; 
and deſtined to an eternal life with the living God: in 
the mean time he was placed in the earthly paradile, 
as in a ſhadow of that happy life, where, it he had 
kept the law of his great creator, he might have fed 
upon the tree of life; and ſo have paſſed to a better 
paradiſe of a true and everlaſting life; without going 
through the gate of death. But alas! by falling from 
his God by fin, he forfeited all theſe treaſures, and all 
theſe advantages: he was ſtript at once of all the goods 
of grace; he was ſtrangely wounded in all the powers 
and faculties of his foul: his underſtanding was over- 
clouded with ignorance, and deluded with a variety of 
errors; his memory and imagination was diſtracted 
with empty toys, and vanities, and hurried away from 
the remembrance of his God; his will-was perverted 
with malice; his inferior appetite” diſordered with re- 
bellious paſſions ; and his whole ſoul became weak, be- 
ou expreſſion, to every = of good, and ſtrongly 
ent upon all evil. Thus had unhappy man, by is 
apoſtacy from God, loſt both his God, and all his good; 
and had incurred all kind of evils, both of ſoul and bo- 
dy, for time and eternity: thus in loſing his God, he 
had fallen into the hands of four mercileſs enemies, ſin, 
and Satan; death, and hell. Now the Son of God, 
by his incarnation, came down amongſt us in order to 
deliver us from all theſe evils, which we had incurred 
by fn; to reconcile us to our God, and to reſtore us, 
with infinite advantage, to all that good, for which we _ 
- WV were. 
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were at firſt created. What reaſons then have we, m1 
ſoul, to rejoice in this incarnation of the Son of God, 
the ſovereign means of all our good, and the ſource of 
all mercy, grace, and ſalvation to us! O what praiſe, 
and thankſgiving, what -perpetual love and ſervice do 
we owe to this our great deliverer! g 
Conſider adly, how the Son of God, coming amongſt 
us by his incarnation, has brought us from heaven moſt 
ſovereign and effectual remedies for all our evils. He 
brought gt to us, who were ſitting before in darkne/s, 
and in the ſhadow of death coming in quality of our 
teacher; (both by word and example;) of the great 
| prophet ſent to us from God; of our /aw-grver : and 
our Apoſtle: and declaring to us, the whole will of 
God. He brought with him alſo our 7an/om, to redeem 
us from our flavery to Satan, and fin; and to make us 
free indeed: he was /ent to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and fight to the blind, to ſet at liberty them that are 
bruiſed, and to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, 
even the you Jubilee, of a general remiſſion of all our 
: debts, and a general looſing of all our bands, Luke iv. 
19. He came as . to heal all our maladies, 
with medicines, made up with his own moſt ſacred 
blood. We were wandering in a wilderneſs, in a place 
. without water (Pl. cvi.) Ile could find no wey to a city | 
for our habitation; (our true and everlaſting home) we 
were hungry, and thirfly, (deſtitute of all proper food 
for our fouls) and were bound in want, and in irons : 
we were brought low with labours, and weakened; and 
there was none to help us. And he came to deliver us 
out of all theſe our arftreſſes : to lead us into the T1ght 
way, to conduct us to our true country; to feed our 
hungry ſouls with good things; to break our bonds in 
1 to bring us refreſhment, comfort, and reſt from 
our labours: to cure our weakneſs with his ſtrength; 
and to raiſe us up from death to life. All this, and 
much more, has the Son of God effefied in our favour, 
by coming down from heaven, to be our Emmanuel, 
that is, to be God with us. And ſhall we not then, a 


ſoul, 
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ſoul, join with the pſalmiſt, in * e repeating 
in admiration at all theſe wonders, of the divine _ 
neſs, that ſacred hymn. Let the mercies of the Lord groe 


glory to him: and his wonderful works to the children of 


men. Let them exalt him in the church of the people, 
and praiſe him in the chair of the ancents. Let them 
facrifice to ham a ſacrifice of praiſe, and declare his 
works with joy. O give glory to the Lord, for he is 
good, for has mercy 3 ever. Let them ſay ſo, 
that have been redeemed by the Lord; whom he hath re- 


deemed from the hand of the enemy, and gathered out of 


all countries. (Pf. cvi.) Yea, let them ſay fo, and ſing 
forth the mercies of the Lord, for all eternity. Amen, 
Amen. 
Conſider gdly, that however great and inexpreſlible 
all theſe graces, and benefits are, which the Son of God 
has brought with him by his incarnation, in order to 
deliver us from all our evils, and to communicate to us 
all his goods; yet none of them all, nor all of them to- 
gether, will effectually ſave us, without our conſent and 
concurrence, and a due correſpondence on our part 
with his mercy, and grace; by our yielding ourſelves 
up entirely to him, by faith, and obedience. For what 
will it avail us to have the light come down from hea- 
ven, to ſhine upon us, if we ſhut our eyes againſt it, 
and love the darkneſs more than light? Or what ſhall 
we be the better for the ranſom which our Redeemer 
brings with him, and lays down for us; if we prefer 
our ſlavery and our chains, before the liberty of the 
children of God; and rather chooſe to ſtay with our 
old maſters, Satan and fin, amongſt the huſks of ſwine, 
than to go along with our deliverer, who deſires to car- 
us home with him to his Father's houſe ? Alas, ſo 
ar from being the better, for all theſe graces and bene- 
fits, brought to us by our Redeemer, we ſhould indeed 


be much the worſe, if we ſhould receive them all in 


. vain, and by our ingratitude, and obſtinacy in fin, per- 
vert them to our greater condemnation. For what 
greater perverſity can there be, than that we ſhould 
R 3 know 
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know that te may, the truth, and the liſe is come down 
from heaven in our favour ; and ſhould ſtill chooſe. to 
go aſtray from the way, and to follow the father of es, 
into the regions of ' death. 

Conclude to embrace in ſuch manner your great de- 
liverer, who comes by his incarnation, to be your Em- 
manuel {God hi xs) by a faithful and diligent corre- 
To—_ with — his mercies and * as that he 
may be always wit , and always with him; 
and that nothing A life, © may — ſeparate 


you from him any more. 


Dreck. 18. On other benefits of our Saviour to man- 
* hand by his incarnation. 
ONSIDER fr, that the Son of God, by his 
incarnation, came amongſt us to be the father, and 
the head of all mankind, according to the ſpirit, and 
according to grace, as Adam was according to the 
Heſh, and according to nature. He came as the fecond 
Adam, to undo all that evil, which the firf Adam had 
done and brought upon us all; and to impart to us all 
that good, which the father of our fleth had deprived 
us of. That as by one man fin entered into this world, 
end by fin death ; and ſo both ſin and death paſſed upon 
all men: juſtice and grace ſtrouid in like manner enter 
into this world, by one man, in order to our eternal 
life. Hence in quality of our father, he imparts to us 
a new generation, a nd birth; by which we, who 
dy our natural birth (by which we deſcend from the firſt 
Adam) are children of wrath, corrupted by ſin, and con- 
demned to hell; are born again by grace, cleanſed 
from {in = his blood, incorporated in him, made 
children of God, and heirs of everlaſting life. In 
quality of our head, he communicates to us all manner 
of graces, which in virtue of his merits, are derived 
from him upon all the members of his myſlical body, 
who by faith and obedience adhere to him, St. John 
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+ Conſider 2dly, the other near relations, marked 


down in the word of God, which our Lord has been 


pleaſed we ſhould have with him, by means of his in- 
carnation: fuch as that of our being now his bre- 
thren, (as he has been pleaſed to call us, Pf. xxi. I wzl 
declare thy name to my brethren ) by his taking our fleſh 
and blood. A relation which gives us an honour, not 
granted to the -Angels, of being near a-kin, even by 
conſanguinity, to the Son of God himſelf: for he ne- 
ver took upon him the nature of the Angels, but took 
our nature, that he might be like to us in all thi 
excepting fin. For ſo it behoved him, who was to 
be our high-prieſt, to make a reconciliation for our 
ſins. #6. ii. 16, 17. He is our elder brother, in the 
order of God's election, the firſt-born among/t many 
brethren. Rom. vii. 29; in whom, and for whoſe ſake, 
we allo are elected; to be conformable to his image, 
here by grace, and hereafter in glory, through him. 
In this quality of our eldeſt brother, he is alſo our 
r=. as under the law of nature, - before the written 
aw, the firſt-born were prieſts) to officiate for us 
an all things that appertain to God, Heb. v. 1. as alſo 
our prince, our leader, and captain in our warfare, 
our tutor and governor, our trueſt friend, to promote 
all our intereſt, to manage all our cauſes, to defend us 
from all our enemies, and to bring us on in our pil- 
grimage, till he preſents us to his Father, and our Fa- 
ther, in his eternal kingdom. O how happy are we in 
ſuch a brother! | 
Conſider gdly, that by means of the incarnation of 
the Son of Gud, we are related to him, not only as 
children to our father, as members to our head, and 


as brothers to our eldeſt brother, but alſo as a holy 


building to our foundation, in which he 1s the corner 
lone; in whom all the building framed together groweth 
up into a holy temple in the Lor habitation of God in 
F A, Eph. ii. 20, 21, 22: and as branches to the 
ſtock, into which we are ingrafted, and planted by 
baptiſm. Hence our Lord ſays to us (John xv. 4, 5.) 
Bs : 
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Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
Fruit of itſelf, 14 20 abide in the vine; ſo neither can 
you except you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the fn 
beareth much fruit : for without me you can do nothing. 
But of all the relations we have to the Son of God, in 
conſequence of his incarnation, there 1s none more 
endearing, than that of our being made his /pou/e : 
the church being the bride, the wife of the Lamb, 
brought out of his ſide, as Eve was from the ſide of 
Adam, caſt into the deep ſleep of death upon the 
croſs; and eſpouſed to him, by an everlaſting and m- 
violable contract, of which Chriſtian matrimony is the 
ſacred and myſterious ſign: and every particular foul, 
that is in the ſtate of grace, partakes in the dignity 
and happineſs, of this near and dear relation of 
fpouſes to the Lamb of God. Chriſhans, are you ſen- 
ble how great this dignity and happineſs is, for your 
ſouls to be eſpouſed to the Son of God? In conſe- 
quence of which you ſhould be one Hpirit with Chriſt, 
as Adam and Eve were one fleſh. take care to be 

ever faithful and true to this divine ſpouſe; who has 
loved you, and delivered himſelf up he you, that he 
might ſanttify you and cleanſe you for himſelf, with 
his own moſt precious blood. 

Conclude to behave, in your whole life and conver- 
ſation, agreeably, in all reſpects, to theſe ſacred rela- 
tions, which you now have with the Son of God; and 

never to degenerate from ſuch a father, ſuch a head, 

ſuch a brother, and fuch a ſpouſe, by any actions un- 
 weithy, of either the dignity, or ſanctity of a Chrif- 
tian. 


Drckx. 
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Dxcxu. 19. On our Saviour as our Ring, and our prieft. 


ONSIDER firſt, that the Son of God, by his 
incarnation, came alſo amongſt us, to be both 

our ang, and our prieſt; and in theſe qualities, to im- 
part all bleſſings to us; and even to make us alſo 
kings and prieſts to his Father, Apocal. i. 6. He is 
our true Melchiſedech, ſovereign king and high prieſt 
for ever: he is the true Ang of juſtice, and king of 
peace; of whole reign there tal be no end. He 
came, by his incarnation, to dethrone the uſurper Sa- 
tan, and to eſtabliſh amongſt us the kingdom of grace, 
by which he reigns in all Go ſouls of his true ſubjects. 
For his kingdom ts not of this world; nor like to any of 
theſe petty kingdoms of this world: but 1s of a far 
more excellent conſtitution, a more noble foundation, 
and a more extenſive dominion, reaching to all nations, 
and to all ages: it is never to be conquered; it ſhall 
be glorious for evermore. Of this great king, and 
his reign, the royal prophet ſings (E,. lxxi.) Give 
* to the king th nas i God—to judge thy 
F at with juſtice, and thy poor with judgment. 
Let the mountains receive peace for the people, 
* and the hills juſtice. He ſhall judge the poor of 
* the people, and he ſhall fave the children of the 
poor, and he ſhall bring down the oppreflor, (the 
devil.) And he ſhall continue with the ſun, and 
* beyond the moon, throughout all generations. He 
* ſhall come down like rain upon the fleece; and as 
* ſhowers falling gently upon ; earth. In his days 
* ſhall juſtice ſpring up, and abundance of peace, tall 
* the moon be taken away. And he ſhall rule from 
* ſea to ſea, Gc. all kings of the earth ſhall adore him, 
* all nations ſhall ſerve him. For he ſhall deliver 
* the poor from the mighty——and he ſhall ſave the 
* ſouls of the poor. He ſhall redeem their * 
5 | uluries 
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* uſunies and 4 way and their name ſhall be ho- 
© nourable in his Aght.“ Such, Chriſtians, is our great 
King, who ſhall = us for evermore: and ſuch are 
the bleſſings, he brings us by his reign: according to 
what is written in the ſame pſalm: In him ſhall all the 
tribes of the earth be O let his name then be 
bleſſed for evermore ; and bleſſed be his heavenly Father, 
who worketh theſe wonderful things, in our favour, 
Vea bleſſed be the name of his ma * for ever; and 
let the whole earth be filled with his glory. So be it. 
So be it. 3 
Conſider adly, that the Son of God, incarnate for 
us, is not onhy our king: he is our prieſt too; the 
high · prieſt of God and man. Now every high-prieft, 
ſays the Apoſtle, Heb. v. 1. taken from among men, 
15 cer for nen, in the things that appertain lo 
Cod, that he may offer up gifts and ſacrifices for fin. 
And thus the Son of God, becoming man by his in- 
carnation, was called, by his Father, and anointed to 
this high. prieſtly office, by his Holy _ to exe- 
cute every branch of it, to the glory of his Father, 
and in behalf of us men. This he did in the days of 
hs. fleſh, that is, of his mortal life, by offering up 
fragers and ſupplications, with a firong cry and tears, 
Heb. v. 7. this he did in death, by the great ſacrifice, 
for the 2E of the whole world, which he then offered 
upon the altar of the croſs. This he fill continues to 
do, in the ſanctuary of heaven, into which he has 
carried the blood of his ſacrifice, to be there preſented 
before the throne of his Father: where alſo with this 
blood, he continually makes interceſſion, for the ob- 
. taining mercy, grace and falvation for us. Such are 
_ the benefits which are derived upon us from the ever- 
laſting priefthood of our Lord. 'Secing then, ſays the 
_ Apoſtle, that we have this great high-prieſt, that hath 
. . paſſed into the heavens, ee. the Son of God: let us 
hold faſt our confeſſion. For we have not a high-prieſt, 
who cannot have compaſſion on our inſirmities; but one 
tempted in all things lite as we, yet without fin. Tei 
| us 
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us go. therefore.with confidence to the th ne of grace : 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace in ſcaſonable aid, 
Heb. vi. 14, 15, 16. | | 
Conſider gdly, that Chriſt our Lord, not content 
with executing the prieſtly office, in our behalf, whilſt 
he was here upon earth, in his own perſon; and con- 
tinuing to execute it himſelf, after his aſcenſion in the 
ſanctuary of heaven: was pleaſed moreover before his 
departure hence, to ordain others, not as his ſucceſſors 
(for his prieſthood is eternal) but as his miniſters; to ex- 
erciſe in his name, and for the benefit of his people, all 
the offices and functions of the prieſthood here amongſt - 
us; he aſſiſting and co-operating with them from hea- 
ven; and, as he has promiſed, being always with them, 
and keeping up a perpetual ſucceſſion of them, all 
days, even till the conſummation of the world. Matt. 
xxviii. 18, 19, 20. So that we do not only owe to our 
reat high-prieſt, and to his prieſthood, all thoſe bleſ. 
= — 45 he himſelf in paſo has at any time be- 
ſtowed upon mankind; but alſo thoſe many graces and 
ſpiritual benefits, which = os confers upon us, by 
: — miniſtry of men, whom he has empowered and com- 
miſſioned to preach his Goſpel, adminiſter his ſacra- 
ments, remit fins in his name, bleſs in his name, impart 
the grace of the Holy Ghoſt, by. impoſition of hands; 
and to conſecrate, and offer up daily in his name his 
body and blood, for all the great ends of ſacrifice, In 
all theſe offices, our Lord aſſiſts as our high- prieſt; and 
whatſoever grace is here given to the faithful, it is all 
derived from his prieſthood : who has imparted indeed 
to thoſe whom he has made his vice-gerents, the doc- 
trine, the authority, the Spirit, the anointing, and the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, which he has receiv- 
ed of his Father; yet ſo that in all their performances, 
he himſelf is ſtill ihe principal actor. See then Chriſ- 
tans, how happy we are in having ſuch a high prieſt, 


* 
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Conclude to keep up in your ſouls a grateful ſenſe of 
the innumerable benefits, which have been conferred 
upon all mankind, by the incarnation of the Son of 
God; by which he is become our king, and our prieſt. 
Adhere to him in both theſe his qualities: daily beg 
that he would eſtabliſh his rezgn in you; and by his 
prieſthood, deliver you from _w ſins, and bring you 
to his Father, to be eternally his. DE: 


DECEM. 20. On our Saviour, as our ſacrifice. 


3 firſt, that the Son of God, by his 
icarnation, did not only come amongſt us to be 
our king, and our prieſt; but alſo to be our ſacrifice: 
and in that quality te be an inexhauſtible ſource, of 
all good to our fouls. Man, from the beginning, al- 
ways owed to his God, the homage of adoration, praiſe 
and glory; he was ever bound to make him the beft 
offerings he was able; he owed his God perpetual 
thankſgiving, for his perpetual goodneſs and bounty to 
him; and | 4 was ever bound to acknowledge, b 
yer, his total dependance upon this giver of all 
good ifts, without whom he could do 4 But 
after fin, he contracted a new debt, by which he was 
bound to make ſatisfaction alſo to the divine juſtice, 
for the offence he had committed. Hence we find, 
from the erg the world, frequent mention in 
the ſcriptures of ſacrifices offered to God: hence, in 
the law, were ſo many ordinances, relating to burnt- 
offerings, ſin-offerings, and peace-offerings; as ſo many 
different kinds of ſacrifices, to anſwer the different 
branches of man's duty to his maker. But alas! how 


little proportion was there in all, or any of theſe an- 


cient ſacrifices, with thoſe great ends for which they 
were offered? How inſignificant in itſelf /abſtrafting 
from that ſacrifice to come, of which they were all 
types) was all that homage, adoration, glory, and 

| thankſgiving, 


1 1 E det he. - rs th FI 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 193 


thankſgiving, which was paid to the infinite majeſty 
of God, by theſe oblations of oxen, goats or ſheep. 
How much leſs could the blood of oxen or the blood of 
goats take away fins; or be a proper atonement for the 
reat ſin of the world, by which man had fallen from 
fis God. Therefore the Son of God came, by his In- 
carnation, to make himſelf the victim and ſacriſice of 
all mankind, to ſubſtitute himſelf inſtead of all thoſe 
ancient burnt-offerings, ſin- offerings and peace-offer- 
ings; to anſwer in a molt perfect manner all the ends 
of ſacrifice; and to waſh away all our fins, with 
his own moſt precious blood. O bleſſed be his name, 


through all generations, for this his infinite goodneſs 
to us! CET 
. Conſider 2dly, what great things the Son of God 


bas done for us all, in making himſelf our ſacrifice; 
and what great things he has enabled us to do, by vir- 
tue of his ſacrifice.. In dying for us upon the croſs, 
he has made himſelf a holocauſt or whol * 
for us, of moſt ſweet ſavour to his heavenly Father: 
a ſacrifice of homage, adoration, - praiſe and glory, 
worthy of the infinite 7 of God; becauſe of the | 
infinite dignity both of the offerer, and of the offer- 

ing. In 2 down his head, and yielding up his 
ſpirit for us, by his death, he has alſo made an oblation 
of himſelf, infinitely agreeable to his Father, for all 

the other ends of ſacrifice; here he offered a thank/- 
giving. truly worthy of God, both for - himſelf, and 
for us: a peace ofering of infinite value, for pur- 
chaſing peace, and all happineſs -for us; -and for open- 
ing in our favour all the fountains of grace and life: 
and .particularly he” here made himſelf a ſin-offering 
for us all: a vithm of propitiation of infinite virtue, 
for taking away all the fins of the world, and recon- 
ciling, and bringing back loſt men to an eternal union 
with his God, And this great ſacrifice of his, with 
all its fruits, he has in ſuch manner made over to us, 
as to authorize and enable us, to offer up the ſame ſa- 
crifice, with him, and- in his name, to his Father, for 
Vol IV. . ll 
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all the ſame ends as he did; and to give thereby infinite 
glory to God; and to procure infinite bleſſings to our- 
ſelves and to all the world. | 
Conſider gdly, that this ſacrifice, which Chriſt our 
Lord offered up to his Father, on the altar of the 
croſs; (as a homage and adoration, which, as man, he 
paid to him by death; as a thanks-offering of infi- 
nite value; as an atonement for ſin, more than ſuffi- 
cient to cancel the ſins of ten thouſand worlds, though 
infinite in malice, and as an oblation of infinite merit, 
in the way of prayer, and impetration of all graces 
and bleſſings from God, for all mankind, both for 
time and eternity) did not expire by his death, no 
more than his prieſthood did. The whole victim of 
his ſacrifice was reſtored to him again, at his reſur- 
region, and he has carried it with him, at his aſcen- 
ſion, into the ſanftuary of heaven: where, with 
it, he continually. gives adoration and thanks to his 
Father, both .in bis own and our name; and continu- 
ally pleads for mercy and grace for us. But this is 
not all. He has alſo appointed this ſame ſacrifice to be 
kept up for ever in his church, in the ſacred myſteries ; 
and to be offered up daily, for the like intentions, on 
thouſands of altars, in al nations, as long as the world 
ſhall endure; himſelf in perſon, though inviſibly, offi- 
ciating therein, both as prieſt and victim; both as offe- 
rer and offering. See then, my ſoul, if any thing more 
can be deſired to make us compleatly happy; who have 
continually amongſt us ſuch a ſacrifice, in which we 
have the ſource of all happineſs, and the ſovereign 
means of all good. a SRD | | 
Concude never to be wanting, on thy part, in a due 
correſpondence with all theſe graces, and bleſſings of 
heaven; which the Son of God has purchafed for 
thee by his ſacrifice; and which he daily ſeeks to en- 
rich thee with, by the application of - the fruits of his 
facrifice, in the daily oblation of his own body and 
blood. O learn then, my ſoul, to unite all thy per- 
formgnces with thoſe of the Son of God, * 
| oF 
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for the love of thee; and daily offer thyſelf with him, 
who daily offers himſelf in facrifice for the love of 
thee! Unite all thy adoration, praiſe, and thankſ- 
giving, with that which thy Saviour, as man, conti- 
nually preſents to his Father in heaven, and with all 
that which he daily offers him, on a million of altars, 
here upon earth: and thy adoration, praiſe and thankſ- 
giving, will not fail of 'being accepted of. In like 
manner unite all thy prayers, and ſupplications for 
mercy, with thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, and with his ſacri- 
fice; and thou ſhalt always find through him both mer- 
cy and grace. 5 n 


DEM. 21. On St. Thomas, tht Apoſtle. 
ONSIDER firſt, that in — the feſtivals. 


of the Saints, we muſt principally have in view 
the glorifying the God of the Saints, arid the giving 
him thanks for all the wonders of his grace in them; 
and all that glory to which he has exalted them ; and 
with which he has crowned them to all eternity. 
Now God is wonderful indeed in all his Saints; but 
in none more than in the Apoſtles; whom he raiſed 
from the loweſt and meaneſt condition in life, as it 
were from the earth, and from the dunghill, to make 
them the princes of his people; the pillars, and foun- 
dations of his church; prodigies of his grace; full of 
his divine - ſpirit; diſpenſers of all his treaſures, and 
workers of all kind of wonders here upon earth; and 
now has exalted them to fit with him on his throne in 
heaven, to come one day with him to be the jud; 
both of men and angels. See then, Chriſtians, what 
ſubjects we have to meditate upon, on the feſtivals of 
the Apoſtles; what motives we have to praiſe, and 
glorify God for all he has done for them; and through 
them for us all: what encouragements we here have, 
however mean and poor we may be in all that is good, 
to rely on the power, goodneſs and mercy of our 
"God; who loves to work his greateſt wonders in 
| 8 2 favour 
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ſavour of ſuch as are little and humble: and what 
leſſons we have for our inftruftion, and our imitation, 
in the ready correſpondence of the apoſtles with divine 
grace, and their diligent co-operation with it, unto the 
end. | | | 
Conſider adly, from the epiſtle read on this day 
(Eph. ii. 19.) the great advantages we have received 
thraugh the miniſtry of the Apoſtles, in our being 
called to the Chriſtian religion, of which they were 
the firſt preachers, and teachers. For. now, "Ba St. 
Paul, ſpeaking to alF-Chriſtians, you are no more ftran- 


gers and foreigners ; but you are fellow-ctizens with the 


e cllie 


Saints, and the domeſticks of God; built upon the foun- 
dation of chef corn " prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf 
c 


orner flone: in whom all the building 
groweth up into @ holy temple in the 


the Apoſtles, we were originally brought to all this 
good: and as the ſame Apoſtle adds, Heb. xii. 21. by 


dur admiſſion into the church of God, we are now 


come to mount Sion, and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, and to the company of many _—_— | 
of Angels, and to the church of the firſi-born, wha are 
written in heaven, and. to God the judge of all; and to 
the ſpirits of the juſt made penfect, and to Feſus, the me- 
diator of the new teftament, and to theſe rinkling of blood, 
which ſbeaketh: beitor than that of Abel: viz. by crying 
to heaven for mercy, and not for juſtice. 2 happy 
communion of Saints! A communion in all that is 
good, with all that are good: to which we have been 
introduced by the Apoſtles of Chriſt. O glory for ever- 
more be to their Lord, the author of all their good, 
and of all our good! | 
Conſider gdly, the particular leſſons which St. 
Thomas teaches us by his example. When the other 
diſciples oppoſed our Saviour's going back to Jeru- 
ſalem, where the Jews had lately ſought his death; 
St. Thomas alone generouſly ſaid: Let us alſo 52 that 
we may die with him, John xi. 16. Such was his * 
"A 2 | or 
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for his maſter, and ſuch his courage in his cauſe. 
Are we in the like diſpoſitions? Are we willing to die 
with Chriſt; or for Chriſt; when we are frightened 
with every little difficulty or danger; and ever ready 
to turn our backs upon him, rather than to riſk any 
thing for him; or part with our own humour, or ſatis- 
faction for the love of him? St. Thomas was flow of 
belief, with regard to the reſurrection of our Lord; 
till he was favoured both with the ſight of him, and 
the handling of his wounds: but then he yielded him- 
ſelf up immediately; and cried out with a moſt lively 
faith, and ardent love, my Lord and my God! This 
lively faith, and ardent love, continued with him, ever 
2 and encreaſing: and carried him through all 
11s apoſtolick labours amongſt ſo many barbarous na- 
tions (to which he is ſaid to have preached the goſpel} 
and through all his ſufferings, till by a glorious martyr- 
dom, it brought him to his Lord, and eternally united 
him to him. O that we had but ſome little ſhare in 
this hvely faith, andardent love! It would make all our 
labours 'and ſufferings eaſy to us, and bring us allo to 
4, ONO ng ROT Ky 
| Conclude ſo to glorify God in this Saint, as to en- 
courage thyſelf alſo to walk in his footſteps, by an imi- 
tation of his virtues; in hopes of ſharing in his happi- 
a And for this end, ever beg his prayers and inter- 
edi. 885 e . 


DEce. 29. Onthe Ember Week in Advent. ; 
ONSIDER firſt, that the Ember weeks, at the 


A four ſeaſons of the year, are times ſet aſide by the 
church, from the earlieſt ages, for faſting and prayer. 
The primitive church had that zealous regard for the 
glory of God, and the ſanQification of the ſouls of 
er children, by training them up to theſe religious 
exerciſes, ſo much recommended by the word of God; 
that ſhe would not ſuffer any of the four parts of the 
year to paſs, without calling upon them all, to ſanctify 
F 83 | one 
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1 
one week at leaſt, by more than ordinary devotion; 


«nd by offering up to God therein the tribute of a pe- 
mtential faſt. which .alſo ſhe had moreover in 
view, that by their diligence in this practice, her chil- 
dren might draw down a bleſſing from God, on all their 
labours, and on the fruits of the earth; that the 

might give thanks for the bleſlings already — 4 


and implore the divine mercy for the forgiveneſs of 


the ſins they were continually committing. Chriſtans, 
let us, at theſe holy times, enter into theſe views of our 
holy mother the church : and by joining as it were in a 

y, with all the people of God upon earth, in faſt- 
ing, in alms-deeds, and in humble prayer, make the 
beſt return we are able to the giver of all good pifts, 


for all his benefits: beg a continuance of his graces 


and bleſſings ; and the pardon of all our fins ; through 
the merits of the paſhon and death of his only Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. e 
Conſider 2dly, that theſe penitential faſts of the 
ember weeks, are alſo inſtituted in order to turn away 
the judgments of God; which we have too great reaſon 
to apprehend may be hanging over our heads on ac- 
count of our fins. For it we duly cenfider the mul- 
titude, and enormity of the crimes, that are daily and 
hourly committed amongſt Chriſtians, of all degrees 
and conditions; . crimes that continually cry to heaven 
for vengeance; and how few there are in compariſon 
that are not frequently falling into mortal fin, in one 
ſhape or another: we cannot but fear left the very 
worſt of God's judgments may ſpeedily fall upon 
Chriſtendom, if not averted by prayer and penance. 
It is then not only a duty of obedience to our mother 
the church, but a charity alſo that we owe both to our- 
ſelves, and to our neighbours, to join at theſe times in 
prayer and penance; in order to prevent theſe diſmal 
viſitations of the divine juſtice: and to turn now to the 
Lord with our whole heart, in faſting, and weeping, and 
mourning, as the prophet admonilkes / Joel ii.) that fo 


by entering into diſpoſitions of true penitents, and ſe- 


rioully 
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revail with our merciful God to turn away alſo his 
383 from us, which we have deſerved by our fins, 

O that Chriſtians would remember this, on all their 
days of faſting: and would always enter into the true 
ſpirit of theſe inſtitutions, chiefly deſigned for the abo- 
liſhing ſin, and appeaſing the divine juſtice! Thus 
—— they offer up to God, ſuch a faſt as he has cho- 
ſen. Thus would their faſting draw down a bleſſing 
from him. | 
. Conſider gdly, that the Ember weeks are alſo ſet 
aſide by the church of Chriſt, for the times of giving 
holy orders: which, by apoſtolical tradition, and by 
the example of the apoſtles,, ought to be accompa- 
nied with prayer and faſting, Acts xii. 2, g. xiv. 22. 
Yes Chriſtians, as there 1s not any one thing, on 
which both the general good of the whole church, 
and the welfare of .every foul in particular, fo much 
depends, as upon having Saints for our paſtors; and 
ſuch as may be men according to God's own heart ; 
who both by word and work may continually promote 
the glory of God, and the ſalvation of ſouls: fo there 
is not any one thing, which more preſſingly calls for 
our prayers and faſting, than the obtaining ſuch 
paſtors from God. This ſhould indeed have a great 
part in our devotion at all times: but more eſpecially 
at theſe ' times of their ordination. Bad prieſts are. 
ſometimes permitted by God, as one of his moſt dread- 
ful judgments, gpon the ſins of the people. It is the 
— of all Chriſtians, by pray ing well, and living 
well, to avert this judgment; and to obtain better 

uides. | | | 

6 Conclude to labour, by more than ordinary devo- 
tion and penance, at theſe holy times, to anſwer all the 
ends of theſe ancient inſtitutons. This ember week 
in particular, and all the latter part of Advent, (that 
is, twelve whole days before Chriſtmas,) by an ancient 
cuſtom of the primitive Engliſh church, was dedicated 
by our Catholick anceſtors to faſting, watching, prayer, 


riouſly turning away from the evil of our ſins, we may 
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and alms: and all the faithful, at this time, betook 
themſelves to confeſſion and penance, in order to pre- 
pare themſelves for a worthy participation of the body 
of the Lord, on Chriſtmas day. As we learn from 
B. Egbert, who was Archbiſhop of York above a thou- 
ſand years ago, (in Dialogo de ecclefiaſticd infiitutione ). 
O how much have we degenerated from this ancient 
piety ! e ne 
DECEM. 23. On the preparation for the birth of Cxriſt 


ONSIDER firſt, that when the time drew near, 
in which the world was to be bleſſed with the birth 
of our Saviour; the Bleſſed Virgin, who bore him in 
her womb, and her chaſte Spoufe St. Joſeph, in obe- 
dience to the edift of the emperor Auguſtus, took a 
journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, there to be en- 
rolled in the city of David, as they were both of them 
of the royal ſtock of David. The emperor, in giving. 
out theſe orders, had no other view than the gratifyin 
his vanity, or his avarice, by the tax impoſed on that 
occaſion. But God, who had ordained, and foretold 
long before, by his prophet Micheas, that his Son 
ſhould be born in Bethlehem, was pleaſed to bring 
about his eternal decrees in this manner; and to prepare 
by this occaſion, a place for his birth, fuitable to the 
reat deſigns, for which he ſent him 'into this world. 
For behold: after a long and weariſome winter's jour- 
ney, when the Bleſſed Mother, with the Son of God 
in her womb, was arrived at Bethlehem, the town was 


full; and none of the inhabitants, not even of their 


own kindred and family, would receive them into their' 


| houſes; or give them any entertainment: the very inns 


would not lodge them; there was no room for them. 
O ye heavens, and aſtoniſhed to ſee the Son of God, 
the Lord and Maker of heaven and earth, thus debaſe 
himſelf from the very beginning, as not to allow him- 
ſelf even in his very birth, any of the common conve- 


niencies of life; no not ſo much as a houſe to cover 
Do oo 
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his head! O let him be ſo much the more dear to us, 
by how much he has made himfelf more mean and con- 
temptible, for the love of us! 

onſider 2dly, what kind of a palace the king of 
heaven prepared on this occaſion for the birth of his 


Son. St. Joleph, after ſeeking in vain for a lodging, 
in the town, found out at laſt an open ſtable, or ſtall. 
for beaſts, expoſed on all ſides to the inclemency of 


the weather; which, for want of better accommoda- 


tions, their poverty and humility were contented to 


take up with. And this was the palace- the divine 
wiſdom made choice of for the birth of our great king; 
the manger here, which had ſerved for the ox and 
the aſs, was the royal bed of ſtate, in which he was 
firſt laid, upon his-coming down amongſt us. O how 
has the Word incarnate here annihilated himſelf for us!. 


O how loudly has he condemned, from his very birth, 
our corrupt ſelf. love in all its branches; with all the 


maxims of worldly pride, and the favourite inclinations 
of fleſh and blood! Man fell originally from God, by 
proudly affeting a ſuperior excellence, which might. 
make him like to God; by coveting to have, what 


God did not allow him; and by ſeeking to gratiſy 


his ſenſual appetite, with the forbidden fruit: therefore 
the Son of God begins his mortal life, by the exerciſe 
of a moſt profound humility, to cure our pride; by 


embracing a voluntary poverty, even to the want. of 


all things, in oppoſition to our covetouſneſs, and love 
of the mammon of the world; and by chooſing for 
himſelf hardſhips and ſufferings, in oppoſition to our 
love of ſenſual and worldly pleaſures. O let us ſtudy 
well theſe leſſons, which this heavenly maſter begins to 
teach us, by his mou example, even from his firſt ap- 
pearance amongſt us! 


Conſider gdly, Chriſtian ſouls, that the Son of God, 


who heretofore came down from heaven, to be born 


into this world for you, earneſtly deſires at preſent 
to be ſpiritually born in you. See then, that you cor- 

reſpond, on your part, with this his earneſt _— 
15 by 
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by preparing your ſouls for him; and giving them 
2 — 2 © be not like thoſe 4. Bethlehe- 
mites, who refuſed him a place in their houſes, and 
would not find any room or him! But then if you 
are willing to admit him, take care to diſcharge from 
your inward houſe all ſuch company as is diſagreeable 
to him. For how great ſoever his deſire is, of com- 
ing and being ſpiritually born in your ſouls, he will 
not come thither, as long as you wilfully entertain 
there his and your mortal enemies, the concuprſcence of 
the fleſh, the concupiſcence of the eyes, and the pride of 
life : thoſe very enemies, whom he came from heaven 
to fight againſt; and againſt whom he has declared an 
eternal war, by the auſterity, poverty and humility of 
his birth, of his education, and of his whole life, and 
death. Moreover if you deſire to have him to abide 
in you, by virtue of a ſpiritual birth, you muſt allow 
him the chiefeſt place in your heart and ſoul, by dri v- 
ing far away from you all irregular affeftions to the 
world, or to any creature whatſoever. For though he 
did not diſdain the ſtable, nor the crib; the ox, nor the 
aſs ; he will not endure a heart divided, or occupied by 
_ unclean affections; which will not allow him the whole 
bed, without a partner in love. | | 
Conclude to 8 wanting on your part, to 
enſure to yourſelves the happineſs of having the Son 
of God ſpiritually born in your ſoul. O invite him 
thither, with all poſſible afſelion; ready to give up all 
things elſe, that he may abide with you: and beg of 
him, who knows your poverty and miſery, that he 
would prepare himſlaf a place in you, and furniſh your 
ſouls with all thoſe ornaments of virtue and grace, 
which are ſuitable to this his ſpiritual birth. | 


Dec. 
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DECEM. 24. On the birth Cxriſt. 


6 firſt, that the time being now come, 
in which the Son of God was to be born into this 
world; in the ſilence of the night, and in the obſcu- 
rity of a ſtable, the eternal Word of God, by whom 
all things were made, iſſued out from his nine months 
cloſe confinement in his mother's womb, without any 
detriment of her virginal integrity; and ſo came to 
dwell amongſt us. See, my 2 et: contemplate with 
thy inward eyes this lovely babe, (O how lovely indeed, 
and loving to us!) already beginning to ſuffer for thee, 
and to weep bitterly for thy ſins. See how this bleſſed 
mother takes him up from the ground, ſhivering with 
cold: fee with what profound reverence, on the one 
hand, and with what ardent love and affection on the 
other, ſhe embraces him; and carefully wraps him up 
in ſwaddling cloaths, and lays him in the manger. But 
ſee alſo, in the midſt of all this poverty and humility, 
of this new-born king, all the heavenly Choirs of An- 
gels and Archangels, and all the Cherubims and Sera- 
phims, deſcending from heaven, to adore their Lord, 
and to ſing 8 of praiſe and glory to him: 
according to that of the Apoſtle, H. b. i. 6. that when 
God brought his firſt- born into the world, he ſaid: Let. 
all the Angels of God adore him. Chriſtians, let us join 
with all theſe heavenly ſpirits: let us join with the 
Bleſſed Virgin, the mother of God, in our homage. 
of adoration, praiſe aud ' thankſgiving to the Son 
of God, born into this world to be our Emmanuel 
{God with us) and to fave us: let us welcome him at 
yn _— and embrace him, with all the affecton of our 
ouls. dls | 

Conſider 2dly, what we read Luke 11, that at the time 
of the birth of our Lord, there were in the ſame 
country ſhepherds watching, and keeping the night 
* watches over their flock. And behold an Angel of 
the Lord ſtood by them, and the brightneſs 9 

5 * None 
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* ſhone round about them, and they feared with a 
great fear, And the Angel ſaid to them: fear not: 
for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
that ſhall be to all the people: for this day is born to 
* you a Saviour, who is Chrift the Lord, in the city of 
' David. And this ſhall be a ſign unto you: you fvall 
find the infant wrapped in ſwaddling cloaths, and laid 
in a manger. And ſuddenly there was with the An- 
gel a multitude of the heavenly army, praiſing God, 
and ſaying: glory to God in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace to men of good will.“ See Chriſtians 
you ſtudy well the leſſons deſigned for you in this whole 
paſſage. Behold a heavenly meſſenger is here ſent, to 
carry the firſt news, the happy tidings, of the birth of 
the Bak of God; born into this world, to be the Sa- 
viour of the world. But to whom do you think, does 
God ſend this Jo ful meſſage, this heavenly embaſly ? 
Not to any of the great ones of this world; nor to any 
of the worldly wile, nor to the learned, nor to the rich, 
nor to any of them that lived at their eaſe, and wallowed 
in ſenſual pleaſures. No: their pride and ſelf-conceit, 
their love of the world, and of the things of this world, 
their love of ſenſual and carnal pleaſures, faſtened them 
down to the earth, and diſqualified them for the viſits 
of heaven. What manner of men then were they 
who were favoured with this glorious viſion, and this 
heavenly meſſage: and in ne of it were the 
firſt, after the Bleſſed Virgin and St. Joſeph, that had 
the happineſs to ſee and to worſhip the Saviour of the 
world; to believe in him themſelves, and to preach, 
and publiſh his coming to their neighbours? O they 
were poor, humble, harmleſs ſhepherds, k-eping the 
night watches over tlieir fiock; attentive to the buſi- 
neſs of their humble calling, and likely employing that 
ſilent time of the night, in joining- the praiſes of God 
and prayer, with the care of their ſheep. Now ſuch 
as theſe are commonly the favourites of the moit 
High, who rTe/i/ts the proud, and gives his grace /9 
the humble. See, my ſoul, theſe be alſo thy , 
l 


comes to deliver you from t 
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if chou wouldſt be favoured by our Lord with his di- 


vine graces. | | 
| Conſider gdly, the words of the Angel to the ſhep- 
herds: I bring you good tidings of great joy, that ſhall 
be to all the people, for this day is born to you a Samour. 
See, Chriſtians, what ought to be the ſubject of your 
joy, at this holy time: a Saviour is born this day to 
you, who comes to /ave ks _ rom their fins; who 
e power and ſlavery of the 

devil, and from hell, and danination: and to bring to 
you mercy, grace and ſalvation. O here is a juſt ſub- 
ect of true joy indeed! Not like the joys of world- 
Fin , Which are either vain, and foolith, or baſe, and 
filthy; but a Joy in the Lord, and in his goodneſs, 
which opens to us by this myſtery the gate of joys, that 
ſhall never end. O let us then join with all the hea- 
venly choirs, in the ſacred hymn, they ſung on this oc- 
caſion: Glory to God in the, higheſt, and on earth, peace 
to men of good will. Let usever gouly him, who has 
wrought theſe wonders for us; and who has ſent us, by 
the birth of his Son, juſlice and abundance of peace till 
the moon be taken away. O how lovely, how defir- 
able is this bleſſed peace of God's good-will to men, 
which is.to abide with us, and make us happy for all 
eternity! 3 . 
Conclude to imitate the ſhepherds; by going over 
with them in ſpirit to Bethlehem, this night, and there 
paying your homage, and making your offering to 
your new-born King. The offering he calls for is that 
of your heart. O give it him without reſerve! But 
let it be a loving heart, to anſwer that love, which has 
brought him down from heaven to you: let it be a con- 


trite and humble heart, in conſideration of your ingra- 


titude, and manifold fins againſt him, 

2 - DECEM. 25. On Chriſtmas-Day. | 
ONSIDER firſt, that the devotion of this holy 
time, and of this day 1n particular, calls us tv 

the crib of Bethlehem, there to contemplate our in- 


fant Saviour, and to entertain our ſouls with him. O 


what a large field have we here opened to us, for our 
meditations! Chriſtians, place yourſelves in ſpirit, neat 
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the manger. of 'yaur Lord, and fix the eyes of your ſoul 


upon him. Reflect, who this is, whom you ſee here. 
lies before you, as a helpleſs infant, in this open ſtall ; 


ing. * wee ing oor, and humble wrapt up in 
04. e mean ſwa 11 ; to aths, and laid in this.crib, be- 
tween an ox an 9 O your faith will inform you, 


that 1 under A = e mean appearances here lies con- 
cealed the Lord of lory! This infant, not yet one da 
old,” is the eter rnal Son of the eternal God: this 3 
helpleſs babe i is he who by his almighty power made 
both heaven gaga. A e who is here wrapt up ſo 
ftraitly, and con fined to this narrow cnb, lk heaven: 


21 ad Earth, with, his incomprehenſi ble. immenſity: this 
Gi God's own. Word , who jay fe all 


wonderfu 4 17 which has thus joined to ether the. 
Hl 0 1 low ee all that i 1s ms in been with 


ſtab] . to, this crib? gs! has he thus 28 and er · 
fe 1 Ae be — 7 0 Fi foul, it is 5 
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ger 2 ll the gre at leans, 
w 7 b e Son 7 b bg. 1.30 to teach thee from the 
TY Learn. $0 be be hur mble, by the contemplation of 
nparalleled | e which he hers ſo Joyfully | 


e of 5 2 e poverty; learn mor. 
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For thee, and the ' infinite * 'ettormity of Nin, 
we contitivall rebel 'a ainſt this rote char 97 
my ſoul, if thou' coca ſt but penetrate, 3 I. 
ward eyes, into the heart of Tis thy infant 
what heavenly flames wouldſt thou the diſcover 4 
a more than ſeraphick love for thee! wo 
there nicet tl fell i in the midſt of the "Heart of thy 
viour, where he "bas ſo long given thee a fie, 
there thou would eNleKtually learn both to Hate thy fins, 
and to love thy God. 

Conſider gdly, the n Wich which , thou a 
oughteſt to accompany th ke oh in the "Rabfe ES. 


V. Weh 
2 


of Bethlehem; if thou defi to entertain Mee; 2 a 
proper manner thy new. born ud Savisur. 

thou muſt enereile thy ſelf, in NIE of ll the there NY 

pri theological Virtnes of a lively faith in this thy in- 
ant od, and all ſacrèd 8 Which Tie 8 
Toncealed in this! *. ty of His ThiChrhadoh And bit 

of all the wonders © N b. almig ity 1 ower, mes 85 2 

goodriels, which Ke has Here \wrou dh Tr the love © Fils; 
and of all the treaſurẽs f Heaven, ich . 

with him, to communicate*to' our _ of a 0 

Hope and conkieiice, f in his infinite-pb me} Foy, and 


bodies which he diſcovèrs to . in R 8 
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hinder thee from waiting often on. him, and ſpending 
a competent part of thy time with him, in proper me- 
ditations and affections. If thou art a loſs to know, 
Low thou oughteſt to entertain "thyſelf with him; beg 
of him to teach thee: for he comes to be thy teacher, 
And if thou art ſenſible of the meanneſs of thy own 
performances, in point of adoration, praiſe, glory, 
thankſgiving, &c. offer up to the eternal Father, the ado- 
ration, praiſe, glory, and thankſgiving, of this new-born 
Saviour, to ſupply thy defetts. Ki 
I DECEM. 26. On St. Stephen. 
(CONSIDER firſt that St. Stephen was the firſt 
m ; that is, the firſt who bore witneſs to the 
divinity of Jeſus Chriſt; by laying down his life for 
him : the firſt who after the death and paſſion of the 
Son of God, returned him blood for blood, life for 
life: the firſt who was ſo happy as to be made a victiin 
of divine love, a holocauſt * ſweet ſavour in the fight 
of God: in fine the firſt who waſhed his robes by 
martyrdom in the blood of the Lamb, and is now at 
the head of his heavenly train, who ſtand before the throne 
of God, and ſerve him day and night, in his temple : 
where he who /itteth on the throne ſhall dwell over them : and 
they ſhall no more hunger nor thirſt, neither ſhall the ſun 
on them, nor any heat : for the Lamb which is in the 
' madft of the throne ſhall rule them, and ſhall lead them 
to the living fountain of waters, &c. Apocal. vii. 15, &c. 
O my ſoul, what a glory, what a happineſs it is, to lay 


_ -down life itſelf for divine love! But alas! how far are 


the generality of Chriſtians from this perfection of cha- 
rity, who are ſo unwilling to ſuffer, even the leaſt in- 
commodities, for the fake of their heavenly lover? And 
is not this our caſe too? O let us love at leaſt theſe 
generous lovers of our God: let us conceive a holy 
envy for their 4 let us aſpire to ſome degree 
of this happineſs, by ſighing, and praying for a ſhare 
in their charity and love. | 5 
Conſider adly, the character, which is given to St. 
Stephen, by the Spirit of God. He was a man full 77 
faith, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts vi. 5. He was full 
of grace and fortitude, and did great wonders and * 
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zeal for the faith of F and 2 kötſtage mT Col 5 
ſtancy, with which he rfaintafnet it befofè ths colifteil, 
was rewarded witl a heavenly viſibh, in which he Gi 
the glory of God, and the Lord Jefub x fe towing at the 
richt hand of God, As. vii. 3: Aud His 

ts limony to this truth, drew His! mar Ro 5:1 
pteſeritly caſting him forth out of the ei 55 Hunt 
ham: — the Lord, and ſahing 155 , res 
my ſpirit, nt. alling on his Hieef, he tried with 4 todd 
doice · ſaying : 'ord lay not this fin t Hi chin? ge. Ai 
when he hat ſaid this, he fell affeeþ ih the Ford, Act. 
vin. 57, 58, 59. Chriftiatis, What alltmifable leffons 
and examples have ve lere of all virtues, in an book 
degree, in the life atid death of this'g lorious Sint? H 
was full of faith: h& was full of | 111 
his gifts: he was full of 72 62 TY, ur F ortt- 
tu: he was full of 2&1: he Was füll of FIR II 
dom: ke was full of og chatity : itt 4 Word, Was 
tull of God, and of aff ' hv. happ y that we 
be, if we ſeriouſly endea\ Do” to walk in Fe fret Ne 
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vice. Thus did St. Stephen continually exerciſe him- 
ſelf in the moſt perfect acts of the love of God: not by 
the bare profeſſion of the * but by work, and in 
truth. In like manner the love of our neighbours is 
exerciſed, by ſeeking and promoting their true and 
everlaſting welfare, upon all occaſions ; by withdraw- 
ing them from the error of their way, and from the 
broad road that leads to perdition; and bringing them 
to God, and to his grace: thus alſo did St. Stephen con- 
tinually exerciſe himſelf in the moſt perfect acts of the 
love of his neighbours, by preaching and by his prayers; 
by his zeal for the ſalvation of their fouls; and by his 
ſparing no pains to bring them to Chriſt ; though this 
his charity coſt him his life. Now, greater love than 
this no man hath, that a man ſhould lay down his life 
for has * pk John xv. 13. But the moſt difficult 
point of all in the line of charity, as it regards our 
neighbours, is the love of our enemies; of which St. 
Stephen has given us a moſt glorious example in his 
laſt dying prayer for them, that were actually ſtoning 
him Lord, lay not this fin to therr charge. 1 hg 
Conclude to honour this great Saint, by diligently 
imitating his love for his God, his zeal for his glory, 
and for the ſalvation of ſouls, his fortitude and con- 
ſtancy in his ſufferings, and his charity for his enemies. 
And to this end beg the aſſiſtance of his prayers. 
DEc. 27. On St.- John the Apoſtle, and Evangelist. 
F YONSIDER firſt, upon how many accounts we 
9 ought to honour St. John, the beloved diſciple of 
the Son of God; and to glorify God in him, for the 
extraordinary gifts and graces which he beſtowed upon 
him. He was called in his youth, whilſt he was as 
- yet innocent and pure, to follow our Lord Jeſus ; and 
£4 readily obeyed the call, and left both his parents, 
and all things elfe for the ſake of Chriſt. His zealand 
fortitude in the cauſe of his maſter procured him the 
name of Boanerges, or a {on of thunder. The purity 
of his ſoul and body made him a ſpecial favourite of his 
Lord ; who therefore admitted him to lean upon his 
' boſom, at his laſt ſupper, and to draw from that ſacred 
fountain of life, the heavenly waters of grace and truth ; 
and 
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and on the following day, when he was dying upon 
the croſs, he recommended his Virgin mother to his 
care, that ſhe might be his mother, and he might be 
her ſon. O bleſſed Saint, great favourite both of Jeſus 

and Mary, introduce us alſo, by the intereſt thou haſt 
now in heaven, into ſome ſhare in their favour ; by 
procuring for us, by thy prayers, the grace to imitate 
thy purity. 1555 9 | 
Conſider 2dly, to what a height St. John was raiſed 
by divine grace. He was made an Apoſtle, and one of 
the chiefelt of the Apoſtles; even one of the three, that 
were choſen by our Lord, to be witneſſes both of his 
glory on mount Thabor, and of his anguiſh and agony, 
on mount Olivet, He was alſo an Evangeliſt, or writer 
of the Goſpel, (which none of the other Apoſtles were, 

except St. Matthew) and amongſt the four evangehits, 
is compared to the eagle (which flies high, and looks 
upon the fun with a ſtedfaſt eye) becauſe of his ſublime 
beginning, by taking his ful ight up to the eternal 
Word, by whom all things were made; and his follow- 
ing, throughout his whole Goſpel, the ſame fublime, 
courſe, with his eye ſtill "as on this great Sun of 
Juſtice, and the immenſe light of his divinity. St. John 
was allo a Martyr, by drinking of the chalice of his 
Lord, (as he had foretold him) by a long courſe of 
_ ſufferings; and by being at length ſentenced to death, 
by the tyrant Domitian, and caſt into a veſſel of boil- 

ing oil; from whence he was delivered by an evident 
miracle. In fine he was a Prophet, to whom our Lerd 
revealed an infinite multitude of heavenly ſecrets, and 


- myſteries, relating to latter times; which we find re- 


corded in his Apocalypſe, written during his baniſh. 
ment, in the iſle of Patmos, See then, my foul, how 
many titles this great Saint has to our veneration. But 
remember at the ſame time that the veneration which 
will pleaſe him beſt, will be a love and imitation of his 

virtues. 4 | Bd 
Conſider gdly, that the writings of St. John recom- 
mend nothing ſo much as charity and verity, love, 
and truth. Theſe they continually inculcate: charity, 
- becauſe God is charity: he is all love: he —_— for 
| | ; ve: 
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love: let us therefore love God, ſaith he, betaufe C 
firſt hath loved us. But then this, ſaith he, is the love 
of God, this is the charity we owe him, to keep his 
commandments. And this commandment we have 
from God, (the favourite commandment indeed of the 
Son of God) that we ſhould love one another. This 
love for one another all his epiſtles are full of, this ſweet 
odour they all breathe, with this 14 for vertty or 


truth, loving in truth, walking in truth for the fake of. 
the truth, which abtdeth iu us, and ſhall be with us for 

ever. And what is this truth, but the Son of God 

himſelf, the way, the truth, and. the life? Such was al- 

ways the dottrine of St. John: this he *r 
preached, both by word and writing: ſuch was the 

fpirit of this diſciple of love. 

Conclude to embrace, with all thy ſoul, this charity 
and vertty, this love and truth, ſo much recommended 
by St. John; or rather by the Spirit of God, through 
him. Keep cloſets this charity and vefrity here, and it 
will abide with thee for ever kereaſter, and will make 
thee happy for endleſs ages. . 

Drcru. 28. On the Holy Innocenls. | 

YONSIDER firſt, that the Son of God, who 

4 was born into this world to be the Saviotir of tlie 
world, was no ſooner born, but he began to he perſe- 
cuted by the children of this world. The wicked king 
Herod, to ſecure to himſelf and his family, the tempo- 
ral kingdom of judea, ſeeks the life of this new. born 
king; of whofe birth he had been informed, by the 
fages of the Eaſf: and in order to compaſs lits impious 

defigr, employs both craft, and (when this was eluded) 
open violence, by the barbarous maffacre of the Inno- 
cents. But all to no other purpoſe than to ſhew, how 
vain are the deſigns and efforts of men againſt the de- 
crees'of God; actording to that of the wile man, Prov. 
xxi. go. Here is wo wiſdom, there is no pritdenice; ther? 
7s no counſel againſt the Lord. Our new born Saviour, 
dive admonition, was carried away to Egypt, out 
of che reach of the tyrant: and all his barbarity ferred 
only o render the birth the Meſſias more illoſtrious, 
by ſpreading the fame of it througk all the world; and 


to 
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to crown at the ſame time ſo many innocent martyrs: 
whilſt, for his own part, it brought a perpetual odium 
upon his infamous memory; which no length of time 
can ever efface; and drew down moſt terrible judg- 
ments (within the compaſs of a year) upon his head. 
And as to his numerous family, for which he was ſo 
ſolicitous, they quickly loſt the kingdom; and were in 
a ſhort time totally extirpated. O — Chriſtians, how 
{ad a thing it is wilfully to fight againſt our Saviour, 
by known fin; and how diſmal the conſequences are of 
all ſuch undertakings. 1 
Conſider 2dly, what we read, Matt. ii. 16, &c. 
Then Herod perceiving that he was deluded by tie the 
men, was exceeding angry: and ſending killed all the men 


Children, that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders | 


thereof, from two years old and under. Theſe, my ſqul, 
are the holy Innocents, whoſe feaſt we celebrate this day; 
as happy martyrs, bearing teſtimony, not by their 
words, but by their blood, to the birth of the Son of 
God. Theſe are his firſt victims, immolated as ſo man 

lambs, to illuſtrate the coming of the Lamb of God, 
born into this world, to take away the fins of the world. 


Theſe are the firſt flowers of the martyrs, crop in the 


very bud, by the impious perſecutor of Chrilt: theſe 
the firſt fruits, produced by the coming of dur Lord, 


and preſented by him to his Father: to be followed 


afterwards by that abundant harveſt, out of all-nations, 
of innumerable glorious champions of Chriſt, who 
ſhould maintain his cauſe, by the teſtimony of their 
blood. To theſe the church applies, in the leſſon of 
this day, that of the Apocalypſe xiv. 4, 5. Theſe are 
they, who were not defiled with women : for they are ver- 
55 Theſe follow the Lamb, N he goeth. 
0 


no lye : for they are without ſpot before:the throne of God. 


e/e were purchaſed from among men, rſt fruits to © | 
605 and 7 the aa and in their mouth fi of Cod. 


O ſet us honour theſe firſt martyrs. of the Son of God. 


Conſider gdly, that purity, innocence, and temporal 


ſufferings are by divine 1 th way 5 
, the Roly Innocents arrived 


happineſs. this roa 
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thither : O'how'happy are all they Who are walking in 
this road! See then, Chriſtians, how greatly you are 
deeeived, in fying ſo much from ſufferings, fince theſe 
ure to bring you to your God. There was lamentation, 
and great mourning in Bethlehem, of tlie mothers of 
the holy Innocents; they were not to be cdmforted, be- 
cauſe they had loſt their children. In the mean time, 
there us great joy in heaven, for their happy tranfmi- 
gration to a better region of endleſs bliſs. Thus when 
the world is ſorrowful, heaven rejoices : becaufe the 
ſufferings of this ſhort time, produce for the ſuffeters, 
an eternal weight of glory in that bleffed kingdom: 
avhereas they that are without ſufferings are in danger 
of never coming thither. 

Conclude to embrace whatfoever fhare' may be ap- 
pointed for thee in the fufferings of this life, as deſigned 
divine providence to help'thee to heaven. Allure 
thyſelf chat thy God knows what is beſt for thee; and 
that he fends thee, what he knows to be the beſt. Had 
not the Irmocems been brought to God by the means 
of their fufferings, they migiit have lived to have cru- 
cißed their Lord; and inſtead of being eternalhy happy, 


might have been eternally miferable. 
Dacxu. 29. On the, tie good ſhepherd, John 
X. Gf. 4 the feaſt e 1 — . 


ONSIDER firſt, that the Son of God, by his in- 
carnation and birth, did not only come attongh us, 
to be our father, and to be our head; our king, bir 
prieſt, and our ſacrifice; our brother, and our fflend; 
our phyſician, and our advorate, &c. but alſo Teeom- 
mends himſelf to us in this Gofpel, under the athiabte 
3 of the good ſhepherd, and paſtor of dur ſols. 
J am the good, ſhepherd, faith he, verſe 11. the good lep. 
herd giveth hrs life for tris ſheep. But the hireling, and 
he that is not the ſhepherd, who is not thie Vuher , thi 
ſheep, feeth the wolf roming, and leaoeth the ſlerp, and 
runneth how und the wolf tatehth and ſcditerer the 
Jherp : but the harelmy runneth away, becauſe he is à hire. 


ling; and tr hath wo concern for the ſheep. I am * 
N 800 


diſhepherd : and I.now mine, and. mine, iu me. A 
ale, n . "_ I. 
lay down. my life or my, ſheep, &c. O Chriſtians, hows 
ovay are 2 ia loch hf herd; ſo great, ſo good, ſo 
loving, ſo careful, of our true welfare! Q he is the: 
good ſhepherd indeed, Who came down from heaven, 
to ſeek. the poor ſheep that was loſt; and when he had 
found it, took it upon his own, ſhoulders, to carry it 


home, with Joys to his heavenly fold! Lula xv. O ho- 


dearly have his ſheep coſt him! Q how truly has he 
made good in himſelf, that ſentence that the good ſheps. 
herd gweth his life for his ſheep! O let us ever embrace 
and ſove, follow.and obey, this true. ſhepherd of our 
ſouls. i 5 i ; | 
Conſider 2dly, how many ways. this heavenly ep. 


herd, is daily providing for all. theun2ceſliies: of his! 


ſheep; and the tender affettion. he pyrpetually ſhews:. - 
them, The Lord ruleth . me. (or as it is in the original, 
z5 my ſhepherd) ſaith the pſalmiſt, Pf. xxii, and I ſhalb, 
want nothing: He hath ſet me. in a place of paſture. Y ev: 
Chriſtians, he has placed our ſouls here in the midſt ofs 
the rich paſtures, of his divine word, and ſacraments;: 


in the communion of his church. He hath 6rought/ns: 


uf? by the ſtreams of the living, avaters of his grace 
which are ever flowing to refre/k. and nouriſh us“ He: 
conducts us to the paths of juſtice; he converts a 5 


he _ us, FomN when e ü in the m bf 
the ſhadow of death: his rod and kis ftaff Fillcomfarts 
and ſupport us. But O give — — ; 
lows.in the ſame pſalm. 7 2 a table beſorr 
me, againſt them that afftict me. Thou haſt anointed n 


head with oil; and my chalice which inebraateth mie how: 


goodly is it! Here are benefits. indeed of this diviner: 


paſtor of our ſouls.: he has prepared a table ſor us, in 


which he feeds his ſheep, with his own moſt ſacred 

body and blood: he anoints our heads with the divine 

oil of his holy Spirit and he · inebriates us with the 

goodly chalice of his paſſion, :continually vſſered up on 

our altars,. to be, a plentiful ſource to 5 

grace. eee eee, fp 
of ready 
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ready beſtowed on us, he encourages us to conclude 
| with the royal prophet; that his mercy will follow us 
: all the days of our life; and that we ſhall dwell in the 
| houſe of the Lord, unto length of days, even to a 
=, - - *Ingpy cunity. | 

b - Conſider gdly, what we owe, in quality of the 
" ſheep of Chriſt, to this divine ſhepherd. He tells us, 
| —_ x. 3, 4 5+ That his ſheep hear the voice of their 


kepherd :* that he calleth his own ſheep by name and lead- 

th them out : that he goeth before them ; and that the 

ſheep follow him, becauſe © they . know his voice: but a 
. ſtranger thy follow not, but Jy fron him, becauſe they _ 

Ano not the voice of rangers. And again verſe, 27, 28. 

My ſheep hear my voice: and I know them ; and they fol- 

* lou ne. And I give them eternal liſe; and they ſhall not 

perzſi for ever; and no man ſhall ſnatch them out of my 

 fgnd.. Chriſtians, do we keep cloſe to this heavenly 

ſhepherd? Do we follow him both by our faith, and by 

our lift? Do we know him, and hear his voice? Do 

we fly from ſtrangers, the world, the fleſh, and the 

4 devil? If ſo, we are his ſheep indeed; and if we per- 

ſevere, he will bring us, in ſpite of the world, the 

. fleſh, and the devil, to the paſtures of eternal life. But 

if we run away from our ſhepherd, to follow theſe 

ſtrangers, we muſt expect to fall a prey to the 

wolves. . 

Conclude to embrace your divine Saviour, under 
this amiable character of the paſtor and ſhepherd of 
your ſouls: and as nothing has been wanting on his 
ſide, to fulfil, in the utmoſt perfection, even beyond 
all expreſſion and imagination, .every part of the cha- 
rater of the good ſhepherd; ſee nothing be wanting 

n 2 fide, to fulfil, by a perpetual correſpondence 
7 


0 . 
with his grace, every part of the character of good 
+, - » DECEM. go. On the concluſion of the year. 
1 SID ER firſt, that the year is now come to a 
| concluſion ; it is juſt upon the point of expiring : 
all theſe twelve-months, that are now paſt, have flowed 
away 


> 
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away into the gulph of eternity: they are now ad 
more: they will return to us no more. All our years 
Paſs in this manner: they all haſten away one after ano- 
ther; and hurry us along with them, till _ bring us 
alſo into an endleſs, unchangeable eternity. Our years 
will all be ſoon over: we ſhall find ourſelves at the end 
of our lives, much ſooner than we imagine. O let us 
not then ſet our hearts upon any of theſe tranſitory 
things: let us deſpiſe all that paſſes away with this ſhort 
life; and learn to adhere to God alone, who never 
paſſes away, becauſe he is eternal. Let us be always 
* or our departure hence. |: 
nſider adly, that as the year is now paſt and 
gone, ſo are all the pleaſures of it, all our diverſions, 
all our amuſements, in which we have ſpent our time 
this year, are now no more: the rerhembrance of them 
3s but like that of a dream. O ſuch is the condition of 
all things that paſs with time! Why then do we ſet our 
eſteem, or affeftion upon any of them? Why, are we 
not practically and feelingly convinced of the emptineſs 
and vanity of them all: and that nothing deſerves our 
love, or attention, but God and eternity? And as the 
roman of the year are all paſt, ſo are all the diſplea- 
ures and — pains and mortifications of it: 
they are alſo now no more than like a dream: and ſo 
will all temporal evils appear to us, a little While henee; 
when we ſhall ſee ourſelves upon the brink of eternity. 
Let us then learn only to fear thoſe evils, Which will 
have no end; and the evil of ſin, which leads to thoſe 
never-ending evils.” | 5 
Conſider gdly, how you have ſpent your time this 
2 It was all given you by your Creator, in order to 
ring you forward to him, and to a happy eternity. O 
how many favours and bleſſings have you received from 
him every day of the year! How many graces and in- 
vitations to good! And what uſe have you made of all 
thele favours? What virtue have you acquired this 
panel What vice have you rooted out? What paſhons 
ave you overcome? Have you made any improvement. 
at all in virtue, ſince the beginning of this year? In- 
Vol. IV. 8 V . | ſtead 
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Read of going forwards to God, have you not rather 
gone backward? Alas! what an account ſhall you have 
to give one day for all this precious time; and for all 
theſe graces bleſſings, ſpiritual or corporal, which 
you have ſo ungratefully abuſed, and perverted during 
the courſe of this year? Then as to your fins, whether 
of omiſſion, or commiſſion ; againſt God, your neigh- 
bours, or yourſelves; which you have been guilty of 
this year, either by thought, word, or deed; what a 
dreadful ſcene will open itſelf to your eyes, upon a little 
examination! And how little have you done, during the 
courſe of this year, to cancel them by penance! O how 
melancholy would your caſe be, if your eternal lot were 
to be determined by your performances of this paſt 
ar! N | 9 5 
Conclude by giving thanks to God, for all his bleſ- 
ſings of this year; and eſpecially for his patience, and 
— with you in your ſins. Return now at 
leaſt to him with your whole heart; beggin . and 
Pardon for all the fins of the year, and for all the fins of 
your liſe. And reſolve with God's grace, if he is 
pleaſed to give you another year, to ſpend it in ſueh a 
manner as to ſecure to your ſouls the never ending 
year of a happy eternity. e 
DECEM. 31. On the Goſpel of girding the loins, &c. 
Luke xm. 35, gee St. Silveſter. | | 
1ONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of our Lord to his 

V4 diſciples, and in them, to all Chriſtians :- Let your 
loins be girt, and lamps burning in your hands; and be 
vou lthe to men, who watt for their lord, when he ſhall re- 
turn from the wedding: that when he cometh: and 
Anocketh, they may open to him immediately. Bleſſed are 
thoſe ſervants, whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find 
watching. This girding of our loins, and having _ 
burning in our hands, are to be taken in a ſpiritual ſenſe; 
and contain great and neceffary leſſons for every part 
of our lives. As we know not the hour, when our 
Lord will come to us, and knock at our door by death: 
we muſt keep ourſelves always awake, and in a proper 
45% ; - = poſtue 
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re and readineſs, to open to him without delay, 

and to welcome him. Now this, proper poſture, and 
readineſs to welcome our Lord, whenſoever he ſhall 
come and knock, chiefly conſiſts in thoſe two things, 
in having our loins always girt, by a conſtant reſtraint 
of our irregular inclinations and luſts; and having 
lamps always burning in our hands, by the conſtant ex- 
erciſe of - Chriſtian virtues ; which may ſhine forth to 
the glory of God, and the  edification of our neigh- 
bours. And thoſe ſervants are happy indeed, who are 
always waiting for the coming of their Lord, with their 
loins girt in this manner, and holding ſuch lamps as 
theſe, always burning in their hands. 2 iy , 
Conſider 2dly, what follows in the ſame Goſpel, with 
regard to the immenſe reward of theſe ſame faithful 
ſervants. Amen I ſay to you, that their Lord will gird 
hamſ-lf, and make them fit down to meat, and paſſing will 
mintfter to them. Chriſtians, what an honour, what a 
happineſs is here promiſed us; if our Lord, at his com- 
ing., ſhall find us.watching. He well gird himelf, to 
be ready to wait upon us: ke will make us fit down to 
table; and ke will paſs and _— to us. O what in- 
comprehenſible joys are here ſignified, by our Lord's 
miniſlering to us; by his making himſelf, as it were, 


over to us, to be perpetually enjoyed by us! O what a 


table is this, at which we ſhall be invited to fit down, to 
be eternally entertained by him, with all the delights of 
heaven; with the ſweet fruits of the tree of lite, and 
the delicious waters of the fountain-of life! And leſt 
we ſhould be diſcouraged, with the apprehenſion of our 
being excluded from this eternal banquet, becauſe we 
have already paſſed a good part of our lives, without 
being in that readineſs, which our Lord expetts of us; 
at the time of his coming: he adds for our comfort, 
that / he ſhall come in the es watch, or if he ſhall 


come in the third watch; an 


we ſhall till be - Bleſſed, ſaith he, are tho/e ſer- 
vants. So that, if we have hitherto been careleſs; if 
we have let the firſt, or even the ſecond watch pals, 
without being upon our guard; and he has been ſo 


all then find us watching, 
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as not to come and ſurprize us; let us now at leaſt 
awake, let us gird our {oins now, and ate our _— for 
= =p burning in our hands : and we may till be 
el. | 4. 
— gdly, the remaining words of this Goſpel. 
But this know ye, ſaith our Lord, that if the houſeholder 
did know, at what hour the thief world come, he would 
furely watth, and would not ſuffer his houſe to be broken 
Be you then alfo ready: for at what hour you think 
mot, the ſon of man will come. This is that great leſſon, 
bf always watching, which our Saviour perpetually in- 
culcates; as our only fecurity againſt the dredful evit 
of an unprovided death; and all thoſe endleſs evils, 
which are the unhappy conſequences of an unprovided 
death. O let us lay up this leſſon in our hearts; Jet us 
meditate daily upon it; let us conform ourſelves to it in 
the practice of our lives. O let us always watch! Our 
Lord, who has borne with us all this year, has in the 
mean time knocked at the door of thouſands of others; 
who this day twelve- month, were as likely to live as 
ourſelves. Their bodies are now corrupting in their 
graves: but O where are their ſouls? And where ſhall 
dur bodies; where ſhall our fouls be, a twelve- month 
hence? Let us then be always ready; becauſe we know 
not the day, nor the hour, when our Lord will come. 
Conclude to obſerve well theſe evangelical preſcrip- 
tions, of girding your loing, of having your lamps ever 
burning in your hands ; and of being always watting for 
ur Lord, and always ready to open the door to — : 
and you ſhall not fail of being of the number of thoſe 
happy ſervants, who ſhall enter into the eternal joy of 


* 


their Lord. 


